
Information Session: Addressing the 
Impact of Mpox on Sex Workers in Africa
Mpox webinar 5 Nov 2024



Objectives of the Workshop
Provide epidemiological updates on the Mpox outbreak, its prevention, and 
impact on sex workers and persons with multiple partners at risk of HIV.

Raise awareness on the intersection of Mpox and HIV, and access to 
comprehensive public health services and social protection mechanisms.  

Discuss the role of sex worker led CSOs and networks in responding to Mpox.

Discuss policy and legal reforms for the protection and promoting the rights of 
sex workers and other marginalised groups from stigma and discrimination.  

Share best practices on policies, knowledge on treatment and vaccines and 
links to information. 



Agenda
• Welcome remarks and objectives of the webinar (15min) – Amitrajit Saha Manager, UNDP HIV

& Health Group Africa.
• Update on Mpox epidemiology status in Africa (15min) – Dr Joseph Wamala WHO South Africa
• The nexus between HIV and Mpox (10min) – Dr. Mbulawa Mugabe UNAIDS Special Advisor,

HIV and Pandemics, UNAIDS
• Reflections on the impact of Mpox on Sex workers (10min) – Grace Kamau Director African

Sex Workers Alliance (ASWA) and Aimée Nshombo Furaha, Directrice générale UMANDE RD
Congo

• The rights of sex workers and other key populations, and protection against stigma and
discrimination (15min) – Jeffrey O’Malley UNDP Senior Advisor UNDP Hub on LGBTI+ & Key
Populations

• The role of Sex worker led CSOs and networks in responding to Mpox (15min) DRC Dr
Sebastian PASCO (DRC)

• Q&A session (10min) – moderated by Phatisani Sibanda Regional Key Population Adviser,
ARASA

• Reflections/closing remarks – Amitrajit Saha (5min)



Snapshot of the 
Mpox outbreak 
on Week 43



Key Epidemiological developments at 
Week 43

• Geographic Spread: Since 01 January 2024 and as of 
27 October 2024, a total of 18 member states 
across the WHO African region have reported mpox 
cases, of which, 14 have active transmission.

• In the last reporting week, 573 new confirmed 
cases with one death were reported.

• Uganda reported the death of a confirmed mpox 
case involving a patient with HIV as a comorbidity. 

• Another death was reported from the Central 
African Republic after it occurred during 
epidemiological week 41.

• One case of clade Ib was identified in Germany, 
from an individual with travel history to Rwanda.

• Mauritius reported its first mpox case on 26 
October 2024 in a traveller coming from Nigeria.



Summary of Mpox status (Africa CDC Webinar 31 October)



House Keeping 
• Language interpretation

• Available in English, French and Portuguese. Select the language of 
your choice by clicking on Interpretation in your Zoom control panel.

• Chat and Q&A
• Use the chat box and Q&A to pose questions or to participate in 

discussion.
• Oral interventions

• Indicate you’d like to speak by clicking on Reactions > Raise Hand in 
your Zoom control panel.  

• Mute 
• Go on mute when not speaking. 

• Recording
• This meeting is being recorded to aid development of a meeting 

report. It will not be shared publicly.
• Introduction

• Please Introduce yourself in the chart box and state which country 
you are listening from

• Chatham House Rule
• Participants can use the information provided during the discussions, 

but they may not attribute the information to the speaker(s).    
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