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Introduction

Kenya has started restoring 5.1 million 
hectares of damaged and forested land 
on a national scale. 

By 2050, the Government wants to 
increase the amount of forest and trees on 
the planet to at least 30% of the total land 
area by putting into action numerous 
national and local plans, strategies, and 
programs. 

The Kenyan government, working through 
the MoEF, created the five-year Forest and 
Landscape Restoration Implementation 
Plan (FOLAREP) 2022–2027. The prospects 
for restoration in forests, wetlands, coastal 
regions, rangelands, and croplands are the 
main emphasis of FOLAREP.



International 
Level

Over the past decade, countries including Kenya 

through various Multilateral Environmental 

Agreements (MEAs), have pledged significant 

commitments and support to Forest and 

Landscape Restoration by the year 2030. These 

include:

• Bonn Challenge,

• New York Declaration on Forests

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

• UN Decade for Ecosystem Restoration (2021-

2030)

• Glasgow Declaration on Forests and Land use.



Kenya has also ratified the following MEAs: 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in 
relation to biodiversity and the Nagoya 

Protocol on access to generic resources and 
benefit sharing (ABS) most of which resources 

in Kenya occur in forests; 

United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its Paris 

Agreement identifies forestry as a key vehicle 
for delivering global climate change goals. 

Under the obligation Kenya has developed; the 
climate change policy and Act, and the National 

Climate Change Action Plan. The 
implementation of the action plan will 

contribute to the achievement of the 30% tree 
cover; 

United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) recognizes 

afforestation as key in arresting the spread of 
deserts. Kenya has committed to land 

degradation neutrality by 2030. National action 
plan for restoration of degraded sites in ASALs, 
and Climate Smart Agriculture Strategy exist to 

support the national efforts;

United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) which 
has developed a Strategic Plan for Forests 

(2017-2030) that operationalizes the Global 
Forest Goals on sustainable management of all 

forests and trees outside forests;

Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES). Forest provide 

habitat for a wide verity of endangered species 
of fauna and flora. 

Convention for the protection of world cultural 
and natural heritage (UNESCO). Forests, 

because species diversity harbor most of the 
country’s natural and cultural heritage, such as 

Kayas, indigenous resources and knowledge.



Continental 
Level

• Kenya is party to African Union’s Agenda 2063 that 

focuses on building climate resilient economies and 

communities,

• The African Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative 

(AFR100) that aims to restore 100 million hectares of 

deforested and degraded land in Africa by 2030.

• Within The East African Community, Kenya is party to

• East African Community (EAC) Climate Change Policy 

and Strategy (2018-2023)

• Lake Victoria Basin Commission’s Climate Change 

Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan

• Protocol for Sustainable Development of Lake Victoria 

Basin and

• The Protocol on Environment and Natural Resources for 

the EAC



 


