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STOCKHOLM+50: A HEALTHY PLANET, FOR ALL – OUR RESPONSIBILITY, OUR OPPORTUNITY 
FSM NATIONWIDE CONSULTATION 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Stockholm +50 National Consultation Report 

 

1. National Consultation at a Glance 

In-person or hybrid national consultation 

Consultation dates (list the dates of all individual 
events if more than one event was conducted) 

11 May 2022 

27 May 2022 

Lead national partner(s) / focal point(s): title and 
institution 

FSM Department of Environment, 
Climate Change and Emergency 
Management 

FSM Department of Resources & 
Development 

Type(s) of consultation (in-person, virtual, hybrid)  Hybrid 

Geographic focus (national, provincial, local) National and State 

Total number of hours in live sessions (provide 
one cumulative number in case of several events) 

16 hours 

Live streaming (Yes/No)   No 

Link to the recording(s)   

 

Total number of participants 81 

 

Number of participants by age range 

0-18 1 19-
30 

18 31-
50 

43 51-
65 

16 66-
80 

3 80+  
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Number of participants by gender 

Male 55 Female 26 Other/prefer not to say  

 

Number of participants from each stakeholder group 

Government – National 12 Science, Academia 2 

Government - Local 45 Foundation, philanthropy  

United Nations 2 Women and Women Groups 3 

International Financial Institution   Youth 19 

Bilateral / Foreign Governments 1 Local Community  

NGO – International 1 Faith-based groups  

NGO / CSO – national 7 Indigenous Peoples  

Private sector (large)  People with disabilities  

Small and Medium Business  Other 2 

Consumer Group    

 

Number of participants from each sector 

Agriculture & Food 4 Forestry  Media  

Cities  Government 19 Tourism  

Education 5 Green energy  Traditional Energy 1 

Environment 32 ICT  Trade & Commerce  

Extractives  Industry  Transport  

Finance & Investment 1 Infrastructure 1 Utilities  

Fisheries & Aquaculture  Health 7 Other 8 
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Government participation 

Office of President / Prime Minister 1 Ministry of Planning / Economy / Finance 1 

Parliament  Ministry of Environ-t / Nature Resources 7 

Cabinet of Ministers 2 Ministry of Energy 1 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2 Ministry of Agriculture & Food 2 

State/Local Governments 35 Line Ministries (other) 9 

 

SparkBlue On-line Consultations 

Launch date  N/A 

Consultation length (total number of weeks)  

Total number of participants  

Number of thematic discussions supported  

Total number of comments in the online discussion  

Link to consultation page  

 
2. Consultation Process including Gender Responsiveness and Inclusivity  

 

Please provide a description of the consultation process and timeline that reflects 
the whole-of-society and whole-of-government approach used including:  

• What preparatory meetings were organized over what time period and when 
was the main consultation; were they in-person, virtual or a combination, where 
did they take place? 

• Who were the main national and international stakeholders and speakers 
invited and what sectors/themes/institutions were represented?  

• What other national and sector policy consultation processes were involved or 
referenced including NDCs, NBSAPs, INFFs, SDG Strategies, Green/Blue 
Economy and Green Recovery Plans, etc.?   

• How was the consultation promoted in advance, during and afterward through 
communications and media? 
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Please summarize how various stakeholder groups that are not traditionally 
involved in these processes and may be under vulnerable conditions or 
marginalized, including women, youth, indigenous peoples, local communities, 
people with disabilities, and others, were engaged in and contributed to the 
consultation. 

A range of activities were in place to effectively carry out the FSM dialogues that support the participation of 
the FSM in the Stockholm+50: a healthy planet for the prosperity of all – our responsibility, our opportunity 
meeting, to be held in Stockholm June 2–3, 2022. Previously to the Nationwide consultation and to have 
inclusive and context sensitive meetings, discussions with key project partners were held to establish what was 
feasible and to engage the FSM Government in the consultation process. These stakeholders were within UNDP, 
the FSM Department of Environment, Climate Change and Emergency Management, and the FSM Department 
of Resources & Development.   
 
Two consultations were carried out, one on Wednesday May 11th 2022 as a hybrid live/online event to engage 
participation from stakeholders across the country and another May 27th 2022 focused on youth, women and 
people with disabilities. With transport limitations preventing travel to each State, partners in each State (Yap, 
Chuuk, Yap and Pohnpei) were engaged to ensure venues and logistics were supported for participants, and 
adequate personnel were present to support the facilitation of the State groups.  
 
The agenda for the Nationwide consultation was designed in line with Stockholm+50 guidance and responded 
to the challenge of running a single consultation across two time zones and with State-specific restrictions on 
available time. This was developed in collaboration with United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
representatives, the Secretary of the FSM Department of Environment, Climate Change & Emergency 
Management (DECEM), Andrew Yatilman, and the Executive Director of the Micronesia Conservation Trust, 
Willy Kostka as main facilitator. The consultation focused on the three Stockholm+50 Leadership Dialogue 
themes and guiding questions.  
To support the Nationwide consultation, desk research was undertaken to support the discussions and 
contextualize outputs. FSM has signed and ratified global multilateral treaties and conventions such UNFCCC 
and CBD, which have led to the design of National and State policies. These include the National Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) and State BSAPs (2018), the Nationally Determined Contribution submitted 
to the UNFCCC (2020), the FSM Climate Change Policy Nation Wide Integrated Disaster Risk Management and 
Climate Change Policy (2013), and the Joint State Action Plan for Disaster Risk Management and Climate 
Change in each of the four States. In addition, the FSM has in place a National Environment Management 
Strategy 2019–2023. Supplementary relevant plans and reports are the First Voluntary National Review on the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development June 2020 and the Second National Communication to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 2020. The consultation agenda, along with relevant policies, 
were uploaded to the FSM SparkBlue group in preparation for the consultation, in line with the Stockholm+50 
guidelines.  
 
To engage and bring together a diverse group of stakeholders, the Nationwide consultation was promoted 
through an official invitation by the FSM Government along with the utilization of an extensive network of 
relevant contacts throughout the four States. Invitations encouraged all citizens to join their State in-person 
group, which each group joined up with fellow participants across the country online to enable a combination of 
State-specific and national conversations to take place. Participants were also able to join as individuals online, 
to widen access to the consultation for those unable to join their state in-person group. 
 
In order to give special consideration to vulnerable groups, a focus group with representatives from youth, 
women and people disabilities took place to include their perceptions into the consultation process.  
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What efforts were made to invite, engage, and ensure effective participation of 
various marginalized stakeholder groups in the national consultation process (i.e., 
meetings/settings, materials in local languages, accommodation for people with 
disabilities, childcare, safe and affordable transportation, connectivity, targeted 
communications, etc.). 

 

  

Consultation organization and facilitation were undertaken with appropriate cultural and political insight, 
awareness, and sensitivity, taking into account time-sensitivity issues and traveling options. To enable a broad 
range of stakeholder groups to be reached a network of contacts across all sectors (National, State and Municipal 
Government, education, NGOs, CBOs and communities) within the FSM was used as the main platform to engage 
participants for the consultation, with specific emphasis on inviting women groups (such as the Yap Women’s 
Association) and youth.  
 
The Nationwide Consultation was held on Wednesday May 11th 2022, and brought together participants in all 
four States, as well as representatives of the FSM Government. Participants gathered in person in their respective 
States, with each location brought together online for whole-group discussions and dialogue. This approach 
ensured accessibility to the consultation from a diversity of stakeholders, with participants also able to join online 
as individuals.  
 
In-state networks were utilized to reach different stakeholder groups, with in-state facilitators reaching out 
directly to organizations representing women, youth and people living with disabilities. The Nationwide 
Consultation brought together participants from across all four States and from all sections of society, in 
recognition of the whole-society nature of the topic at hand, allowing a holistic dialogue to take place, and 
enabling all voices to be heard and taken forward to the Stockholm+50 meeting in June.  
 
According to the UNDP feedback to bring more representation of youth, people with disabilities and women, two 
main strategies took place: 1) an additional focus group discussion carried on May 27th 2022 and 2) draft report 
was handed to representatives of these groups to include their feedback.  
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3. Main Consultation Inputs, Insights and Innovations 

This is the core of the report, which summarizes the main takeaways of the 
consultation. 

An overview of the main themes, challenges, opportunities, solutions and 
recommendations  

This is a summary of Section 3. Please respond to this question after addressing the 
other questions under this section. 
 
Key themes and sectors discussed 

 
 
Challenges discussed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussions were focused on the three main Stokholm+50 dialogue themes identifying urgent action:  

• Dialogue 1: Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all 
• Dialogue 2: Achieving a sustainable and inclusive recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 

pandemic 
• Dialogue 3: Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable 

development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development 

Questions were developed to initiate and guide the discussions under each theme bringing up topics such waste 
management, conservation of biodiversity, food and nutrition security, renewable energy, youth participation 
and environmental education. Sectors mentioned by the participants were energy, education, agriculture and 
fisheries, health, transport and tourism.   

The main challenges identified by the participants during the consultation were:  

• Vulnerability to climate change 
• Waste management, including pollution from landfill and reduction from the source 
• Control of invasive species 
• Revitalization of traditional knowledge and practices  
• Youth and women engagement under sociocultural context 
• Community support for the ongoing continuation of sustainability projects  
• Funding and human capacity  
• Partnership among public and private stakeholders across scales (local, state, and national) 
• Law enforcement and political will 
• Low vaccination rate due to COVID-19 misinformation 
• Lack of civil engagement and environmental responsibility 
• Lack of inclusivity of vulnerable groups (women and people with disabilities) 
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Opportunities discussed 

 
 
Solutions discussed 

 
 
Recommendations suggested 

  

Some of the opportunities identified by the participants were:  

• Improvement of communication between the FSM legislature and those groups that are involved in 
climate change and environmental issues 

• Conservation of biodiversity through the FSM Protected Areas Network and the sustainable use of 
resources for human wellbeing such as food and nutrition security 

• Extending local use of the EEZ for fisheries and potential to stablish local fish canneries to increase 
food security 

• Investing in education, including research and capacity building in local communities 
• Alternative/renewable energy, such as solar and biomass 
• Community-driven projects with private financial support, encouraging communities to invest in 

becoming stewards of their own resources 
• A circular economy embracing green jobs in recycling activities  
• Vocational training towards green jobs 
• Increasing the use of bartering and traditional “monetary” systems by local communities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the solutions identified were:  

• Encouraging and funding of community-led projects  
• Increasing COVID-19 vaccination rates through increased community awareness  
• Increasing traditional council involvement in promoting sustainable and healthy practices 
• Encouraging international partnerships to promote waste management (e.g. returning end-of-life 

vehicles to the manufacturer) 
• Transparency and synergy across public and private stakeholders 
• Mobilizing funding through the Global Environment Facility  
• Encouraging more inclusive distribution of funding sources 
• Improving local opportunities for youth  
• Reducing imports of consumer goods and boost local green products 
• Implement efficient waste management strategies starting from primary source at a household level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the key recommendations suggested included:  

• Improving climate-resilient infrastructure and food production (agriculture, agroforestry and fisheries)  
• Encouraging dietary changes that support local and sustainable food production  
• Supporting green entrepreneurship to increase locally produced eco-friendly/green products 
• Increasing the capacity of hospitals  
• Increasing the involvement of the private sector in environmental issues towards a more sustainable 

economic system 
• Ensuring law enforcement  
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Summary of the discussions under each Stockholm+50 Leadership Dialogue 
theme and their guiding questions.  
 

Leadership Dialogue 1. Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy 
planet and prosperity of all 

 
1. How can we restore and regenerate a positive relationship with nature? List 
2 or 3 good practices and pathways that your partners would like to see scaled up 
to enable a move to a healthy planet? 

 
 
2. What are the actions that your country/partners would take to scale up the 
change towards a healthy planet? What policies/structures need to be in place for 
you to take such action? 

The FSM consultation through National and State partners agreed on three main practices:  

1. Improved waste management: the expansion of successful recycling programs through the 3Rs 
mandate, using green waste to mulch, conversion of piggeries to dry litter system, anti-litter programs, 
implementing financial schemes with opportunities to generate income for the community, 
partnerships with companies (especially in Japan) to return or better dispose of junk vehicles and 
tightening importation regulations. 

2. Youth awareness to reduce the disconnection between humankind and nature. This could be achieved 
through education at home and in schools. Schools are playing a big role including an Environmental 
Curriculum where activities such as tree planting, home gardening, community awareness, traditional 
practices and community watch are included. 

3. Restoration of critical biological and cultural sites implementing tree planting, revitalization of 
traditional systems, marine and terrestrial Protected Areas (PA), coral reef monitoring and marine 
management, and the protection of mangroves.  

4. The FSM Ridge to Reef (R2R) project which has an ecosystem-based approach and supports 
communities and agencies in sustainable land management 

5. Community-based initiatives such as gardening, clean ups, tree planting/fire prevention, traditional 
fishing management. 

6. Renewable energy initiatives such solar panels and biomass which are well established. 
7. Traditional lifestyles with sustainable use of local natural resources. 
8. Encourage mass transportation.    
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3. How could marginalized and vulnerable groups benefit from policies and 
initiatives designed to restore a more sustainable and resilient relationship with 
nature (that mitigates nature risks)? 

 
 

The Federated States of Micronesian (FSM) is guided by its Strategic Development Plan (SDP), which includes 
Sustainable Development principles. The FSM is placing several actions at different levels, from the community 
to the State and National governments. 

Starting from waste management issues, the 3R system (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle) and a Circular Economy 
were raised by participants in various interventions and highlighted as a strategic goal in the SDP. The National 
government is proposing a fourth R moving forward: an agreement with vehicle manufacturers, especially those 
from Japan to “Return” and therefore properly manage abandoned junk cars as part of their Corporate Social 
Responsibility or Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) programs. This is due to the critical environmental 
issue that this issue represents in the FSM. In addition, better importation regulations need to be in place to 
manage this issue. In addition, some local communities are taking initiatives to solve waste disposal issues.  

Reviving traditional wisdom as a way towards a healthy planet was also a key element stressed by participants. 
Traditional practices in agriculture and fishing are proposed to be more sustainable, guided by the principle of 
respect to nature (land and sea) and others. Local traditional fishing methods promote the use of natural 
resources only for subsistence. As for agriculture, local production could be enhanced by implementing 
traditional fertilization and pest management, replacing chemical inputs and reducing consumption of imported 
goods. Under this point, schools and households play important roles through the promotion of gardens, 
traditional knowledge and healthy local consumption. Increasing consumption of local healthy foods also 
supports a reduction in obesity and the prevention of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) such as diabetes.  

Participants also pointed out the importance of learning from examples/experiences as a way of changing the 
mindset from exploitation to conservation, the need for community ownership of environmental programs such 
as tree planting, the need for more climate awareness programs, reconnection with traditional protected sites, 
the enforcement of those EPA polices that are already in place through community outreach, and funding 
mobilization.  

Participants of the FSM Nationwide consultation emphasized the importance of education and community 
engagement. Traditionally, all members of society play their role, women, men, and people with disabilities. 
Poverty is not recognized to be an issue in FSM. In terms of education, the promotion of eco-friendly lifestyles 
is key. The participants recognized that raising awareness regarding environmental issues such as 
microplastics, climate change, pollution, loss of biodiversity, needs to take place from household to 
work/school area, including all societal groups.  Although, it was raised that one of the States faced an issue 
with human trafficking cases that according to victims, were results of “poverty”, among others. 

There is a need to continue existing ongoing efforts with the involvement of marginalized and vulnerable 
groups to address climate change, prevent biodiversity loss, and manage solid waste pollution. In addition, 
through enhancing local food production, women and people with disabilities can benefit from employment 
and income generation.  

It was also remarked that a lot of backing/support is needed from government officials (the State Governor, 
Speaker, State Senators, congressmen etc.) in order to create more inclusive opportunities accommodating the 
needs of the most vulnerable. Capacity training (e.g. sign language) to support people with disabilities is 
needed to mobilize strategies to include this groups in decision making and reduce their vulnerability to 
natural risk.  
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4. How can we safeguard the rights of people and nature, including among 
others, indigenous peoples and local communities, environmental defenders, 
women, youth, future generations? 

 
 
5. What are the new or prioritized set of metrics and indicators needed for 
tracking our progress towards a healthier and more prosperous planet? 

 
 

Leadership Dialogue 2. Achieving a sustainable and inclusive recovery from the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) pandemic 

 
1. What are the most promising sustainable and inclusive recovery practices 
currently being applied by public, private and civil society groups at individual, 
community, city, regional, country level? And how could we scale them up? 

Participants from the consultation stated the importance of promoting a “care attitude” from within the family 
unit and the need to embrace traditional practices that are based on respect. In FSM society, as in many 
traditional cultures, the western definition of equality might not be fully incorporated by local communities. In 
the FSM, there are roles for women, youth and men, and they are based on respect. In fact, the promotion of 
equality is considered in some cases to be related to drinking issues in women and the rise in teenage pregnancy 
rates.  It was stated that despite the fact that men/women differ in their physical features and capacities, humans 
are to be treated as equal.  

Other key elements to safeguard rights of people and nature identified were the promoting collective action, 
environmental awareness, restoration of ecosystems, law enforcement and traditional knowledge. As well as 
ensuring funding to support vulnerable groups and address climate change, prevent biodiversity loss, and 
manage solid waste pollution. Lastly, it was also acknowledged the importance of ratifying international 
commitments, in special the ones that promote human rights and designing national and local strategies 
accordingly.  

There are a number of widely recognized programs and initiatives in place that are embraced by all levels of 
society such as Micronesia Challenge, Blue Prosperity and Ridge to Reef in FSM. These have defined metrics to 
track the success of implementation.  

Other metrics proposed by participants included household surveys to determine, for example, the number of 
households engaged in sustainable practices, in addition to other indicators such mangrove coverage, number 
of trees planted and monitored, number of recycled goods, number of trainings, behavioural change index, 
project monitoring and evaluation reports, and carbon emission data. It is recognized that baseline data is 
required in the first instance.  

It was also pointed out that different policies are useful in order to track progress, such as the State and National 
Strategic Development Plan (SDP), FSM National and State Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans 
(NBSAP/BSAPs) and the FSM National Environmental Management Strategy (NEMS). In addition, reports and 
periodic assessments are in place, such as the Environment Annual Report, Recycling Operation Report and 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).  
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2. What recovery and pre-existing practices need to be changed to ensure an 
inclusive and sustainable recovery? 

 
 
 
3. How do we ensure that all countries/communities can benefit from 
opportunities stemming from a sustainable and just transition? 

FSM has been one of the countries that has been COVID-19 free with no cases registered so far, therefore the 
impact of the pandemic in FSM has yet to be fully realized and analysed. Nationwide consultation participants 
pointed out several promising sustainable practices as a result of the new normality to keep encouraging such, 
as follows:  

1. Household food and nutrition security: establishing home gardens with traditional medicinal plants and 
trees to combat the effects of the virus, utilizing local and organic inputs for fertilization and pest 
management, and introducing healthy diets 

2. Local goods consumption: FSM is highly reliant on imported goods, when COVID-19 hit there was a 
noticeable increase of awareness to promote local supply and consumption due to importation delays 
and restrictions.  

3. Increase in hygiene and health awareness: WASH programs implemented at schools and other 
activities in collaboration with UNICEF working at household levels and with traditional leaders were 
stated as a success. 

4. Flexible school curriculum: the school system was adjusted to the new situation and a hybrid 
curriculum was developed with virtual learning and other alternative approaches included. 

5. Environmentally and culturally conscious tourism: alternative tourism that emphasizes responsible and 
more conscious tourists willing to invest in the local economy and respect the environment and culture.  

6. A reduction in carbon footprint, due to the implementation of travel bans. 
7. Transparent partnership between different stakeholder such as state taskforce and Red Cross towards 

protecting everyone and keeping the virus at bay.  
8. Local employment due to the opening of opportunities in education and jobs. 
9. Support of women in agriculture recognizing them as primary farmers. 
10. Stimulus for infrastructure facilities improvement.  
11. Sustainable fishing activities empowering communities to use their Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) to 

improve food and nutrition security.  
 

Participants agreed that in order to scale up on opportunities that exist and ensure sustainable recovery, there 
has to be community empowerment in decision making to be more inclusive and generate impact across multiple 
groups. Grant beneficiaries need to be selected in a partnership among various stakeholders, including 
government but also local and traditional community leaders, reaching the most vulnerable such women and 
people with disabilities.  

Another pre-existing practice that needs to be changed, recognized in the consultation, is the preference for 
imported foods such as rice, with the potential of local products such as breadfruit and taro capitalized upon to 
improve food and nutrition security.  

Lastly, in order to reduce border restrictions and best prepare for recovery, vaccination rate needs to increase. 
There is a strong rejection to getting vaccinated due to misinformation, hence, improving community awareness 
is key.  
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4. How can we create better performing industries and supply chains for a just 
transition to more sustainable economies? which sectors are most critical? 

 
 
5. What are some of the commitments and “responsible” principles that need 
to be made by key industry sectors and by finance and investment institutions? 

FSM as a Small Island Development State-SIDS faces many challenges regarding funding and human capacity. 
There is a need for grants that focus on education, food and nutrition security and climate change adaptation. 
Outreach programs supporting livelihoods in the outer islands facing migration due to climate risk is needed.  

Streamlining opportunities to the most in need was recognized to ensure that all groups of the community can 
benefit from the recovery. It is imperative to explore alternative job options to encourage a more inclusive and 
sustainable transition. Women are recognized as having a key influential role at household level decision 
making, therefore their voices need to be heard and encouraged.  

Improving partnerships and communication between NGOs, international cooperation and the legislature to 
support the design and implementation of laws and policies regarding the environment and the effects of 
climate change is needed. 

Lastly, acknowledging the diversity at all levels of society throughout the States and their specific needs is 
needed to reach a sustainable and just transition.  

The FSM nationwide consultation identified key sectors for a sustainable transition, with education and the 
environment being the most critical. Education is a pivotal sector that will create ripple effects across different 
sectors, promoting awareness of the importance of traditional knowledge/wisdom and eco-friendly practices 
from a young age. To have better performing industries and supply chains needs local capacity building; the 
high dependency on foreign labor to implement projects locally was noted.  

Also, sectors that rely on natural resources like agriculture, forestry and fisheries were mentioned. Additional 
sectors mentioned by the participants as being essential to a just transition included health and tourism. The 
legislative sector is important to enabling all the other sectors implement sustainable approaches.  

Private sector engagement is needed to a just transitions, therefore it was proposed to develop strategies to 
improve sustainable practices across these stakeholders (e.g. circular economy). Civil society it was also 
recognized to play a role in valuing local products and reduce dependency on imports.  
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6. What are the decent green jobs of the future?  What are the new skills 
needed, what is needed from business?  from government?  from academia? 

Some of the commitments highlighted by the participants included the government identifying and supporting 
alternative modes of income generation, especially for those occupations that majorly impact natural resources 
(such as sakau production, which contributes to deforestation). 

 It was noted that the government needs to work in closer collaboration with communities to encourage 
sustainability through community-led initiatives, communicating funding opportunities, improving capacity 
building for manpower and creating an enabling environment through specific legal frameworks (e.g., laws 
recognizing ‘cooperatives’ to allow the Yap Farmer’s Association to register as a cooperative). Additional 
commitments included increasing restrictions on destructive practices such as purse seining and other 
unsustainable fishing methods (near shore and offshore in the EEZ), and better fiscal management effectiveness.  

Suggested commitments at the community level included scaling up local agriculture and livestock (pigs and 
chickens) production and consumption, promoting local markets and introducing new crops. In order to do so, 
some factors need to be taken into account such as improving training in communities, support marketing and 
adding value to local products and increasing purchase power through better salaries. This would need a 
transparent partnership with private sector, implementing agencies, resource owners and government. It was 
also raised the need to improve fish processing and the establishment of a cannery in the FSM.  Processed cans 
will be fresh, affordable, accessible, and sustainable. This will reduce imported turkey tails and other processed 
food and increase local employment. Although is needed to enact laws/legislations to require certain percentage 
of catches by purse seiners to be sold locally. Food production systems is underinvested in the Pacific and needs 
more investment to keep being central sector for food security and livelihoods (e.g. implementing climate-smart 
agriculture).  

The need for support from all the stakeholders for those conservation projects or programs already in place that 
can guide or lead to a more sustainable economy, such as Blue Prosperity Micronesia and the Micronesia 
Challenge, was also acknowledged. Finally, placing Corporate Social Responsibility specially for addressing 
end-of-life vehicle issue is necessary.  
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Leadership Dialogue 3. Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimension of 
sustainable development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable 
development 

 

1. What are the biggest challenges we are facing in implementing the 
commitments to the 2030 Agenda and other environmental commitments (MEAs)? 
How do we create an enabling environment for delivery on the ground? 

 
 

Participants stated the need for the government to identify and define the concepts of “green and blue 
economies” in order to draw action. Government is in charge of collaborating with other sectors of society, such 
as the private sector, to support start-ups with a eco-friendly approach. The importance of revitalizing traditional 
systems, implementing sustainable financing mechanisms (e.g. amendment to the Container Deposit 
Legislation) and creating public-private partnership to provide economic incentives and green jobs opportunities 
(e.g. recycling vehicles, trading waste with bigger nations or pig manure collection for fertilization) was noted.   
 
Academic support could identify and propose green jobs that are suitable for SIDS, increasing studies related 
to green income generating alternatives for fishermen and farmers, developing eco-friendly packages for 
exportation of agriculture products, identifying types of native plants that can be consumed as an alternative to 
consumption of imported vegetables, supporting technical training in school/colleges in areas of renewable 
energy, sustainable agriculture, sustainable fishing techniques, among others.  
 
State and local stakeholders highlighted the importance of bartering and traditional “monetary” systems use by 
local communities in FSM. New job alternatives can also be related to marketing, preserving and adding value 
to products in agriculture, renewable energy, eco-friendly tourism, conservation activities (e.g. tree planting, 
coral monitoring), alternative sustainable food production (e.g. aquaculture projects, agroforestry project such 
is Coconut 4 life and climate-smart agriculture projects) and the 3Rs (e.g. recycling). 
 
It was also proposed to create green job vocational schools (coral monitoring, tree planting, aquaculture, 
agriculture, handicrafts, trade fairs) and focus scholarship options on subjects that are needed in the FSM. There 
is a need to focus on sustainable fisheries and creating green jobs that make use of traditional knowledge and 
skills.  

One of the biggest challenges highlighted by stakeholders at all levels (local, state, and national) was political 
will. Many of the international agreements signed by the government in the global agenda need to be endorsed 
by the Cabinet but there is a lack support by National and State leaders down to local communities due to a 
lack of awareness or misunderstanding of the importance of these international conventions. Therefore, they 
are difficult to implement and track because there are no complementary state level policies or annual plans, 
resulting in delayed implementation of the FSM’s obligation to international commitments. 

Technical and financial capacity, funding, and limited infrastructure were also mentioned as key challenges to 
deliver Agenda 2030. These conditions are exacerbated by the trend of migration outside the country due to a 
lack of opportunities. In order to have sustainable delivery on the ground, funding and community empowerment 
is needed. Community outreach and collaborative partnership is crucial for increasing awareness on 
environmental issues and policy implementation.  
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2. What are the good practices and pathways that you would like to see scaled 
up to accelerate the implementation of the environmental dimension of Sustainable 
Development in the context, of the Decade of Action? 

 
 
3. How to transform governance and legal systems that maintain long-term 
economic stability and ecological and social wellbeing for all? 

 
 

4. What measures are needed to align public, private and development finance 
with existing commitments and priorities? 

 

It was highlighted by the participants nature-based solutions as a pathway to sustainable development (e.g. 
mangrove planting, coral restoration, Ridge to Reef management, agroforestry, increase protected areas). Local 
and National government need to support this mentioned pathway by designing and implementing enabling 
environment. Law enforcement of existing policies such the application of Environmental Impact Assessment 
was also acknowledged in addition to the practices mentioned previously in Leadership Dialogue 1, question 1 
and 2.  

Finally, community involvement in decision making and funding is critical to accelerating implementation. It is 
required a change in lifestyle preferences, especially regarding food choices, promoting traditional local foods 

It was noted by the national stakeholders that the FSM has more duplication than gaps regarding environmental 
policy at the national level, but there are key subjects that are often marginalized such as enforcement, funding 
and human resources for implementation. To create an enabling environment for long-term economic stability, 
policies and laws (e.g. Climate Change and Protected Areas Network) need to be more streamlined to all sectors 
at all levels (State and Local) of the FSM, and a Smart Metering System to track progress on these should be 
developed. In particular, climate change policies and fisheries policies need to be addressed at the State level.  

There is also a need to update the legal framework of the FSM (both at National and State levels) to better 
integrate nature-based solutions, include infrastructure improvement and increase focus on topics such as 
importation, management, and the disposal of hazardous materials. This is proposed to be developed through 
a collaborative and integrated approach, involving all members of society and sectors. 

Research is also an area that participants touched on, stressing the importance of expanding research permits 
requirements to different areas, not only those identified under the Historic Preservation Office (HPO). Findings 
from research need to be socialized back to the community, government, and other stakeholders.  

To align private and public priorities and commitments it is critical to consider specific differences, opportunities 
for synergy, financial and technical capacities and coordination/collaboration between stakeholders. Many of 
the participants emphasized the need for government support and legal/funding frameworks to support 
community-driven projects/initiatives and priorities. There is need for a continuous technical training assistance 
and funding increasing local capacity and reducing dependency on foreign consultancy. This requires 
streamlining to support local NGOs to manage grants needed to improve social and ecological wellbeing,  

Participants mentioned that if challenges mentioned previously to deliver on the ground are addressed, then it 
will create an enabling environment for implementation 

Many local initiatives were mentioned such environmental champions that requires support from private and 
public stakeholders to be scaled up and have higher impact in FSM.  

Finally, there is a need for baseline information, in particular related to SDGs, therefore assessments (e.g. Rapid 
Integrated Assessment of the SDGs) need to be conducted in order to better address decision making. 
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5. What type of partnerships from the UN and beyond are needed to accelerate 
a green and sustainable economic transformation that leaves no one behind? 

 
 

6. What capacities and technologies are needed to improve human wellbeing in 
harmony with nature, including digital technologies? 

  

There are 26 UN agencies in the Pacific which can support the FSM towards a green and sustainable economic 
transformation at different levels. UNICEF, UNDP and JICA were mentioned as agencies with significant 
influence in the country. The sharing of successful green approaches, best practices or techniques that have 
been implemented in other countries would be beneficial.  

Partnership with UN agencies can amplify the voices of SIDS, which is fundamental to visualize the challenges 
they are facing under the changing social, ecological and economic environments.  

State and local stakeholders pointed out the importance of supporting the creation of an enabling environment 
contextualized to the situation of FSM as a SIDS, as well as having flexibility for funding in order to direct 
financial support to where it is most needed. This requires simpler reporting formats and increasing interaction 
among the countries and stakeholders. Specifically, the private sector and women need to more be involved, 
engaged, and empowered to support sustainable transformation. Further discussions including these mentioned 
sectors and groups need to take place.  

It was also stated that some programs will benefit with the support of the UN through technical and financial 
assistance, such as is the case for Blue Prosperity Micronesia.  

It is important to also continue mobilizing resources through the GEF funding platform. 

Communication in the FSM is challenging due to the impact of weather in the stability of connections, often 
related to heavy rain or storms. This highlights the need for technological development and capacity related 
to IT.  

Also, climate change adaptation strategies are the central point to improve human well-being through 
science and traditional knowledge, embracing nature-based solutions (e.g. climate-smart agriculture).   

One challenge in FSM and many SIDS is the high dependency of external expertise to improve infrastructure. 
Capacity building to have experts in local communities is necessary towards sustainable successful project 
implementation (e.g. water systems and renewable energy).  
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Country-specific agenda of the national consultation 

 
A summary of the discussions relevant to country-specific themes including links to NDCs, 
NAPS, NBSAPS, and other national/sectoral frameworks: challenges, opportunities, 
solutions, recommendations. 

 

The FSM+50 Consultation held on the 11th of May, generated much discussion on the different environmental 
challenges that the country is facing, but also on possible solutions and opportunities that can be done to 
mitigate them.  

A challenge that was highlighted by all discussion groups was the pandemic and how it impacted the different 
sectors within the four states, such as the health sector, educational sector, and different business sectors as 
well. By facing hurdles to keep citizens and the country itself COVID-19 free, it brought to light a few 
improvements that could be made not only for the people’s safety but also for their overall wellbeing. For 
example, one common solution that was mentioned was the implementation of hygiene programs. Kosrae, 
Pohnpei, and Chuuk all mentioned the significance of the WASH program. This program was implemented in 
schools allowing students to practice regular hygiene protocols by having access to several handwashing 
stations. In addition, schools were able to raise awareness by having school visitations from health professionals 
who stressed the importance of proper hygiene. 

Another challenge that was frequently brought up in regards to COVID-19 was food security. Although the 
FSM can sustain itself with its local produce, it has also become dependent on imported goods as it is readily 
available and convenient in supermarkets. People are more likely to buy store produce than to grow local 
produce. However, due to food import constraints, it allowed people to consider alternative options in regards 
to local food production. In addition, due to income disparities, it has also opened opportunities for people to 
explore other business options that can provide them with an additional source of income. Therefore, there was 
much discussion between different states on scaling up local agriculture, local fisheries, local businesses, all 
while considering sustainable measures as well.  

The FSM is still heavily dependent on small-scale agriculture and fisheries for livelihood. For Yap State, most 
income for communities is provided through subsistence agriculture (e.g., local farming and fishing). The state 
is also dependent on imported goods, so due to covid constraints, opportunities were seen for the communities 
to consider local options instead. As this particular state is more susceptible to wildfires as well, it is noted that 
looking into sustainable measures is critical to consider in the case of agriculture, such as implementing nature-
based solutions like agroforestry. For Pohnpei State, they mentioned how sakau plantations have been 
predominant on the island as it is another source of income for local residents and is widely used. However, as 
sakau plantations are increasing, it is leading to deforestation in key ecosystems such as watersheds.  

Other opportunities for increasing food security can also be implemented through the education sector and into 
the school system/curriculums. FSM DECEM stressed the importance of educating the youth on the importance 
of nature and sustainable farming practices. By including environmental training activities in school curriculums, 
children can become more aware at a younger age and carry those practices as they grow older. Different 
schools have either implemented or are considering the implementation of school gardens as a start. This option 
will allow students to have hands-on experience with gardening and overall farming practices. School gardens 
can also allow students to plant their own local crops and other green varieties that are extremely beneficial to 
their health. 

The overall discussion also brought up other solutions, such as reintroducing traditional farming methods that 
were used in the past. Exploring traditional methods can offer the communities with sustainable options (e.g., 
traditional food preservation systems, recovery planting techniques) that are less strenuous on the environment. 
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Proper waste management was another topic that several states brought up as it is a challenge that all states 
face. Yap State mentioned that in order to scale up for a healthier environment, it is important for them to 
properly manage and possibly improve their current waste and landfill sites. Pohnpei State also added that 
apart from improving solid waste management, it is also crucial for recycling programs to be implemented as 
well. Currently, only Yap State has a functioning recycling center. However, the state program mainly focuses 
on recycled cans and bottles. For Chuuk State, they mentioned that there is currently only a Recycling Act 
proposal, but it still needs to be passed through the state and municipal governments. Although Kosrae State 
does not currently have a recycling program in place, they brought up the possibility of looking into water to 
energy concepts as part of implementing the 3Rs (reuse, reduce, recycle) measures into place. Waste has been 
an ongoing issue within the country that is slowly degrading the environment. An evident example mainly 
brought up by National, Yap and Pohnpei discussions was the increasing number of abandoned junk cars 
throughout the islands. The issue of vehicle littering is due to the fact that many second-hand or used cars are 
imported into the country.  Once they are out of use, there is limited space to store them, so they are either left 
in people’s backyards, landfills, or throughout the forests. States mentioned that proposed solutions would be 
to not only implement recycling centers but also expand their capacity to include scrap metals or other car parts. 
Other proposed solutions would be to amend current legislation to include incentives for people to recycle and 
also expand the recycling centers’ intakes.  

In addition, several discussions brought up topics of increasing eco-friendliness in regard to increasing 
investment into renewable energy and eco-tourism. Yap State mentioned that investing more in renewable 
energy such as solar and wind, particularly solar as it is more promising and would provide more opportunities 
for bringing in green jobs into their state. Other states mentioned that investing in sustainable agriculture is 
another opportunity for increasing green jobs. Although mentioned earlier, reviving traditional practices as well 
are solutions that can be considered green jobs and would be both environmentally and culturally beneficial for 
the people. Traditional practices have already been implemented into eco-tourism in the previous years. For 
example, Yap State’s tourism sector is known for the incorporation of its cultural dances as part of tourists’ 
island experiences during their visits. It not only benefits the state’s economy but also preserves their cultures 
and traditions. Although the pandemic has put a halt on the tourism sector within the FSM, states mentioned 
that they can look for ideas to reinvigorate their tourism sector to be eco-friendlier and more sustainable. Palau 
was brought up as their eco-tourism sector is a recommended model that the FSM states can look up to. 
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Discussions related to the FSM's progression toward a healthier and more prosperous future brought up 
different measures that are already being implemented. One measure that is already in place is the Micronesia 
Challenge (MC), established in 2006. It includes all five jurisdictions within Micronesia: The Republic of Palau, 
CNMI, Marshall Islands, Guam, and the FSM. The MC has two main goals that were intended to be achieved by 
2020. The initial goals were to protect biodiversity by conserving 30% of near-shore resources and at least 20% 
of forest resources throughout Micronesia. Although the FSM is relatively small in terms of total land mass, it is 
a large ocean country that encompasses over 480 coral species and over 1,300 reef fish species. As previously 
mentioned, the FSM is home to many endemic species as well. Many of the citizens rely on their marine and land 
resources not only as a means of income but also for their own livelihoods. It has been a vital part of the people's 
identity for centuries. The Micronesian Challenge has been an accumulation and initiatives from different island 
states, their governments, non-profit organizations, and most especially their island communities. Although it 
has faced challenges since its commencement in 2006, it has also achieved great success. Each of the states 
has made progress with its own intended commitments. For example, Palau showed great progress by 2019 
with a total of 35 protected areas that represented 70% and 16% of its marine and terrestrial areas. The 
Micronesia Challenge has also encouraged all five jurisdictions as well to continue their efforts and span beyond 
their initial goals. After assessing the achievements made in innovative conservation, leaders have committed 
to an extension of the challenge that will span for another 10 years; the Micronesia Challenge 2030. This 
challenge aims to increase the goals of effective management from 30 to 50% of marine resources and from 20 
to 30% of terrestrial resources across Micronesia. It also expands on the values within the challenge to include 
vital components such as gender equity and inclusive stakeholder engagement in planning effective 
approaches. A similar program that has been implemented and is also in line with the Micronesia Challenge is 
the Blue Prosperity Micronesia initiative that began in 2019. This initiative was discussed in the meeting as its 
goals are also in line with the Micronesia Challenge. Blue Prosperity is a multi-year initiative of the FSM 
Government, the Blue Prosperity Coalition, and local partners to preserve the FSM’s marine environment and 
fisheries resources and to balance economic development with marine protection. In addition, this program also 
looks into the goal of protecting at least 30% of its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) from commercial fishing and 
extractive industries. 

Full support from different stakeholders will be needed in order to effectively implement laws and policies that 
aim to protect the FSM’s natural resources. This was also a topic of discussion as it is one of the major hurdles 
that the FSM faces. A key point that the four states brought up is the lack of political will and collaboration 
among different stakeholders that tends to hold down progress in many sectors. Although progress has been 
happening in different sectors throughout the years, many policies and laws are still yet to be implemented to 
support environmental efforts that are taking place. Representatives of the national government stressed that 
it can be quite difficult to implement national policies since most of the states have their own major issues and 
priorities. Different states also mentioned difficulties that can occur on the state level if local communities and 
government officials do not agree on certain priorities. Therefore, it is highly crucial for these dialogues to extend 
within different sectors of both private and government, and the local communities as well. It will ensure that 
policies implemented can be more inclusive of the needs of the communities within different states as they are 
the main stakeholders.  

1. Full Micronesia Challenge Evaluation; December 2019: http://bit.ly/MCeval2020  
2. Micronesia Challenge: 30, 20, One Micronesia (nature.org) 
3. FSM_Legal_Framework_Assessment_V4_Final_27AUG21.pdf (fsmembassy.fm)  
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What were the priorities, needs, key messages and solutions raised by women, youth, 
indigenous peoples, local communities, people with disabilities, and other stakeholder 
groups under vulnerable conditions or marginalized?   

 
 

 

The consultation with the women, youth and persons living with disabilities raised the concerned of exclusion 
of these groups from project development and implementation, losing out on the benefits that could improve 
their livelihoods. Therefore it was proposed to develop projects with better participation/inclusion mechanism 
of these groups. 
 
Main challenges being faced by FSM regarding environment highlighted by the youth were: community 
outreach, information sharing and regulations involving littering is ineffective; deforestation is increasing due to 
changes in lifestyles, lack of waste management awareness and low environmental law enforcement. Thus, this 
group identified solutions towards a healthier environment: increasing law enforcement of the environmental 
policies in place, place awareness programs focusing on households regarding waste management, supporting 
clean up initiatives, creation green jobs for environmental assessments and evaluations that supports law 
enforcement to establish fines. As well as expanding green job opportunities in FSM such Coconut for Life and 
aquaculture, promoting green vocational programs in younger generations and environmental education and 
enhancing intergenerational dialogues to pass down traditional knowledge of agroforestry. There are some 
initiatives identified by the youth that supports their empowerment such as Young Pacific Leaders Program: The 
2021 Small Grants fund actions to raise awareness on waste management, and activities to commemorate 
World Youth Day and raise awareness to be advocates and active stakeholders addressing environmental 
issues. 
 
Individual actions mentioned by representatives from youth in FSM were responsible consumption (e.g. not 
buying undersized seafood which promotes overfishing), participation in river and stream clean-up, family 
gardening, engaging in environmental education actions, supporting younger generations to make good 
decisions towards a healthy environment (e.g. educate young generation not to litter).  
 
As for people with disabilities, representatives identified challenges around including this group in many 
activities such events and meetings. It was stated that in order for them to be involved in certain actions towards 
the environment such planting or gardening, special accommodations need to take place. In FSM, natural 
disasters affect people with disability most, therefore is fundamental to design inclusive actions to prevent this 
vulnerable group to be left behind. When covid started there were programs funded to raised awareness among 
people with disabilities about the virus but there were many limitations, specially to reach people with hearing 
problems. There is a lack of specialized support with the knowledge to communicate with sign language in FSM, 
reason why many environmental activities are not inclusive.  
 
Solutions identified by people with disabilities were among supporting community-based initiatives such as 
river clean ups and family gardening for food security, training people in sign language to support inclusive 
awareness activities in covid and environmental issues and improve involvement of people with disabilities in 
meetings and events, especially those with hearing limitations. Some individual actions proposed were taking 
action towards a healthy environment being good role-models for other members of society. 
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How did various stakeholder groups in your country express their expectations from the 
Stockholm+50 international meeting? What changes do they expect in the international 
environmental cooperation, policies, and investment frameworks as a follow up to the 
Stockholm+50? How do they think that Stockholm+50 can help your country better 
position itself for advancing integrated solutions across national climate, biodiversity, 
green recovery, sectoral, and SDG policy frameworks? 

 
 

 

 

Representatives from women group raised 3 central concerns in FSM:  
1) Migration and displacement of FSM citizens in climate change:  This is an issue that needs to be 

addressed and given priority as one of the biggest humanitarian challenges faced in FSM today. 
Many people, mostly outer islands, move to the main islands (not by choice) due to natural causes.  
Often, they are discriminated against – language barrier, lack of education, no sense “belonging”, 
feeling of being outcast, etc.   Land is a major issue. However, not much is being addressed at the 
National and State levels.  Too often, these people are denied humanitarian assistance and 
protection. As a result, many migrate to the US.  It is estimated that about 2,000 FSM citizens 
migrate to the US annually to seek better lives and opportunities. Displacement of women/children 
could result in domestic and sexual violence.  Most importantly, displacement will result in the 
loss of identity.  In respond to this, it is imperative to provide support and essential services to 
meet the humanitarian needs.   Engage local and national authorities to run projects within host 
communities to promote understanding interaction and social inclusion. 

2) Food security: Establishment of a fresh, affordable, accessible, and sustainable fish cannery in the 
FSM owned by the country. Fish resources is one of the most important resources in the FSM.  It is 
estimated that over 150,000 tonnes of tuna is harvested every year in the FSM.   FSM’s dream 
since the inception of the Compact was to create an industry to increase internal revenues. Having 
a cannery in the FSM will reduce importation of processed food, increase local employment, and 
reduce NCDs. 

3) Cause of Increased Cancer Cases among Women/Nuclear Test in RMI: Request an independent 
scientific study to determine the cause of increased cancer cases among women in the FSM and 
determinate if this could be related to environmental issues such climate change or pollution. 
There is a concern that FSM citizens could be exposed to the Nuclear Test and nuclear fallout in 
the RMI, at some extend related to sea level rise that might be causing leakage. 

Participants expressed that Stockholm+50 international meeting is an opportunity to evaluate the progress on 
environmental performance around the world, for specially for SIDS amplify concerns related to environmental 
justice that they are facing such climate change and nuclear testing.  Although, it was also noted the burden that 
small countries such as SIDS face to fulfil all the international requirements in reporting, therefore it was 
proposed more support in funding and capacity building and more flexible mechanisms to participate in 
international agreements.  

Stakeholders looked forward to being notified about the outcome of the National Consultation and the 
international meeting. It was also expected to draw recommendations from the Stockholm+50 international 
meeting to improve environment sector in FSM, develop gender and social inclusion strategies, move forward in 
line with the global context and raise awareness of the challenges FSM is facing in relation to climate change, 
pollution, food security and biodiversity loss.  
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Highlights from the on-line SparkBlue Consultations 

Summarize the key types of comments, recommendations and findings relevant to 
the Stockholm+50 Leadership Dialogues themes. 

 

Leadership Dialogue 1. Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a 
healthy planet and prosperity of all 

 
 

Leadership Dialogue 2. Achieving a sustainable and inclusive recovery from the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic 

 
  

Leadership Dialogue 3. Accelerating the implementation of the environmental 
dimension of sustainable development in the context of the decade of action and 
delivery for sustainable development 

 
4.  Consultation Follow-up, Next Steps and Links to National Policies 

 
Possible follow-up and next steps including the design and implementation of socially 
inclusive and gender-responsive national and sectoral polices, NDCs, NBSAPs, INFFs, 
SDG Strategies, Green/Blue Economy and Green Recovery Plans, etc..  

It is necessary to acknowledge that FSM climate conditions and connectivity presents significant challenges 
for effectively engaging in online discussions. Discussions were therefore held solely during the May 11th 
FSM Nationwide Consultation. Utilization of SparkBlue was limited to:  

• Provision of relevant resources in addition to the established policy library  
• Posting event-specific details: date and time of the consultation, Zoom link for online participation  
• Link to the SparkBlue platform via the official consultation invitation. 

It is necessary to acknowledge that FSM climate conditions and connectivity presents significant challenges 
for effectively engaging in online discussions. Discussions were therefore held solely during the May 11th 
FSM Nationwide Consultation. Utilization of SparkBlue was limited to:  

• Provision of relevant resources in addition to the established policy library  
• Posting event-specific details: date and time of the consultation, Zoom link for online participation  
• Link to the SparkBlue platform via the official consultation invitation. 

It is necessary to acknowledge that FSM climate conditions and connectivity presents significant challenges 
for effectively engaging in online discussions. Discussions were therefore held solely during the May 11th 
FSM Nationwide Consultation. Utilization of SparkBlue was limited to:  

• Provision of relevant resources in addition to the established policy library  
• Posting event-specific details: date and time of the consultation, Zoom link for online participation  
• Link to the SparkBlue platform via the official consultation invitation. 
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How has coordination with other national/subnational processes benefited/been 
improved?  

 
 
How will stakeholder dialogue on these topics be maintained and continued? What 
platforms or mechanisms are in place for stakeholders to provide their feedback and 
follow up recommendations, including the use of virtual dialogues and digital 
technologies? 

 

As follow-up activities, the participants proposed to have a separate dialogue with private sectors, CSOs, NGOs 
and the different UN Agencies active in the FSM to identify the types of partnerships that may be possible to 
establish in the future.  

Gender and social inclusion is a key element that need to be wider develop in environmental strategies, therefore, 
project implementation need to consider best practices to reduce possible marginalization of vulnerable groups. 
Even though, it was stated that under FSM culture, everyone plays a role, women and people with disabilities 
often feel left out of decision making and various activities. Women play an essential role in accelerating the 
transition towards sustainable consumption and production; therefore, their capacity and empowerment need to 
be strengthened and supported.   

Data collection and analysis is the first step towards designing and implementing more socially inclusive and 
gender-responsive policies. FSM as many small developing countries lack reliable information for design making, 
turning difficult the monitor progress towards achieving SDGs.  

Lastly, there is a need to increase awareness and contextualize gender inclusion pathways to local traditional 
systems, forecasting possible repercussions on community dynamics.  

Environmental framework is a cross cutting issue involving all sectors, public and private, specially under the 
scenario FSM is facing with climate change, all members of the society need to be in sync towards ensuring 
sustainable livelihood for the country. It was noted an effective coordination and collaboration within national, 
state and local stakeholders, in particular government throughout this consultation. Although there is room for 
improvement, environmental challenges and solutions are widely recognized by the participants, bringing special 
attention to education in a sustainable and just transition.  

The role of women and youth was central in the discussions, proposing scaling up actions towards their 
empowerment. Lastly, the role of private sector and local/traditional leaders could be enhanced in these types of 
discussions, increasing their engagement. 

 

Reports from the Nationwide Consultation need to be communicated back to the communities and all the different 
stakeholder groups that were engaged in the Consultation (and beyond). Draft report was shared among various 
stakeholders though email to gather inputs towards the final outcome. It was expressed the wish to maintain 
dialogue involving other members of society leaving no-one behind, further broaden inclusiveness and facilitating 
their contributions.  Participants from the consultation look forward the recommendations from the international 
meeting and further opportunities to improve FSM environment.  

Digital technologies are a challenge in FSM due to the impact of the weather in internet stability, therefore no 
further virtual dialogues are not proposed yet. Added to the issue of having stakeholders that are not properly 
digitally equipped to ensure maximum involvement.  

Finally, it is important to acknowledged that there are projects in place tackling many environmental challenges 
mentioned by the participants in this consultation, although sustainability might not be ensured due to lack of 
funding or local capacity.  
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What other initiatives have been triggered/inspired/informed by the National 
Consultation?  

 
5. Annexes 

Please attach here: 

• Agenda(s) of the national consultation 
• List of participants disaggregated by stakeholder group, public/private/civil 

society, national/international  
• More detailed minutes/transcripts of the consultation(s) 
• Power point presentations, flowcharts, or any other graphics 
• Consultation photos, video(s) 
• Summary of traditional and social media coverage with links  
• Any other communication materials or assets you prepared in support of the 

consultations which can include:  
o materials/assets that were used to promote the consultations in advance; 
o materials/assets that communicated the event and progress of the 

consultations themselves such as recordings or summaries; 
o materials/assets that share the findings, conclusions, insights from the 

consultations. 

 

There is a recognized need to have a local and national platform for collaboration among stakeholders and projects 
to find the best way to develop synergies between initiatives and to avoid duplication of efforts while amplify the 
outcomes of these initiatives. For example, with a GCF Climate Resilient Food Security that is being implemented 
in FSM, there is an intend to stablish a coordination mechanism through a committee that channels down funding 
effectively to local communities and aims for sustainable organization that could be used as a model by other 
projects coming to FSM.  The National consultation allowed consideration of the state of government coordination 
and ways for governance improvement in the future.  

Furthermore, several initiatives were shared during the consultation that could be scaled up towards a healthier 
environment, from a bottom-up approach, empowering vulnerable groups such women and youth and boosting 
nature-based solutions for the environmental issues that FSM is facing. Lastly, this consultation allowed to 
recognize the role of all members of society and the need to include a systematic/holistic approach to tackle 
environmental issues.  


