STOCKHOLM +50 
YOUTH CONSULTATION 
MEETING MINUTES
	Date 
	2 May 2022 (Monday)

	Time
	09.00 AM - 12:30 PM

	Venue 
	Virtual via Zoom 



Meeting Participants:
	No
	Name
	Title
	Gender
	Sector
	Organization

	1
	Avishka Sendanayake
	Consultant on Climate change and water security
	Female
	Other
	UNICEF

	2
	Eshadi Mendis
	Youth Representative
	Female
	
	Stockholm+50 Youth Task Force

	3
	Shashiprabha Ekanayake
	Student
	Female
	Agriculture
	Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka

	4
	Rashmi Mohotti
	Student
	Female
	Energy, Chemical, Utilities
	

	5
	I.R. Thisarani Paramitha
	Student
	Female
	Education
	University of Kelaniya

	6
	Nipun Madusanka
	Student
	Male
	Education
	University of Vocational Technology

	7
	Piyumi Thennakoon
	Student
	Female
	Agriculture
	University of Ruhuna

	8
	Kaushika Abeysinghe
	Student
	Male
	Education
	University of Vocational Technology

	9
	Ediriweera Patabendige Thisarika Udarinie
	Lecturer, Logistics and Transport
	Female
	Education
	CINEC Campus (Pvt) Ltd

	10
	Aruni Shalika
	Lecturer, Accounting & Finance
	Female
	Accounting
	CINEC Campus (Pvt) Ltd

	11
	Janopikumar Anpalakan
	Biotechnologist
	Male
	Medical, Pharma, Biotech
	University of Ruhuna

	12
	Samodth Suriarachchi
	Student
	Male
	Transportation & Distribution
	General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University

	13
	Senani Lankeshwari Bandara
	Lecturer
	Female 
	Hospitality, Travel, Tourism
	CINEC Campus (Pvt) Ltd

	14
	Isanka Senavirthna
	Student
	Male
	Other
	University of Vocational Technology

	15
	Shafra Farook
	Student 
	Female
	Education
	Wayamba University of Sri Lanka

	16
	Waruni Tissera
	Student
	Female
	Education
	Wayamba University of Sri Lanka

	17
	Thilakshan Thisaiveerasingam
	Student, Researcher
	Male
	Education
	University of Moratuwa

	18
	Kaushala Amarakoon
	
	Male
	Other
	UNDP

	19
	Siththika Sothinathan
	Demonstrator
	Female
	Agriculture
	University of Jaffna

	20
	Niranjan Kannangara
	Lecturer
	Male
	Education
	University of Ruhuna

	21
	Malinthi Jayawardena
	Lecturer
	Female
	Education
	CINEC Campus (Pvt) Ltd

	22
	Tharindi Amarathunge
	Lecturer, Mathematics
	Female
	Education
	CINEC Campus (Pvt) Ltd

	23
	Lasitha Manathunga
	Student
	Male
	Agriculture
	University of Peradeniya

	24
	Rajitha Katugaha
	Lecturer
	Male
	Other
	University of Moratuwa

	25
	Thilina Rathnayake
	Student
	Male
	Energy, Chemical, Utilities
	University of Peradeniya

	26
	Tharushi Silva
	
	Female
	Education
	University of Sabaragamuwa

	27
	Surath Gajanayake
	Student
	Male
	Transportation & Distribution
	University of Moratuwa

	28
	Akila Herath
	Student
	Male
	Agriculture
	University of Moratuwa

	29
	Eumie Bandara
	Student 
	Female
	Other
	University of Ruhuna

	30
	Sahassri Wijesundera
	Student 
	Female
	Other 
	University of Kelaniya

	31
	Rukshan Liyanage
	Student
	Male
	Manufacturing
	University of Peradeniya

	32
	Kavishka Gunarathna
	Student 
	Female
	Transportation & Distribution
	General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University

	33
	Sukhitha Rathnayake
	Student
	Male
	Agriculture
	Uva Wellassa University

	34
	Hasini De Silva
	Student
	Female
	Energy, Chemical, Utilities
	University of Peradeniya

	35
	Fawaz Iqbal
	Student
	Male
	Energy, Chemical, Utilities
	University of Peradeniya

	36
	Shafana Hamza
	Development Officer
	Female
	Government - State & Local
	Divisional Secretariat

	37
	Ayomi Pabasara
	Lecturer
	Female
	Education
	University of Ruhuna

	38
	Kusal Herath
	Student
	Male
	Agriculture 
	Uva Wellassa University

	39
	Sithmi Madanayake
	Student 
	Female
	Energy, Chemical, Utilities
	University of Peradeniya

	40
	Anupa Gunasekara
	Student 
	Male
	Education
	General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University

	41
	Shameen Dharmasena
	Lecturer
	Male
	Education
	University of Moratuwa

	42
	Madura Kanchana
	Student
	Male
	Energy, Chemical, Utilities
	University of Peradeniya

	43
	Hasini Ganege
	Lecturer
	Female
	Education
	University of Ruhuna

	44
	Thilini Jayasooriya
	Student
	Female
	Agriculture
	University of Ruhuna

	45
	Thisari Bandara
	Student
	Female
	Other
	University of Peradeniya

	46
	Priyangika Pitawala
	Instructor
	Female
	Education
	University of Peradeniya

	47
	Yehan Rajapakse
	Student
	Male
	Education
	General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University

	48
	Sandamini Weerathunga
	Student
	Female
	Education
	

	49
	Isuru Madushan
	
	Male
	Other
	Wayamba University

	50
	Mevan Kodituwakku
	Engineer
	Male
	Engineering
	

	51
	Nipuni Weerawardhana
	
	Female
	Education
	Ocean University

	52
	Pasindu Madusanka
	Student
	Male
	Education
	University of Ruhuna

	53
	Ranushi Layanga
	
	Female
	Other
	Wayamba University

	54
	Thejan Viduranga
	Student
	Male
	Construction Technology
	Wayamba University

	55
	Kesara Wagachchi
	
	Male
	Education
	University of Peradeniya

	56
	Kandasamy Thanusan
	Demonstrator
	Male
	Agriculture
	

	57
	Chirangsri Ihalavithana
	
	Female
	Energy, Chemical, Utilities
	University of Peradeniya

	58
	Sahani Bandara 
	
	Female
	Manufacturing
	University of Peradeniya

	59
	Sameera Dhananjaya
	Product Designer
	Male
	Interiors
	Concept Interiors

	60
	Sarani Varatharajah
	Demonstrator
	Female
	Agriculture
	University of Jaffna

	61
	Ganesh Priyanka
	Assistant Lecturer
	Female
	Education
	University of Jaffna

	62
	Wimukthi Dhananjaya
	
	Male
	Education
	Rajarata University

	63
	Vishmika Weeraman
	
	Female
	Agriculture
	University of Jaffna

	64
	Asela Dissanayake
	Student
	Male
	Education
	Ocean University

	65
	Madhawa Mirihagalla
	
	Male
	Other
	

	66
	Reinurshan Kanagaratnam
	Student
	Male
	Education
	University of Kelaniya

	67
	Jithmi Bandara
	Student
	Female
	Energy, Chemical, Utilities
	

	68
	Sandani Edirisinghe
	
	Female 
	Hospitality, Travel, Tourism
	National Institute Of social development

	69
	Dulani Senarathne
	
	Female
	
	University of Peradeniya




Discussion Summary: 
	Agenda Item
	Discussion

	Technical Discussion 
	Following a breakdown of participants into 3 groups assigned to a particular LD group, and following an extensive focused group discussion amidst each, a focal point from each group presented their answers, and the following responses were discussed and validated – 
Leadership Dialogue 1: Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity for all – (assigned to Group 1)
Group 1 suggested the following inputs under each GQ, for which the other participants provided suggestions (see below) which were incorporated to finalize the overall inputs - 
GQ1 - 
	Good Practices
	Pathways

	Home gardening (HG) to produce food at home and as a method to reduce food waste 
	· Technical and other types of support to initiate and maintain home gardening practices at the household level 

	Use of sustainable/renewable energy sources 

	· Raise awareness on the SDGs, provide technical and financial support, research, and development into addressing issues such as inhibition by ammonia in biogas generation 

	Localization of the SDGs 
Good attitude towards nature

	· Research and innovation, the development of practical sustainability frameworks that are specified for each industry 
· Maintaining a good mental health among the youth 




GQ2 – 

	Actions
	Policies
	Structures

	Promotion of home gardening to produce food at home and to reduce food waste
	· Incentive scheme to motivate taking up and continuing in-home gardening 
· Raising awareness on ways to use leftover food and on food preservation techniques
· Promote appropriate waste management practices

	· Making guidelines for home gardening readily available
· Web-based sessions on how to implement home gardening, addressing other issues and on minimizing the use of harmful chemicals
· Applications to select areas for home gardening, choose appropriate varieties of plants and practices, and monitoring the duration
· Communication on the amount of food waste generated at localities to those who are responsible/relevant authorities (e.g.: university canteen) in order to make an attitudinal change towards waste generation


	Promote the use of sustainable/renewable energy sources
	· Engage technology and financial institutions 
· Energy storage facilities
· Favourable policies to encourage the use of renewable energy by government agencies

	· Regulatory bodies – infrastructure upgrading, off-grid renewable energy solutions, decentralized power systems, dendro power – with sustainable sources ensured
· Incentive schemes for renewable energy producers 
· Mechanism to quantify biogas generated for inputs supplied  


	Localization of the SDGs
	· Mechanism for tracking the progression towards achieving the SDGs

	· Institutional framework developed for each industry
· Framework to measure/monitor mental health 




GQ3 – 
	How could marginalized and vulnerable groups benefit?

	1
	Incentive schemes for vulnerable groups to engage with/use renewable energy sources (Reinstate support scheme for biogas) 

	2
	Provide marketplaces for excess home grown produce 

	3
	Mechanism to ensure use of sustainable sources for dendro power 

	4
	Ensuring that safe disposal methods are used to dispose solar cells and used batteries




GQ4 –
	How can we safeguard the rights of people and nature?

	1
	Soil erosion control through home gardening

	2
	Educational reforms to encourage learning from nature/practical ways to inculcate positive attitudes towards nature

	3
	Enforcement of rules and regulations to safeguard nature and people

	4
	Conducting research and development to solve the issue regarding the odor from digestates – enabling them to be used as fertilizers 



GQ5 –
	Metrics
	Indicators

	
	Product recycling percentage of the country, percentage of renewable energy production

	
	Change in food waste generation 

	
	Acidity level of rainwater in selected locations over time


Suggestion:
· Question from one of the participants: Can we add atmospheric variation as an indicator?
· Acidity levels of rainwater in sample locations around Sri Lanka – looking at the differences can give us a clear idea about the level of emitted CO2 as a scale
Meeting specific question –
	What kind of follow-up activities would you like to see?

	1
	Platform for sharing best practices and technologies in solving main issues relating to sustainable development 

	2
	Promotion of organic farming 

	3
	Balanced resource use between countries  


Leadership Dialogue 2: Achieving a sustainable and inclusive recovery from COVID-19 – (assigned to Group 2)
Group 2 suggested the following inputs under each GQ, for which the other participants provided suggestions (see below) which were incorporated to finalize the overall inputs – 
GQ1 - 
	Current Recovery Practices 
	Public 
	Private 
	Civil Society 

	Individual
Community
City
Regional
Country 
	Online platform for education, banking, e-commerce etc.

	
	Personal hygienic practices

	
	Awareness creation at all levels on the use of online platforms

	
	Sustainable consumption and minimizing waste



	Scale up 
	Public 
	Private 
	Civil Society 

	Individual
Community
City
Regional
Country 
	In the education sector, courses should be developed in a way that they can be offered online as well

	
	Developing more user-friendly, safe and reliable applications for e-commerce, especially in rural areas 

	
	Improvement of infrastructure for ICT use


GQ2 – 
	Pre-existing practices that need to be changed

	1
	Use of individual transport - to be discouraged (Which was promoted during the pandemic for safety reasons)

	2
	Use of nonbiodegradable items (PPEs) – to the extent that it’s possible to reduce waste loads


GQ3 – 
	How do we ensure that all countries/communities can benefit?

	1
	All these are applicable for all countries/communities


GQ4 – 
	How can we create better performing industries 

	1
	Use of renewable energy

	2
	Ensuring social safeguards (Through decent and safe work environments)  

	3
	Priority for local and rural/cottage industries 




	How can we create better performing supply chains?

	1
	Organized database that has information on the needs of each and every industry 

	2
	Network of supplies through online platforms 

	3
	Regional supply networks


 

	Which industrial sectors are most critical? 

	1
	ICT sector – Useful for the operation of all other sectors and it is a sector that brings a lot of foreign exchange to the country

	2
	Construction sector – It is now in danger due to the shortage of raw materials and high prices

	3
	Agricultural industry – Important to ensure food security 




	
	Rationale for selecting critical industrial sectors

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	



GQ5 – 
	Commitments
	Key industry sectors
	Finance and investment institutions

	1
	Agricultural – Proper and efficient use of fertilizers and pesticides 

	2
	Construction – Promotion of producing locally made raw materials

	3
	ICT – Infrastructure facilities for rural areas




	Responsible principles
	Key industry sectors
	Finance and investment institutions

	1
	

	2
	



GQ6 – 
	
	What are the decent green jobs of the future?

	1
	In the fields of renewable energy, energy conservation and efficiency 

	2
	Waste treatment (Pollution control) 

	3
	Precision agriculture




	New skills needed 
	Business
	Government
	Academia 

	1
	Technological skills

	2
	Soft skills

	3
	Leadership skills for monitoring


Meeting specific question -
	What kind of follow-up activities would you like to see?

	1
	A way of putting these ideas into concrete actions on the ground

	2
	Sharing of best practices from other countries


Leadership Dialogue 3: Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development– (assigned to Group 3)
Group 3 suggested the following inputs under each GQ, for which the other participants provided suggestions (see below) which were incorporated to finalize the overall inputs – 
GQ1 - 
	
	What are the biggest challenges?

	1
	Lack of localization of the SDGs, targets, indicators, baselines (particularly related to environment), related data availability and sharing, by considering local circumstances such as culture, ecology, competencies, and resources

	2
	Lack of awareness and education (Formal – early childhood, school, university, vocational, informal and non-formal) at all levels on the environment dimension

	3
	Incohesive and conflicting plans in renewable energy development (e.g.: CEB, SLSEA)

	4
	Lack of adoption of technologies for environment monitoring and pollution control




	
	How do we create an enabling environment? 

	1
	· Mainstream good governance, particularly at both national and local government (PCs and LAs) levels
· Mobilization of stakeholders and promoting community engagement
· Fostering Citizen Science

	2
	· Introduction of non-formal and informal education methods (integrated into formal education), emphasis on “leaning to do” and “learning to be”
· Sharing of good practices

	3
	Enforcing/Ensuring the mandates given to institutions  



GQ2 - 
	
	Good practices 
	Pathways 

	1
	Environment regulations (EIA, EPL, IIE) 
	· Establishing sustainability criteria (environment, social, economic) for project appraisals 
· Monitoring of environmental impacts of projects (particularly long-term)


	2
	National green reporting system, certification and accreditation schemes, green labelling, energy etc. 
	· Awareness creation
· Mandating (in stages, with support from the government – technical, capacity)


	3
	Building regulations to promote rational use of land (Building regulations of UDA, green building concepts etc.)
	· Awareness creation
· Enforcement monitoring


	4
	Declaration of protected areas and ecosystem services
	· Enforcement


GQ3 - 
	
	How to transform governance systems?

	1
	Mainstream good governance, particularly at both national and local government (PCs and LAs) levels. 

	2
	Facilitating stakeholder mobilization and community engagement  



	
	How to transform legal systems?

	1
	Update the laws and regulations to suit the present and future circumstances

	2
	Enhance transparency in the approval process

	3
	Improve interagency communication

	  4
	Monitoring



GQ4 - 
	
	What measures are needed to align public, private and development finance?

	1
	Introduce policies, regulations and guidelines to promote PPP


GQ5 – 
	
	What type of partnerships from the UN and beyond are needed?

	1
	Technical support

	2
	Finance

	3
	Expertise, best practices, information

	4
	Coordination role


GQ6 – 
	
	Capacities 
	Technologies

	1
	Capacity to manage responsibility and accountability (Institutional and in individual levels)
	· Pollution control technologies 
· Technologies to promote e-mobility (Charging infrastructure, EVs) 


	2
	Capacity to respond to environmental disasters 
	Environmental monitoring technologies (Air, water, soil, eco-system)


	3
	Environmentally friendly/sustainable/eco-conscious lifestyles 
	· Sustainable agricultural technologies
· Sustainable materials for infrastructure development (Including use of water - 3Rs)



Meeting specific question -
	What kind of follow-up activities would you like to see?

	1
	Guideline to prioritize and refine set of SDGs, targets, indicators (Localization)

	2
	Communication of best practices of other countries 

	3
	Continuous monitoring and progress reviews

	4
	Ensuring a more holistic approach in integrating environmental attributes with economic, social, cultural and political aspects








