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Thailand Stockholm+50 National Consultation 

Concept Note, Activities, and Timeline 

I. Background 

The 1972 United Nations Conference on Human Environment (the Stockholm Conference) 

held in Stockholm, Sweden, from June 5 to 16, 1972 was the first world conference to make 

the environment a major issue. A series of principles for sound management of the 

environment, including the Stockholm Declaration and the Action Plan for the Human 

Environment and its development, were adopted by the participating delegations from 114 

governments. The Stockholm Declaration, which contained 26 principles, placed 

environmental issues at the forefront of international concerns and marked the start of a 

dialogue between industrialized and developing countries on the link between economic 

growth, the pollution and environmental damage, and the well-being of people around the 

world. The Action Plan contained 109 specific recommendations related to human 

settlements, natural resource management, pollution, educational and social aspects of the 

environment, and international institutions. The broad types of action that make up the 

Action Plan are: the global environmental assessment programme (Earthwatch); 

environmental management activities; and international measures to support national and 

international actions of assessment and management. The Stockholm Conference also led to 

the creation of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in December 1972 to 

coordinate global efforts to promote sustainability and safeguard the natural environment. 

II. Introduction 

Context and Theme. The period since Stockholm 1972 has seen some major achievements in 

environmental protection, including the considerable development of international 

environmental law and the production of high-quality global assessment reports. 

Environmental degradation nevertheless continued and often intensified with population 

growth (doubling of the world’s population in 50 years) and increased resource needs. 

Furthermore, the climate issue has become a priority that disrupts the natural systems and 

exacerbates the need for more active policies in the areas of natural resources and 

environmental management. 

To commemorate the 1972 Stockholm Conference and celebrate 50 years of global 

environmental action, by recognizing the importance of multilateralism in tackling the Earth’s 

triple planetary crisis (i.e., climate change, nature and biodiversity loss, and pollution and 

waste), an international environmental meeting will be held in Stockholm, Sweden on 2 and 

3 June 2022. Under the theme “Stockholm+50: a healthy planet for the prosperity of all – our 

responsibility, our opportunity,” the Stockholm+50 aims to accelerate the implementation of 

the UN Decade of Action to deliver the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including the 

2030 Agenda, Paris Agreement on climate change, the post-2020 global Biodiversity 

Framework, and encourage the adoption of green post-COVID-19 recovery plans. 
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The Modality. The Stockholm+50 is convened by the United Nations and is hosted by Sweden 

with support from the Government of Kenya. The modalities resolution specifies that the 

Stockholm+50 will be held as an “international meeting,” and not a conference. The UN 

General Assembly determined “that the international meeting will result in a summary of 

discussions as its outcome document." Regarding outcomes of the meeting, “there is no 

expectation to redefine, renegotiate, nor mandate new mechanisms or new commitments, 

nor to go beyond the provisions of multilateral environmental agreements.”1 

Leadership Dialogues. The two-day meeting will comprise: an opening segment, including a 

“commemorative moment dedicated to” the 1972 Conference; four plenary meetings held in 

parallel with three leadership dialogues; and a closing segment. The leadership dialogues are 

envisioned as collaborative and multi-stakeholder, with a focus on recommendations. The 

three dialogues will address: 

LD1 – Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and 

prosperity of all; 

LD2 – Achieving a sustainable and inclusive recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

LD3 – Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimension of Sustainable 

Development in the context of the Decade of Action. 

Preparatory Meeting. The resolution tasks the UNGA President with convening a one-day 

preparatory meeting at UN Headquarters in New York by April 2022 (scheduled on 28 March 

2022 at UN Headquarters in New York). The meeting will consider preparations for the 

leadership dialogues and other aspects of the meeting. Ahead of the preparatory meeting, 

the Secretary-General of Stockholm+50 – the Executive Director of UNEP – will prepare a 

concept note and draft background papers on each leadership dialogue. UNEP is to serve as 

the focal point for providing support to the organization of the international meeting, with 

appropriate support from the Secretariat and other relevant United Nations entities. 

To ensure that strong messages and concrete recommendations will be presented in the 

Leadership Dialogues, Informal Working Groups are being established for each of the three 

themes to guide the work leading up to the international meeting. This process aims to 

reinforce the bottom-up co-creation processes for the leadership dialogues.  

The objectives of the Informal Working Groups for Leadership Dialogues are to:  

• Provide input to the draft background papers for each Dialogue;   

• Mobilize engagement and share experiences and initiatives on the theme of the 

Dialogue; and  

• Identify actions, recommendations and deliverables for governments and 

stakeholders that can be presented in the Dialogues at Stockholm+50. 

Regional Consultations. In the lead-up to Stockholm+50, a series of regional multi-stakeholder 

consultations will be organized by the initiative Global Opportunities for Sustainable 

 
1

 https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/ga12358.doc.htm.  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/ga12358.doc.htm
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Development Goals (GO4SDGs)2 and co-designed in close cooperation with Major Groups and 

all relevant stakeholders to: 

• give a voice to and facilitate engagement of as many stakeholders as possible; 

• ensure a bottom-up approach in mapping of key actions needed to safeguard our 

planet in the 21st century in the context of each country’s and region’s needs, 

including policies and actions required in those economic sectors most critical for 

sustainable development; 

• review and assess how the state of our environment can be enhanced to help 

countries and regions attain the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 2030 

Agenda, with a particular focus on innovative and enhanced means of implementation 

as well as building and enhancing human capacities. 

The regional consultations will take place between April and May 2022. As designed, the 

regional consultations are open to all government and stakeholder representatives, will be 

virtual, and will use the KUDO multilingual web conferencing platform. Registration will be 

open 3-4 weeks before the event. 

In Asia and the Pacific, the regional multi-stakeholder consultation for Stockholm+50 is 

scheduled on 4 April 2022. The GO4SDGs is preparing the event in close cooperation with 

relevant partners including UNESCAP. 

National Consultations. All major stakeholder groups (i.e., local governments, cities, civil 

society, women, indigenous peoples and local communities, faith-based groups, academia, 

youth, industry, finance, and philanthropic foundations) are encouraged to contribute to the 

preparation of the Stockholm+50 international meeting through a range of national 

consultations to reflect their voices and perspectives. 

UNDP facilitates national consultations using resources provided by the Government of 

Sweden and leveraging existing in-country programming and partnerships including through 

its support to Nationally Determined Contributions processes (e.g., UNDP’s Climate Promise) 

and broader work on nature, climate, energy, and other integrated SDG themes. Guidelines 

and the on-line SparkBlue dialogue platform have been prepared to help inform preparations 

for the National Consultations. UNDP works closely with UNEP and all members of UN Country 

Teams (UNCT) who have extensive experience in convening different development 

stakeholders and providing relevant knowledge to identify development challenges, 

opportunities, and solutions with a bottom-up approach rationale. UNCTs, under the 

leadership and guidance of the UN Resident Coordinator (UNRC), will support the national 

consultations as institutional resources and country context allow. The participation and 

 
2 GO4SDGs was launched by UNEP and the German Ministry for the Environment at the SDGs Summit 
in New York in September 2019 to boost efforts and solutions for delivering on the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development through a just transition to inclusive green economies based on sustainable 
consumption and production patterns. The GO4SDGs partners include, among others, the World 
Economic Forum, SEED Initiative, International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC), UNDP, ILO, One 
Planet Network, Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE), Green Growth Knowledge 
Partnership (GGKP). 
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inputs of all UNCT members are encouraged in line with the objectives of Stockholm+50 and 

UN Resolutions defining its scope and role of the UN system. 

III. Objective and Content of Thailand Stockholm+50 National Consultations 

With financial support from the Government of Sweden and facilitation by UNDP, Thailand 

Stockholm+50 national consultations will be organized between February and May 2022. 

These consultation outcomes will inform the Stockholm+50 international meeting through 

national reports that captures key findings, recommendations, data, media coverage, and 

links to national policy frameworks such as NDCs, NAPs, NBSAPs, green recovery, and sector 

strategies. They are also closely linked to regional and other thematic consultations organized 

by UNEP and partners. 

Objective. The overall objective of Thailand Stockholm+50 national consultations is to 

stimulate an inclusive whole-of-society and whole-of-government dialogue on the main 

themes of Stockhom+50 as they relate to the Thai context. Based on local COVID-19 

conditions and restrictions, the consultations will provide in-person and virtual platforms for 

ideas, insights, and innovation that: 

• Build a shared global vision on how to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity for all 

while accelerating progress on the Sustainable Development Goals and Multilateral 

Environment Agreements through an inclusive green recovery; 

• Offer clear recommendations for national and local governments, civil society, and 

private sector on priority actions that can advance national and sectoral policies that 

address climate change and leverage nature-based solutions, including through the 

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) process, National Biodiversity Strategies 

and Action Plans (NBSAPs), green economy/green recovery, and SDG frameworks 

including the SDG localization process; 

• Amplify the voices of the poor, youth, women, ethnic minorities, local communities, 

and other marginalized groups; and 

• Influence national and global debates that consider the views of all stakeholders. 

Content. To stimulate a meaningful debate at different levels and with a range of 

stakeholders, the following guiding questions on topics relevant to the main Leadership 

Dialogues will be adapted to align with Thailand’s sustainable development concept and 

priority national and sector themes, treaty obligations (including human rights, 

environmental and labor rights), and different target audiences. 

Theme Guiding Questions* 

Leadership Dialogue 1: 
Reflecting on the urgent need 
for actions to achieve a 
healthy planet and prosperity 
of all 

1) How can we restore and regenerate a positive 
relationship with nature? 

List 2 or 3 good practices and pathways that you would like 
to see scaled up to enable a move to a healthy planet. 

2) What are the actions that you (your group) would take to 
scale up the change towards a healthy planet? What 
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Theme Guiding Questions* 

policies/structures need to be in place for you to take such 
action? 

3) How could marginalized and vulnerable groups benefit 
from policies and initiatives designed to restore a more 
sustainable and resilient relationship with nature (that 
mitigates nature risks)? 

4) How can we safeguard the rights of people and nature, 
including among others, ethnic minorities and local 
communities, environmental defenders, women, youth, 
future generations? 

5) What are the new or prioritized set of metrics and 
indicators needed for tracking our progress towards a 
healthier and more prosperous planet? 

Leadership Dialogue 2: 
Achieving a sustainable and 
inclusive recovery from the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-
19) pandemic 

1) What are the most promising sustainable and inclusive 
recovery practices currently being applied by public, private 
and civil society groups at individual, community, city, 
regional, country level? And how could we scale them up? 

2) What recovery and pre-existing practices need to be 
changed to ensure an inclusive and sustainable recovery? 

3) How do we ensure that all countries/communities can 
benefit from opportunities stemming from a sustainable and 
just transition? 

4) How can we create better performing industries and 
supply chains for a just transition to more sustainable 
economies? which sectors are most critical? 

5) What are some of the commitments and “responsible” 
principles that need to be made by key industry sectors and 
by finance and investment institutions? 

6) What are the decent green jobs of the future? What are 
the new skills needed, what is needed from business? from 
government? from academia? 

Leadership Dialogue 3: 
Accelerating the 
implementation of the 
environmental dimension of 
sustainable development in 
the context of the Decade of 
Action and delivery for 
sustainable development 

1) What are the biggest challenges we are facing in 
implementing the commitments to the 2030 Agenda and 
other environmental commitments (MEAs)? How do we 
create an enabling environment for delivery on the ground? 

2) What are the good practices and pathways that you 
would like to see scaled up to accelerate the 
implementation of the environmental dimension of 
Sustainable Development in the context, of the Decade of 
Action? 
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Theme Guiding Questions* 

3) How to transform governance and legal systems that 
maintain long-term economic stability and ecological and 
social wellbeing for all? 

4) What measures are needed to align public, private and 
development finance with existing commitments and 
priorities? 

5) What type of partnerships from the UN and beyond are 
needed to accelerate a green and sustainable economic 
transformation that leaves no one behind? 

6) What capacities and technologies are needed to improve 
human wellbeing in harmony with nature? 

Looking Beyond Stockholm+50 
What kind of follow-up activities would you like to see from 
Stockholm+50? 

Priority National and Sector 
Theme 1: Improving Nationally 
Determined Contribution 
(NDC) preparation and 
implementation 

(What, when, how, by whom) National and sub-national 
initiatives on NDC revision, planning and implementation 
processes, contribution to UNFCCC COP 26 (Oct 31, 2021 – 
Nov 12, 2021, Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom) UNDP’s 
Climate Promise initiative. 

Priority National and Sector 
Theme 2: Aligning National 
Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plans (NBSAPs) and 
adjustments with the new 
post 2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework expected to be 
adopted by the Convention on 
Biological Diversity in 2022 

(What, when, how, by whom) National and sub-national 
initiatives toward implementation of the NBSAPs, actions 
taken to achieve the 2020 Aichi Biodiversity Targets, support 
mechanisms for national implementation, contribution to 
CDB COP 15 (11-15 October 2021 and 25 April-8 May 2022 - 
Kunming, China), UNDP’s Biodiversity Finance Initiative 
(BIOFIN) and other relevant programs/projects. 

Priority National and Sector 
Theme 3: Scaling up 
Sufficiency Economy strategy 
to achieving environmental 
sustainability 

(What, when, how, by whom) Sufficiency Economy 
Philosophy (SEP) as a base for national strategy and 
development plans emphasizing reasonableness and 
moderation with regard to environment and natural 
resources leading to environment sustainability; self-
immunity reminds people to embrace the environment and 
to conserve it for the future; people can live in harmony 
with nature by being self-immune through environmental 
conservation, sustainable consumption and production, and 
waste management; applicable to both rural and urban 
areas, whole-of-society; contributing to SDGs, MEAs, and 
inclusive green recovery. 

* Guiding questions will be further adapted to the Thai context. 
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IV. Expected Outputs and Outcomes 

Main Outputs: National Consultation Plan, Factual Report, Communication Strategy, 

Organization of National Consultations, and National Consultation Report on process and key 

outcomes as inputs for preparing UNDP global report to be presented at the meeting in 

Stockholm+50 as well as inform Country Participation in Stockholm international meeting, 2-

3 June 2022. 

Expectations: 

• Liaise with Swedish and Kenya embassies, UNDP, UNCT, UNEP – regular consultation 

on the structure, scope, tentative dates and design of the consultations; 

• Inclusive whole-of-society, whole-of-government process targeting development 

partners and other relevant national and local stakeholders; 

• Stakeholder mapping for gender-responsive and inclusive consultations; 

• Data inventory survey to inform consultations, global and local meeting, follow-up; 

• Visibility and communications (including mainstream and social media, the UNDP’s 

online SparkBlue S+50 national consultation page). 

National Consultation Results: a) National Consultation Report; b) contribution to the global 

synthesis report for international meeting in Stockholm 2-3 June; and, c) post-Stockholm 

follow-up to inform NDCs, NBSAPs, MEAs, and linked national, sectoral, green recovery and 

SDG policies, programming, and resource mobilization (e.g., UNEP’s Financing for SDGs 

initiative. 

V. Methods and Organization 

National Consultations Key Tasks: 

• Initial planning and coordination to: define number and type of in-person/online live 

consultations; identify hosts/speakers/ facilitators, participants; prepare agenda, data 

and communications strategy; 

• Launch of national consultations including save-the-date, invitations, sharing of 

background information (both in Thai and English languages) including on NDCs and 

other nature, climate, pollution, energy policy frameworks, populating SparkBlue 

virtual consultation page; 

• Main in-person/live/streamed consultations (in Bangkok and outside Bangkok – 

details on programs and formats to be discussed and decided); 

• Post-consultation online discussions (virtual meetings and on SparkBlue); 

• Documentation and reporting on results from the consultations; 

• Ongoing communications; and 

• Post-Stockholm+50 follow-up through end-2022: (1) Development of Thailand NDC 

implementation plan/roadmaps to better mainstream NDC into other development 

and sectoral policies/plans linked to Stockholm+50 priorities; (2) Provision of guidance 

on future action to accelerate SDG localization, focusing on environment-related 

SDGs. 
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Based on the agreed timeline, which is scheduled between 16 February and 31 December 

2022, the National Coordinator will work closely with the UNDP Thailand team and relevant 

partners to conduct the Stockholm+50 National Consultations activities in Thailand through 

participating, planning, and organizing a series of workshops, meetings, and interviews. 

Details of the national consultations planning and implementation will be discussed and 

agreed between the National Coordinator and the UNDP Thailand team, in close cooperation 

with UNCT/UNRC, UNEP, Swedish Embassy, Government focal agency, and other partners 

where needed. 

VI. Stakeholders and Partners 

Thailand Stockholm+50 national consultation stakeholders will include national and local 

governments, cities, civil society, women, ethnic minorities and local communities, academia, 

youth, industry, business sector, finance, and philanthropic foundations. The main groups to 

consider involving in obtaining input to Thailand Stockholm+50 national consultation process 

may include: 

• Political decision makers, including government authorities concerning environment 

and sustainable development at national, regional and local levels (such as Office of the 

Prime Minister/NESDC, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Ministry of 

Interior, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Social Development and Human 

Security, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Ministry of Energy, Ministry of 

Industry, Ministry of Education), national committee members, and parliamentarians); 

• Key UN agencies (i.e., UNDP, UNCT, UNEP), Swedish and Kenya embassies; 

• UN accredited and non-accredited major stakeholder groups, whereby individuals are 

represented by organizations, including women, youth, older persons, persons with 

disabilities, ethnic minorities and local communities, as well as other representatives 

from NGOs, community-based organizations, universities and research institutions, 

private sector entities, interest groups (such as trade unions, employers’ 

organizations, advocacy groups, coalitions); 

• Research institutes, experts, and academia on particular issues; 

• Semi-governmental actors such as the National Human Rights Commission of 

Thailand, King Prajadhipok's Institute (KPI); 

• Private sector entities, including TBCSD, Global Compact Network Thailand, registered 

private companies, small businesses and local entrepreneurs. 

To facilitate the national consultations, subject to opportunities and challenges on the ground 

and in coordination with governments where appropriate, partners active nationally and sub-

nationally will be engaged, drawing on their expertise, outreach mechanisms and stakeholder 

networks. These include: 

• Universities (national or regional academic institutions) and think tanks; 

• National and sub-national government associations; 

• International civil society organizations, networks and coalitions operating in Thailand; and, 

• Other relevant UN agencies, embassies and missions, donors (bilateral, multilateral, 

foundations). 
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VII. Key Dates and Timeline 

Key Dates Linked to Stockholm+50 priorities. 

18-25 February 2022 
Informal Working Group for Stockholm+50 Leadership 
Dialogues 1-3 - First meeting 

2-3 March 2022 
UNEP’s fiftieth anniversary, known as “UNEP@50”, to take 
place in Nairobi, Kenya 

8 March 2022 
International Women’s Day 2022: Gender Equality Today for a 
Sustainable Tomorrow 

By end of March 2022 
Background papers for each of the Leadership Dialogues to be 
prepared by UNEP before the Preparatory Meeting 

28 March 2022 
One-day preparatory meeting to be held at UN Headquarters 
in New York to discuss preparations for the three Leadership 
Dialogues to take place at the international meeting 

4-5 April 2022 
Asia and the Pacific regional multi-stakeholder consultations 
for Stockholm+50 to be organized by the initiative Global 
Opportunities for Sustainable Development Goals (GO4SDGs) 

25 April-8 May 2022 
The Fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 
15) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (Phase II - 
Kunming, China) 

22 May 2022 International Day for Biological Diversity (IBD) 

2-3 June 2022 
Stockholm+50 international meeting to be held in Stockholm, 
Sweden 

 

Timeframe 

17 February – 30 April 2022 National Consultation Plan developed and promoted 

17 February – 30 April 2022 
Gathering and sharing of significant data and other useful 
knowledge to inform global Stockholm+50 meeting and 
advance national and sectoral development policies and plans 

01 March – 30 April 2022 
Factual Report for global Stockholm+50 meeting and advance 
national and sectoral development policies and plans 

22 February – 31 July 2022 

Development and Implementation of Communication Strategy – 
Setting up and management of SparkBlue (virtual platform) 
national consultation space and support stakeholder 
engagement, including production of publicity materials 

April – May 2022 
Organization of National Consultations in Bangkok and 
outside Bangkok in close collaboration with UNCT and 
national and international stakeholder groups 

April – May 2022 Follow-up to complete post-consultation requirements 

31 May 2022 Submission of the report from all consultations 
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01 June – 31 July 2022 
Follow-up to complete post-consultation requirements and 
prepare report of all meetings 

31 July 2022 Final Report submission 

17 February - 15 December 
2022 

Follow-up to complete post-consultation requirements and 
preparation of report of all meetings 

1. Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) Implementation: 
Development of NDC Implementation Plan/Roadmaps to 
better mainstream NDC into other development and sectoral 
policies/plans linked to Stockholm+50 priorities 

- Definition of strategy and next steps for delivering NDC 
targets in key sectors including priority themes (energy, 
biodiversity, food systems, forests, waters & oceans, etc.) 

- Advocacy brief for policymakers 

- Consultation strategy design and roll out – building on and 
strengthening initial Stockholm+50 national consultations 

- Pre-proposal pipeline development – identifying flagship 
initiatives to deliver targets   

- Submission of final NDC Implementation Plan/Roadmaps 

2. SDG Localization: 

- Provision of guidance on future action to accelerate progress 
towards SDGs at local level, focusing on environment-related 
SDGs. 
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Key Steps and Timeline 

 

 

VIII. Contacts 

National Coordinator 

Ms. Ampai Harakunarak 

Email: ampai.harakunarak@undp.org 

 

UNDP Thailand 

Mr. Kesrat Sukasam 

Email: kesrat.sukasam@undp.org 

 

February 2022

•Initial planning and coordination

•Identifying key stakeholders

•Gather and share significant data and other information for national consultations

March 2022

•Preparation and coordination for national consultations 

•Ongoing communications

•Documentation and reporting

April 2022

•National consultations

•Ongoing communications

•Documentation and reporting

May 2022

•Finalize national consultations

•Ongoing communications

•Documentation and reporting

June-July 2022

•Follow-up to complete post-consultation requirements and prepare report of all 
meetings

•Final Report submission

June-December 
2022

•NDC Implementation

mailto:ampai.harakunarak@undp.org
mailto:kesrat.sukasam@undp.org

