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[bookmark: _Toc104470635]Executive summary and key messages
Being one of the 60 countries selected to run national consultations in preparation for the Stockholm+50 meetings, dialogues on themes of national priority for environmental recovery and green growth have been organised in Sudan. Several workshopping modalities were employed to facilitate deliberations among all stakeholder groups in various parts of the country. Consultations on the following 7 themes, which covered key dimensions of sustainable development, namely: pollution, climate change adaptation and mitigation, desertification, and conservation of biological diversity and ecosystems, have been organised under the Stockholm+50 three Leadership Dialogues (LDs). The gender aspect was covered across all sub-themes of the national dialogue:
· Under LD1: “actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all”
1) Ending pollution from use of mercury in artisanal gold mining (AGM)
2) Addressing the risks of pollution from plastic products 
3) Combating deforestation and land degradation
4) Addressing threats to biological diversity and the functional integrity of natural ecosystems
· Under LD2: “sustainable and inclusive recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19)”
5) Increasing resilience to the Covid-19 pandemic, containment of its spread, and safe management of its medical waste
· Under LD3: “Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimensions of sustainable development” 
6) Improving the resilience to climate change (the adaptation component of Sudan’s NDCs)
7) Pursuing low-emission development (the mitigation component of Sudan’s NDCs). 
Seven workshops have been organised at the national level to facilitate consultations on the above themes, participation in which sought input from specialist experts and researchers, civil society, private sector, and policy makers. Dialogues on subsets of these themes have been parallelly facilitated at regional levels in several parts of the country. The main emphasis of the regional consultations was on soliciting views of affected communities and policy makers at the local level. Each of the regional level consultations addressed a mix of themes selected to capture region specific priority challenges at four regions: East, West, North and South Sudan. Results of all national and regional consultations were validated at a final workshop at the national level. The national dialogues engaged a total of 544 participants representing all stakeholder groups. One third of all participants were women and more than a quarter (29%) represented the young generation.

UNDP has also facilitated participation in the State of the Planet Survey, to which a large number of the youth from Sudan has contributed.

Results of the national consultations raised several concerns and identified obstacles challenging the transition to inclusive, nature positive, climate resilient, and low emission development in Sudan. The report provides a detailed account of those and actions recommended for addressing them under each dialogue theme. The following are key recommendations for addressing challenges facing progress on accelerating actions across all themes of the national dialogues:

1. Role of the government:

a. Addressing the weak political will. Increasing pressure on the government to introduce necessary measures and enforce environmental regulations, especially:
· Mainstream all environmental protection strategies and action plans, particularly the country’s NDC, NAP, biodiversity conservation, desertification and land degradation, poverty reduction strategies, among others, into economic & development planning & strategic environmental assessments
· Enforce compliance with the Environment Protection By-laws and the requirements for conducting credible environmental impact assessments
· Establish effective coordination between government agencies mandated to protect environmental quality at federal and state levels
· Reform fiscal and monetary policies to ensure alignment of budgetary outlays with the SDGs by allocating sufficient public resources to support needed investments in protection of ecosystems health and functional integrity and provision of universal access to basic needs (water, sanitation, health and education)
· Set targets to achieve net-zero emissions, provide incentives for domestic use of renewable energy technologies and support public and private R&D and innovation. Renewable Energy projects should be accorded high priority in the strategic planning and in the allocation of financial resources
· Establishment of an environmental reserve fund by reinvesting a fair share of the resource rent (revenue from exploitation of exhaustible natural wealth like minerals) to be dedicated to investment in building alternative forms of capital assets (human, science and technology) and rehabilitation of natural systems (pollution abatement, clean energy, afforestation and green landscapes, protection of marine and terrestrial life, resilience to pandemics and CC)
· Investment in strengthening the competence and capacity of agencies responsible for scientific research and technological innovation on nature positive and zero net emission and extinction of species, including improved data and statistics for climate prediction, monitoring of natural disasters, and surveillance of pandemics
· Intensify efforts and awareness raising campaigns through educational and media channels to promote a nature positive behavioral change among citizens and mobilize forceful public pressure for action to protect environmental quality and ecosystems health
b. Eliminating the gender divide. To ensure progress towards achieving SDG5 on gender, measures and policies must prioritize empowerment of women & removal of sources of the gender divide
c. Addressing the digital divide. Highly likely the switch to remote working & on-line learning will grow after COVID-19, therefore it will be necessary to scale up investment in digital infrastructure, which requires access to electricity, mobile and internet coverage
d. Adoption of the One Health approach that recognizes the complex interconnections & integrates the goals of protecting the health of human, animal communities & the environment
e. Mobilize more private sector funding through improved enabling policy environment and economic incentives
2. Role of the private sector. Contribute to environmental protection, especially in funding investments in technological options for transition to low emission and more efficient energy alternatives, waste management, and recycling, carbon sinks, nature-based tourism and green growth in general
3. Role of the international community. Climate change and emergence and spread of pandemics, are global commons’ problem, requiring international cooperation for collective action (Multilateralism). Successful multilateralism that will facilitate mobilization of needed financial & technological assistance to enable poorer & resource constrained countries to adequately respond to these challenges are necessary requiring:
· Provision of adequate multilateral finance instruments & debt relief arrangements such as cancellation of sovereign debts owed by vulnerable economies
· Special funds to increase resilience of vulnerable communities in poorer countries with limited fiscal space and least capacity to adapt to climate change and provide access to vaccines and essential medical services
· Global cooperation in digital technology transfer, sharing of data and knowledge, and access to medical intellectual property (special provisions such as exemption from rights’ protections on low emission technologies and Covid-19 medical supplies, sharing of novel patents, design schematics, etc.)
4. Role of CSO/NGO. Mobilize more active engagement and advocacy of community and civil society organizations in raising voices of stakeholders and the general public to demand action from the political administration on protecting affected communities and ecosystems from the adversities of climate change, pollution, and pandemics. CSOs must also play more active role in contributing funding and enhancing awareness and nature positive and sustainable production and consumption behavior among community members

[bookmark: _Toc103780299][bookmark: _Toc104470636]Process, structure, and results of the Stockholm+50 national consultations in Sudan

1. [bookmark: _Toc103780300][bookmark: _Toc104470637]Planning and preparatory arrangements for the consultation process

National consultations in Sudan have been designed to serve their intended objective of stimulating an inclusive, bottom-up whole-of-society debate on Stockholm+50 (S+50) themes and national and sector policy frameworks. That required facilitating national dialogues on contemporary national environmental challenges aligned to the three S+50 Leadership dialogues (LDs). 
Preparations for the consultations started with forming a national coordination team (UNCT) to design and conduct the national dialogues. UNDP worked closely with UNEP in leading the national consultations. For legitimacy and ownership key principles of inclusiveness and accountability have been observed in a transparent process of selection of partners and participating stakeholders. To ensure representation of all parties concerned with and affected by each of the national themes to be addressed under the three S+50 LDs, stakeholders were disaggregated to adequately reflect diversity of civil society and balanced mix of gender, ethnicity, age, education, geography, economic activity, etc.
Since the 25th of March through the end of May 2022, the UNCT maintained weekly meetings for planning and implementation of the consultations. The UNCT drew heavily on the support, expertise, outreach mechanisms and stakeholder networks of partners active at international, national, and sub-national levels. Those included, UN agencies, diplomatic missions, donors, private sector, federal and state academic and research institutions, international and national civil society organizations (CSOs). Speakers and participants were selected from main stakeholder groups, represented by NGOs, community-based organizations, universities and research institutions, private sector entities (including small businesses), interest groups (trade unions, advocacy groups), specialist experts, and decision makers (see more details on those in respective annexes). Experts engaged in other national and sector policy consultation processes of relevance (e.g. NDCs, NBSAPs, SDGs, recovery from the Covid19 pandemic programs) have been invited to serve as members of the panel of speakers or as participating discussants to provide inputs to the respective national dialogues.
The above process and arrangements led to development of a plan for the national consultations (see Annex A for further details) to be implemented by the UNCT and partners. A communication and outreach strategy was then developed to promote the planned consultation (see Annex B for details). Using various tools of communication, outreach activities targeted a wide range of audiences at the federal, state, and local levels to raise awareness and mobilize interest in, and support to the cause and objectives of the S+50 meeting. The communication strategy included the following visibility promotion activities: 
· Design and publish branding material (logos, banners, templates for media releases, social media, rollups, stationery, etc.) during the preparation stage to convey overall goals of the S+50 meeting
· Articulate and disseminate objectives and key messages of the national consultations
· Prepare and release post-consultation deliverables (final report messages and results) through social media posts (local media broadcast, online) 
· Disseminate to regional and international partners through SparkBlue
· Acknowledge the roles of UNDP, UNEP, and the governments of Sweden and Kenya in supporting the S+50 meeting and associated initiatives
The main communication tools utilized at the different stages of the S+50 cycle of consultations and meetings included (all uploaded to the SparkBlue digital platform and in the Annexes to this report):
1. Media coverage, video content/recordings, blogs and press releases capturing during consultations highlights and key interventions and interviews with participating stakeholders and UNCT members, stories about challenges, risks, and successful initiatives
2. Websites and social media of UNDP, the S+50 partner organizations, UNDP's digital platform, SparkBlue, for hosting interactive online consultations, live streaming, and discussions alongside development partners and stakeholder groups

2. [bookmark: _Toc103780301][bookmark: _Toc104470638]Structure and contents of the national consultations

For the national consultations to be context-appropriate and of direct relevance to the S+50 deliberations, the UNCT selected dialogue themes that address national environmental management priority challenges under the three leadership dialogues

[bookmark: _Toc103780302][bookmark: _Toc104470639]2.1 Overview of the themes of the national consultation
Based on extensive survey of relevant literature and outcomes of preparatory meetings the following 7 themes have been identified to represent Sudan’s national priorities and key challenges to be addressed under the S+50 three LDs:
8) National consultations under LD1 “actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all”, focused on the following themes that are directly connected with the triple planetary crises (climate, nature, pollution) and their impacts on the people and ecosystems’ health in Sudan:
1) The use of mercury in artisanal gold mining: A major pollution threat to human and ecosystems’ health 
2) Improved management of solid waste: Addressing the risks of pollution from plastics 
3) Combating deforestation and land degradation: The role of the national REDD+ Strategy in addressing drivers of deforestation and forest degradation
4) Addressing current pressures on and threats to the functional integrity of natural ecosystems and biological diversity focusing on soil and marine biodiversity
9) National consultations under LD2: “sustainable and inclusive recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic”, focused on all aspects related to the damages and threats of the Covid-19 pandemic, specifically:
1) Mitigating impacts on and increasing resilience of vulnerable groups
2) Effective prevention of re-emergence and containment of its spread
3) Safe management of Covid-19 related waste for sustainable and inclusive recovery from the pandemic
10) National consultations under LD3: “Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimensions of sustainable development” addressed challenges to accelerating actions to adapt to and mitigate climate change risks in Sudan with focus on the following subthemes:
a. Improving the resilience to climate change among highly vulnerable communities and ecosystems (the adaptation component of Sudan’s nationally determined contributions-NDCs)
b. Improving access to sustainable and low-emission energy for national development (the mitigation component of Sudan’s NDCs). Emphasis of this national dialogue has been on priority actions towards SDG 7 that seeks to ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all 
The above themes covered 5 key dimensions of sustainable development, namely: pollution, climate change adaptation and mitigation, desertification, and biological diversity. The gender aspect was covered across all sub-themes of the national dialogue.

[bookmark: _Toc103780303][bookmark: _Toc104470640]2.2 Consultations’ schedule and participants

Table 1 provides basic information about Sudan’s consultations. Five national and four regional workshops have been organised to facilitate consultation on the above dialogues (see more details on agenda and programs of these workshops in Annex C). As can be seen from Table 1, the first four national level workshops were organised to deliberate specific themes and participation in which sought input from specialist experts and researchers, civil society, private sector, and policy makers. The main emphasis of the regional consultations was on soliciting views of affected communities and policy makers at the local level. Each of the regional level consultations addressed a mix of themes selected to capture region specific priority challenges at four regions: East, West, North and South Sudan. Regional dialogues were held in ElGedarif, Elobeid[footnoteRef:1], Damazine, and Atbara to respectively, represent the eastern, western, southern, and northern regions. All priority national themes, except the COVID-19, were covered in the regional level dialogues held in the eastern, western, and southern regions, while the consultation in the northern region focused on impacts of the use of Mercury in artisanal gold mining (see Annex C5). A final national workshop was devoted to validation of the results and recommendations of the national and regional dialogues on all themes. [1:  The original plan included a consultation in Genaina of West Darfur, but due to the emerging and escalating conflict in the Darfur region, the plan has changed to move western Sudan region consultation to Elobeid in Kordofan State.] 

More than 500 representatives of stakeholder groups participated in the national and regional consultations (Table 1). Overall, one third of the participants were females with noticeable variations, particularly between national and regional workshops as well as between the different themes. Clearly, more women participated in the national compared to regional workshops. Although, in total participation of youth (29%) has been slightly lower than women (33%), one can observe that more young people were present at regional than at national dialogues, which is the reverse of the case of women (Table 1).
According to Table 2, most of the speakers at the national workshops came from specialist experts (44%) followed by policy makers/government (26%), and the NGO/CSO stakeholder groups (22%), whereas this role was equally split among these groups at a one third share each. Members from the private sector contributed to the national dialogues but were weakly present at regional consultations. Composition of participants differed somewhat between national and regional level consultations, as they focused on different stakeholder groups. Clearly, more people from academia and research with specialised expertise as well as from respective policy/government entities participated at the national than at regional levels. Stakeholder groups consulted at the regional level represented directly affected members of local communities (miners, farmers, pastoralists, female household members) and NGOs, as can be seen from Table 2.
Table 1: Gender and age composition of participants in Sudan’s national consultation workshops (2022)
	Workshop
	Date
	Location
	Themes
	Participants

	
	
	
	
	Total
	Female
	Youth (< 30)

	NW1 (LD1)
	April 26
	Khartoum
	Launching & pollution from use of mercury & plastics
	45
	49%
	22%

	NW2 (LD3)
	May 15
	Khartoum
	Climate change adaptation & mitigation
	31
	39%
	10%

	NW3 (LD1)
	May 17
	Khartoum
	Biodiversity, desertification & land degradation
	50
	64%
	29%

	NW4 (LD2)
	May 18
	Khartoum
	Sustainable recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic
	33
	45%
	23%

	RW1 (LD1)
	12-14 May
	Northern Region (River Nile State)
	Pollution from mercury in mining
	94
	25%
	32%

	RW2 (LD1 & 3)
	10-11 May
	Eastern Region (Elgedarif State)
	CC, deforestation, pollution
	76
	17%
	37%

	RW3 (LD1 & 3)
	14-15 May
	Southern Region (Blue Nile Stat)
	CC, deforestation, pollution
	77
	24%
	45%

	RW4 (LD1 & 3)
	
	Western Region (Kordofan)
	CC, deforestation, pollution
	83
	29%
	30%

	FVW (LD1, 2, 3)
	May 24
	Khartoum
	Validating outcomes of all consultations
	55
	62%
	12%

	Total
	544
	33%
	29%


NW1, NW2, NW3, and NW4 refer to national workshops 1 to 4. RW1, RW2, RW3, and RW4 refer to regional consultation workshops 1 to 4. FVW refers to the final validation workshop.
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Table 2: Speakers and participants in the Sudan national and regional consultation workshops’ disaggregated by stakeholder group (2022)
	Workshopa
	Speakers b
	Participants b

	
	Count
	Experts
	CSO /NGO
	Private sector
	Government
	Count
	Experts
	CSO /NGO
	Private sector
	International
	Government
	Other

	National consultation workshops
	

	NW1
	10
	40%
	20%
	20%
	20%
	45
	18%
	25%
	13%
	20%
	22%
	2%

	NW2
	12
	39%
	23%
	12%
	26%
	31
	35%
	7%
	10%
	26%
	7%
	16%

	NW3
	10
	50%
	20%
	0%
	30%
	50
	36%
	12%
	4%
	8%
	16%
	24%

	NW4
	7
	36%
	21%
	0%
	43%
	33
	6%
	18%
	6%
	12%
	39%
	19%

	FVW
	8
	62%
	25%
	0%
	13%
	55
	24%
	20%
	8%
	20%
	12%
	16%

	TOTAL
	47
	45%
	22%
	7%
	26%
	214
	24%
	17%
	8%
	17%
	18%
	15%

	Regional consultation workshops

	Workshopa
	Speakers b
	Participants c

	
	Count
	Experts
	CSO /NGO
	Private sector
	Government
	Count
	Miner
	Farmer
	Pastoralist
	Wives
	CSO/NGO
	Other

	RW1
	3
	33%
	34%
	0%
	33%
	94
	2%
	76%
	5%
	0%
	13%
	4%

	RW2
	3
	33%
	34%
	0%
	33%
	76
	1%
	28%
	13%
	17%
	13%
	28%

	RW3
	3
	33%
	34%
	0%
	33%
	77
	7%
	13%
	13%
	30%
	8%
	29%

	RW4
	3
	33%
	34%
	0%
	33%
	83
	0%
	23%
	4%
	29%
	12%
	32%

	

	Total
	12
	33%
	34%
	0%
	33%
	330
	2%
	37%
	8%
	18%
	12%
	22%


1) NW1, NW2, NW3, and NW4 refer to national workshops 1 to 4. RW1, RW2, RW3, and RW4 refer to regional consultation workshops 1 to 4. FVW refers to the final validation workshop.
2) Experts refer to members of academia/research, CSO/NGO refer to civil society and non-governmental organizations, international refer to United Nations & other agencies
3) As regional consultations focused on capturing views of local community and other affected entities, different stakeholder groups are used here. The Other group includes private sector, youth, government, and other civil servants
3. [bookmark: _Toc103780304][bookmark: _Toc104470641]Proceedings and results of the national consultations
This section summarises results of the discussions and recommendations (takeaways) relevant to country-specific themes and discussion questions including links to NDCs and other national and sectoral frameworks.
[bookmark: _Toc103780305][bookmark: _Toc104470642]3.1 Outcomes of consultations under Leadership Dialogue 1 (LD1) “actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all”
As explained earlier, national consultations under this LD facilitated discussions and views on actions needed to address 4 priority environmental challenges in Sudan, namely, a) pollution from the use of mercury in gold mining, b) plastic pollution, c) combating deforestation, and d) protecting biodiversity and ecosystems health. Results of the said dialogues are summarised in the following subsections.
Key questions for Leadership Dialogue 1 
1. Transforming our relationship with nature and restoring ecosystems 
a) What are some urgent actions for state and non-state actors to transform our relationship with, and restore nature, such as a goal to conserve 30 percent of lands and oceans by 2030? 
b) How can the deployment of environmentally sound and clean technologies, and further support on adaptation and resilience, be accelerated? 
c) What types of measures should be considered to track progress on sustainable development and accurately account for changes in nature? 
d) How can we promote nature-based solutions and ecosystem approaches, including the vital work of Indigenous Peoples, to achieve a nature-positive, carbon-neutral, pollution-free future? 
2. Producing and consuming sustainably and fighting pollution 
a) What are some urgent actions state and non-state actors can take to incentivize sustainable production and consumption and trade? 
b) What policies are required in the next five years to reduce the material footprint? 
c) Which economic institutions should incentivize sustainable consumption and production, including pathways to achieve circular economies? 
d) What actions on pollution issues – including plastics, chemicals and waste – are needed to raise global ambition commensurate with climate change and biodiversity? 
3. Social justice and intergenerational equity 
a) What are the institutional and capacity gaps to enforcing environmental law and human rights? 
b) How can we better implement the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights? 
c) How can intergenerational equity be fostered in public policy? 
d) What is the role of education and science in reconnecting people with nature?
a) National Theme 1: Managing pollution risks associated with using mercury in mining

Table 3. Recommendations of deliberations on ending mercury pollution in AGM

	Recommendation
	Follow-up and links to national policies

	1) Addressing the weak or absent political will. Increase pressure on the government to introduce necessary measures and enforce regulations to control/ban the use of mercury:

	1.1 Particularly the urgency of completing ratification of the Minamata Convention on Mercury
	GOV, HCENR, CSO/NGO & GLOBAL

	1.2 Enforce compliance with the Environment Protection By-laws and the requirements for conducting credible environmental impact assessments
	GOV, HCENR

	1.3 Strengthen capacity of the government environmental regulatory arms to monitor & enforce environmental legislation & policy directives
	GOV, HCENR

	1.4 Establish effective coordination between government agencies mandated to protect environmental quality at federal and state levels
	GOV, HCENR

	1.5 The urgency of developing a strategy for modernizing and better organizing AGM, especially ensuring compliance with employment safety standards and laws regulating child labor
	GOV, HCENR

	2) Mobilize more active engagement and advocacy of community and civil society organizations in raising voices of stakeholders and the general public to demand action from the political administration on protecting affected communities and ecosystems from the hazards of mercury & other harmful substances in mining
	CSO/NGOs, GOV, HCENR, MEDIA

	3) Intensify efforts to raise awareness about the dangers of exposure to mercury among affected communities, involved policy makers 
	CSO/NGOs, GOV, HCENR, MEDIA

	4) Effective media coverage of the environmental & human health risks associated with exposure to mercury
	MEDIA, CSO/NGOs

	5) Support bigger role of the private sector, scientific research, and technological innovation in development & promotion of safer and more environmentally friendly alternatives to mercury in AGM
	PRVS, CSO/NGOs, GOV, HCENR, RES

	6) Develop & implement strategy for safe management of mining waste, with special attention to the urgency of removing the contaminated piles of AGM residues/tailings (Karta) currently spread close to human settlements, farms, & water sources
	CSO/NGOs, GOV, HCENR

	7) Investment in strengthening the competence and capacity of agencies responsible for generation of national statistics on the hazards of mercury and other harmful inputs in mining
	CSO/NGOs, GOV, HCENR


GOV refers to respective government agencies at federal and state levels, HCENR is the Higher Council for Environment and Natural Resources, GLOBAL refers to the global community/conventions, PRVS refers to the private sector, and RES refers to research and science.







b) Addressing pollution from plastic products

Table 4. Recommendations of deliberations on addressing plastic pollution

	Recommendation
	Follow-up and links to national policies

	1) Closing existing gaps in knowledge about the state of plastic pollution in Sudan, especially levels of plastic pollution of the marine ecosystem along the Red Sea coast
	GOV, HCENR, RES

	2) Generation of better information on existing capacity in processing plastic waste and the potential for recycling
	GOV, HCENR, RES, PRVS

	3) Development of plastic waste pollution management strategy and action plan for phasing-out single-use plastics and promoting reduce, reuse, and recycle approach
	GOV, HCENR, PRV

	4) Provision of stronger economic incentives conducive to switching to renewable and environmentally friendly alternatives to single-use plastic products
	GOV, RES

	5) Institutional reforms necessary for addressing current weaknesses in agencies mandated to manage solid waste, such as cleaning corporations, municipal authorities, rural councils, and local committees and facilitate effective coordination among them
	GOV, HCENR, CSO/NGO

	6) Securing cooperation from the private sector and the plastic industries
	GOV, HCENR, PRVS

	7) Reviving and out-scaling previous attempts to legislate the supply and use of single-use plastic products
	GOV, HCENR, CSO/NGO

	8) Modernize and raise the efficiency of existing plastic recycling, including integration of informal waste separators (Barkata) in organized formal recycling systems
	GOV, HCENR, CSO/NGOs, PRVS

	9) Raising public awareness on responsible consumption and use of plastic products
	MEDIA, CSO/NGOs, GOV, HCENR, RES

	10) Learning from successful experiences in other parts of the world and opportunities for benefiting from global initiatives to mobilize needed technical and financial assistance
	GOV, CSO/NGOs, GLOBAL, HCENR


GOV refers to respective government agencies at federal and state levels, HCENR is the Higher Council for Environment and Natural Resources, GLOBAL refers to the global community/conventions, PRVS refers to the private sector, and RES refers to research and science.

c) Combating deforestation and land degradation: The role of the national REDD+ Strategy in addressing drivers of deforestation

Table 5. Recommendations of deliberations on combating deforestation

	Recommendation
	Follow-up and links to national policies

	1) Mainstreaming REDD+: Adoption of the national REDD+ Strategy as the national forest program & integration of REDD+ mechanisms & processes in the Forest National Corporation (FNC) structure
	GOV, HCENR, FNC

	2) All the mechanisms established by the REDD+ readiness program such as BSM, RGRM, ESMF should be integrated in the sectoral policies and legislation related to land use and natural resources management
	GOV, HCENR, FNC

	3) The national forest inventory should be further developed based permanent sample plots, data management system, adequate expertise and should involve all related institutions
	GOV, HCENR, FNC

	4) The contribution of the individual key drivers of deforestation and forest degradation should be carefully assessed to inform targeted REDD+ policy and planning
	GOV, HCENR, FNC

	8) Partner institutions and civil society organizations should play more active role in enhancing consultation, participation and information sharing on REDD+
	GOV, HCENR, FNC, CSO/NGO

	9) Sudan should develop national level FRL based on the experience developed during the preparation of the approved sub-national FRL.
	GOV, HCENR, FNC

	10) Establish funding resources for REDD+ actions, either through both state budget, or through fiscal measures dedicated to REDD+, 
	GOV, HCENR, FNC, GLOBAL

	11) Review Forest Policy & Acts to integrate environmental (carbon stocks management, emission reduction) and socio-economic safeguards such as communities’ empowerment, livelihoods, poverty alleviation
	GOV, HCENR, FNC


GOV refers to respective government agencies at federal and state levels, HCENR is the Higher Council for Environment and Natural Resources, GLOBAL refers to the global community/conventions, PRVS refers to the private sector, and RES refers to research and science.

d) [bookmark: _Toc104470643]Loss of soils biodiversity threatens agricultural productivity and the health of food supply systems in Sudan

Table 6. Recommendations of deliberations on protecting soil and marine biodiversity

	Recommendation
	Follow-up and links to national policies

	1) Mainstream conservation of soil biodiversity & ecosystem services into economic & development planning & strategic environmental assessments
	GOV, HCENR

	2) Establish fees for use of environmental services & include investments of ecosystem services in government budgeting
	GOV, HCENR

	3) Establish certification schemes that encourage best land management practices
	GOV, HCENR, RES

	4) Develop and use private and public sector indicators for soil biodiversity and ecosystem services
	GOV, HCENR, RES

	5) Strengthen local community rights to use and manage ecosystem services
	CSO/NGO, GOV, HCENR

	6) Create mechanisms to promote cooperation among stakeholders over the long-term which is central for managing land conflicts
	GOV, HC$NR

	7) Utilize indigenous knowledge systems to mobilizing engagement of rural people in land and environment management
	CSO/NGO, GOV, HCENR

	8) Ensure gender and social equity in access to and control of land and environmental services
	CSO/NGO, GOV, HCENR

	9) Increase of awareness about the importance of sea sediments and its role in the whole universe  biodiversity balance
	GOV, HCENR, CSO/NGO, MEDIA

	10) Encourage investment in protection of marine biodiversity specially for fisheries, biotechnology industries and tourism sectors
	GOV, CSO/NGOs, GLOBAL, HCENR

	11) Adopt coastal integrated management to achieve SDGs goals (goal 14)
	GOV, HCENR, CSO/NGO

	12) Ratify relevant international conventions on protection of marine environment and enhance regional coordination for the safety and protection of marine sediments
	GOV, HCENR, GLOBAL

	13) Enhance capacity of regulatory agencies to control pollution, sea mining, dredging and impetuous behaviors towards marine habitats
	GOV, HCENR, CSO/NGO

	14) Introduce adequate economic incentives to promote private sector investments in development of coastal & marine resources for tourism
	GOV, HCENR, PRVS


GOV refers to respective government agencies at federal and state levels, HCENR is the Higher Council for Environment and Natural Resources, GLOBAL refers to the global community/conventions, PRVS refers to the private sector, and RES refers to research and science.

[bookmark: _Toc103780306][bookmark: _Toc104470644]3.2 Outcomes of consultations under Leadership Dialogue 2 (LD2) “sustainable and inclusive recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic”,

National consultations under this LD focused on all aspects related to increasing resilience to the pandemic, prevention of re-emergence and containment of its spread, and safe management of its waste. Results of the said dialogues are summarised in Table 7 below.

Key questions for Leadership Dialogue 2 
1. Actions for recovery in key Covid-affected sectors and value chains 
a) What are the priority actions needed to transform high impact sectors, such as food, energy, and manufacturing? 
b) How to ensure that the transformation of high impact sectors is aligned with the SDGs and leave no one left behind? More specifically, how can young people, future voters, women, Indigenous Peoples and local communities play a more prominent role in the transition? 
c) How can recovery investments accelerate re-skilling for the sustainability transition, and ensure a reduction in the technology gap, particularly for clean technologies, in developing countries? 
d) Which key components of the value chain should be encompassed in environmental and human rights due diligence, particularly in high impact sectors? 
2. Harnessing innovations and technologies, including digital technologies for transparency and disclosure
a) How can we leverage the potential of digital technologies to ensure the shift towards a circular economy and sustainable consumption and production, while ensuring that developing countries have access to such technologies? 
b) How can we build on successful initiatives such as the Principles for Responsible Banking, the Task Force on Nature-related Financial Disclosures, or the Coalition of Finance Ministers for Climate Action? 
c) Enhanced cooperation can help developing countries learn from each other and grow more sustainably, close income gaps, and build trust. At the same time, it will contribute towards a thriving and healthy planet, which is sufficiently resilient to support inclusive and resilient human societies. 
3. Leveraging global, South-South and triangular cooperation for actions at scale
a) How can global cooperation and knowledge exchange be improved to support capacity development, innovation and progress, which respects and understands domestic contexts and constraints? 
b) How do we ensure that technology cooperation is scaled up to support developing countries in addressing the impact of the pandemic whilst achieving the SDGs? 
Table 7. Recommendations of deliberations on sustainable and inclusive recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic

	Recommendation
	Follow-up and links to national policies

	1. Removing existing structural inequalities to increase the resilience of vulnerable ecosystems and social groups to pandemics

	a) Eliminating the gender divide 
To ensure progress towards achieving SDG5 on gender, measures to enhance resilience must prioritize empowerment of women & removal of sources of the gender divide, such as:
· Structural inequities in ownership of assets (especially land) - In Africa, women are responsible for between 50 and 80% of agricultural production, but hold title to less than a 20% all agricultural land
· Domestic burdens during lockdowns
· Discriminatory social norms & intra-household division of labour
	GOV, CSO/NGO, PRVS

	b) Addressing the digital divide
Highly likely the switch to remote working & on-line learning will grow after COVID-19, therefore it will be necessary to:
· Scale up investment in digital infrastructure, which requires access to electricity, mobile and internet coverage
· Digital access also crucial for higher resilience to pandemics among less equipped & remote communities for timely communication of early warnings & early responses
· Satellite & drones can play a critical role in wildlife monitoring, which should assist with protection of the local commons against poaching & illegal trade in wildlife, with positive implications for conservation of biodiversity & reduction of risks of emergence of pandemics
	GOV, CSO/NGO, PRVS, RES

	2. Supporting low income and vulnerable economies

	Covid-19 is a global commons problem, requiring international cooperation for collective action (Multilateralism). Successful multilateralism that will facilitate mobilization of needed financial & technological assistance to enable poorer & resource constrained countries to adequately respond to the COVID-19 pandemic risks will require:
· Provision of adequate multilateral finance instruments & debt relief arrangements such as cancellation of sovereign debts owed by vulnerable economies
· Special funds to enable public health sectors in poorer countries with limited fiscal space and least capacity to save lives to provide access to vaccines, treatment, and diagnostics
· Global cooperation in digital technology transfer, sharing of data and knowledge, and access to medical intellectual property (emergency exemption from rights’ protections on Covid-19 medical supplies, sharing of novel patents, design schematics, industrial techniques to support domestic production, particularly for pharmaceuticals & timely delivery of vaccines
· Adoption of the One Health approach that recognizes the complex interconnections & integrates the goals of protecting the health of human, animal communities & the environment
	GLOBAL, GOV, RES

	3. Importance of the role of the government

	Lowering risks of emergence of pandemics and climate change & eradication of absolute poverty & social inequities are not the goals of typical private economic agents’ decision making
➤These are public goods that markets cannot directly deliver & need interventions from a public agency, such as the government and/or global protocols for their provision
· Guaranteed provision of vaccines, diagnostics, tests & treatments at subsidized or free of charge, particularly to front-line & informal sectors’ workers at times of pandemic outbreaks
· Removal of tariffs on essential Covid-19 imports (protective, disinfectants & sterilization products, medical consumables, testing kits), currently high in Africa reaching up to 40% for some
· Universal provision & security of access to medical attention, decent housing, education, & energy
· Integration of informal activities in organized modern spheres of the economy
	GOV, RES, CSO/NGO

	4. While governments have to assume the lead role, innovative mechanisms will be needed for mobilizing collaboration and commitment from the private sector to the social contract.
	GOV, PRVS, CSO/NGO


GOV refers to respective government agencies at federal and state levels, HCENR is the Higher Council for Environment and Natural Resources, GLOBAL refers to the global community/conventions, PRVS refers to the private sector, and RES refers to research and science.


3.3 [bookmark: _Toc103780307][bookmark: _Toc104470645]Outcomes of consultations under Leadership Dialogue 3 (LD3) “Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimensions of sustainable development”
National consultations under LD3 addressed challenges to accelerating actions to adapt to and mitigate climate change risks in Sudan.
Key questions for Leadership Dialogue 2 
1. Scaling up finance 
a) How to attract and redirect public and private capital to support the achievement of the SDGs? 
b) What collective actions are required to address the debt burden of nations? 
c) How can policymakers use digital technologies to enhance public financial management effectiveness and efficiency, and combat illicit financial flows? 
d) What role can fiscal and monetary authorities play in enabling and accelerating economic and fiscal policies that promote equity and sustainability? 
2. Governance and Institutional reform 
a) As we look to the next 50 years, what governance and institutional arrangements are needed to ensure that the SDGs and other key global processes are implemented in a coherent and integrated manner? 
b) What are the key priorities for innovative policy approaches to deepen the nexus between environment economy and human well-being? 
c) How should public policy processes be transformed to ensure the full engagement of young people in determining their possibilities to build sustainable livelihoods and a prosperous future? 
3. Digital transformations and effective partnerships 
a) How can open innovation and open-source approaches to digital technology, platforms and applications promote enhanced equity and more sustainable lifestyles, and behaviours? 
b) What partnerships, public-private coalitions and civil society mechanisms are needed to scale finance, strengthen governance, and reverse unsustainable production and consumption patterns? 
c) How can we promote information sharing, digital product passports, traceability, and sustainable finance standards reform to advance the SDGs? 
4. Collective actions and strengthened cooperation 
a) How can we ensure that Stockhholm+50 renews the promise and optimism of 1972, and rebuilds the trust needed for the strengthened cooperation and partnership to tackle the triple planetary crisis, as we build towards UNFCCC COP-27 and CBD COP-15? 
b) How can we build on the agreed outcomes of the 2019 Climate Action Summit, the 2020 Biodiversity Summit, and the 2021 Food Systems Summit? 
c) What are the key elements for shaping a positive global narrative for sustainable development and a better future for all? 
a) Enhancing resilience to climate change risks (Adaptation component of Sudan’s NDC)

Table 8. Recommendations of deliberations on enhancing resilience to climate change 

	Recommendation
	Follow-up and links to national policies

	Strong political support to mainstreaming and integrating climate change adaptation into national and state level development planning
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs)

	Overlaps and conflicts in the mandates of the climate related institutions should be assessed and reforms should be introduced to ensure better coordination, collaboration and coherence
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs)

	Reform sectoral and climate related legislation and policies and means of their enforcement including through continuous participation and consultation with all related stakeholders 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), CSO/NGO

	Develop country specific models to improve climate data and information to inform more robust and effective climate resilient development planning 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), RES

	Enhancement of methodologies, capacities related assessment of risk (current and future impacts), mainstreaming of adaptation including climate proofing of existing projects 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), RES

	Improve access to international finance and technical support to meet the costs of priority adaptation measures
	GLOBAL, GOV, HCENR (NDCs)

	Develop priority measures into fundable project proposals consistent with the requirements of funding institutions
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs)

	Improve costing of adaptation interventions to enable stakeholders and decision-makers prioritize (analysis of adaptation financial flows) measures
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), RES

	Reform national fiscal and monetary policies such as alignment of public spending priorities with achieving the SDGs 
	GOV

	Mobilize more private sector funding through improved enabling policy environment and economic incentives
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), PRVS

	Private sector role in advancing the national climate change program and resilient development should go beyond their corporate social responsibility contribution 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), PRVS

	Integration of local and traditional knowledge in the climate change adaptation, projects and development planning. Enabled Local communities to play a more prominent role
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), CSO/NGO

	Women are the most affected by climate change impacts, their case requires dedicated detailed studies and assessments, to generate data and information on their vulnerability and to inform climate resilient planning targeted women and other disproportionately affected gender groups 
	RES, GOV & HCENR (NDCs), CSO/NGO

	Ensuring the active participation of the youth in the national climate change program and resilient and sustainable development planning
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), CSO/NGO

	The CSOs should advocate and lobby for a bigger role in the planning and implementation of adaptation related programs and projects 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), CSO/NGO

	Creation of a Climate Change Platform for CSOs for continuous dialogue and coordination with governmental institutions, the legislative bodies, the private sector, the media and the international development partners
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), CSO/NGO

	Effective means of communication of information on results of studies, assessment, planning related to climate change and resilient development, to vulnerable communities and stakeholders 
	RES, GOV & HCENR (NDCs), CSO/NGO

	Develop and conduct regular radio/TV programs and media outreach events on climate change programs and projects activities at federal and state levels
	MEDIA, GOV & HCENR (NDCs), CSO/NGO


GOV refers to respective government agencies at federal and state levels, HCENR is the Higher Council for Environment and Natural Resources, GLOBAL refers to the global community/conventions, PRVS refers to the private sector, and RES refers to research and science. 

b) Pursuing low emission development (Mitigation component of Sudan’s NDC)

Table 9. Recommendations of deliberations on low emission development

	Recommendation
	Follow-up and links to national policies

	Set targets to achieve net-zero emissions, provide incentives for domestic use of renewable energy technologies and support public and private R&D and innovation
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), RES

	Renewable Energy projects should be accorded high priority in the strategic planning and in the allocation of financial resources 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs)

	Establishment of incentive mechanisms for renewable energy technologies and development of business models that attract technology innovation, transfer and development 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), RES

	Need for more risk-sharing and spreading mechanisms and incentive to encourage the private sector to increase its role in the transition to renewable energy in Sudan 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), PRV

	Adoption of supportive laws, regulations, strategy on PPP’s and tariffs. 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), PRV

	Lift taxes, customs and other fees from all renewables business and products and set emission standards 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), PRV

	Transition to low emission energy development requires targeted efforts on energy used for cooking, mostly comes from unsustainable biomass sources 
	RES, GOV & HCENR (NDCs), PRV

	All potential sources of renewable energy should be assessed and harnessed including waves and tidal energy sources in the Red Sea
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), PRV

	RE data, metrics and concepts need to be clearly defined, unified and streamlined across all institutions and actors 
	RES, GOV & HCENR (NDCs), PRV

	RE institutions should be strengthened in term of mandate, capacities, technical and financial resources, decision making power, etc 
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs), PRV

	Develop enabling environment including conducive policies & regulatory frameworks to achieve transition to low emission development pathways
	GOV & HCENR (NDCs)

	Address knowledge gap, a key issue in developing effective governance and institutional arrangement for RE and energy transition in Sudan
	RES, GOV & HCENR (NDCs), CSO/NGO


GOV refers to respective government agencies at federal and state levels, HCENR is the Higher Council for Environment and Natural Resources, GLOBAL refers to the global community/conventions, PRVS refers to the private sector, and RES refers to research and science.


[bookmark: _Toc103780308][bookmark: _Toc104470646]4. Consultation Follow-up, Next Steps and Links to National Policies Please describe: 
Table 2 above indicates partners and stakeholder groups to follow-up on implementation of the results and recommendations of the national consultations. Next steps include implementation of national and sectoral polices, NDCs, NBSAPs, INFFs, SDG Strategies, and coordination among respective players at national and subnational levels.
[bookmark: _Toc104470647][bookmark: _Toc103780309]5. Annexes

Provided as a separate document
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