STOCKHOLM +50 
NATIONAL CONSULTATION FOR THE STATE SECTOR REPRESENTATIVES
MEETING MINUTES
	Date 
	19 April 2022 (Tuesday)

	Time
	09.00am- 04:00pm

	Venue 
	Waters Edge, Battaramulla, Colombo



Meeting Participants:
	No
	Name
	Gender
	Title
	Organization
	Sector

	1
	Dr. Anil Jasinghe
	Male
	Secretary
	Ministry of Environment
	Environment

	2
	Ms. Anuradhi Perera
	Female
	Director (Planning)
	Ministry of Power
	Energy

	3
	Mr. Harsha Wickramasinghe
	Male
	Deputy Director General
	Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority
	Green Energy

	4
	Mr. Amara Beling
	Male
	Director (Env. Mgt.)
	Board of Investment
	Trade & Commerce

	5
	Mr. Lawrence Madapatha
	Male
	Executive Director
	Board of Investment
	Trade & Commerce

	6
	Mr. P.U. Ratnayake
	Male
	Director
	Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority
	Tourism

	7
	Dr. Nilan Miranda
	Male
	Director General
	Sri Lanka Transport Commission
	Transport

	8
	Mr. S. Sivanantharajan
	Male
	Additional Surveyor General
	Survey Department of Sri Lanka
	Government

	9
	Mr. R. Vijaya Kumar Rajaratnam
	Male
	Commissioner Development
	Department of Agriculture
	Agriculture

	10
	Mr. D.T. Rupasinghe
	Male
	Deputy Director
	Coast Conservation Department
	Environment

	11
	Mr. K.D. Sujeewa
	Male
	Deputy Director
	Department of Meteorology
	Environment

	12
	Mr. Nalin Mannapperuma
	Male
	Director
	
	Environment

	13
	Mr. A S M N B Samarakoon
	Male
	Senior Hydrologist
	Water Resources Board
	Environment

	14
	Ms. Nadeeka Amarasinghe
	Female
	Assistant Director
	Sustainable Development Council
	Environment

	15
	Mr. Sugath Dissanayake
	Male
	Director
	Disaster Management Center
	Environment

	16
	Mr. Kelum Athukorala
	Male
	Chief Engineer
	Ceylon Electricity Board
	Energy

	17
	Mr. Rifa Wadood
	Male
	Director
	Air Resource Management National Ozone Unit, Ministry of Environment
	Environment

	18
	Ms. Nilmini Wickramarachchi
	Female
	
	Ministry of Environment
	Environment

	19
	Mr. Gamini Sarathchandra
	Male
	Director
	Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka
	Energy

	20
	Ms. Heshani Somarathne
	Female
	Assistant Director
	Department of Wildlife Conservation
	Environment

	21
	Ms. G N Jayatunga
	Female
	Assistant Director
	Road Development Authority
	Infrastructure

	22
	Mr. M G G G Mahanama
	Male
	Deputy Director
	Ministry of Fisheries
	Fisheries & Aquaculture

	23
	Ms. Dharshani Lahandapura
	Female
	Chairperson
	Marine Environment Protection Authority
	Environment

	24
	Ms. Madhavini Samarakoon
	Female
	Engineer
	Department of Irrigation
	Agriculture

	25
	Ms. Tharaka Sumathipala
	Female
	Assistant Director (Env. Planning & Economics)
	Ministry of Environment
	Environment

	26
	Ms. R M Nilmini Ranasinghe
	Female
	Assistant Director
	Ministry of Environment
	Environment

	27
	Mr. Sheratha Ramanayake
	Male
	Director (Planning)
	Ministry of Fisheries
	Fisheries & Aquaculture

	28
	Mr. T G I Amaranayake
	Male
	Assistant Manager
	Ministry of Urban Development
	Cities

	29
	Ms. J Amaratunge
	Female
	Director (International Relations)
	Ministry of Environment
	Environment

	30
	Ms. Ramya Wijesekere
	Female
	Principal Research Engineer
	Ministry of Enterprise Development & Investment Promotion
	Industry

	31
	Ms. Pathma Abeykoon
	Female
	Director (Biodiversity)
	Ministry of Environment
	Environment

	32
	Ms. Hasula Wickremasinghe
	Female 
	Programme Assistant
	Climate Change Secretariat, Ministry of Environment
	Environment

	33
	Mr. Sepali De Silva
	Male
	Assistant Director (Land)
	Ministry of Environment
	Environment

	34
	Mr. Gamini Hewage
	Male
	Director General
	Department of National Physical Planning
	Finance & Investment

	35
	Ms. N Anuradha Athukorala
	Female
	Development Officer
	Ministry of Environment
	Environment

	36
	Ms. Hashani Weragala
	Female
	Development Officer
	Ministry of Environment
	Environment



Inauguration Ceremony:
The "Stockholm+50: a healthy planet for the prosperity of all - our responsibility, our opportunity" UN high level international meeting, co-hosted by the Government of Sweden and Kenya is scheduled to be held on 2nd and 3rd June 2022 in Stockholm, to commemorate 50 years since the adoption of the Stockholm Declaration by the UN Conference on Human Environment held in Stockholm in 1972. The overall objective of this meeting intends to contribute to accelerating developments and the implementation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to attain a sustainable green economy, post COVID-19, and a healthy planet for all, where no one is left behind. 
In preparation for this international discussion, the Ministry of Environment and UNDP Sri Lanka intends to conduct consultations across the country with the mere objective of invigorating an inclusive whole-of-society and whole-of-government dialogue on the main thematic areas of Stockholm +5O. As such, nominated representatives from key state sector entities were called upon to the first national consultation for state sector on 19 April 2022, to discuss interconnectivity across environmental agendas to build a shared vision on how to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity for all. 
The following key points were highlighted and discussed upon by all nominated representatives at this discussion:

	Agenda Item
	Discussion

	Inauguration speech 

	The welcome remarks and objectives of the consultation delivered by Dr. Anil Jasinghe, Secretary, Ministry of Environment.
Dr. Jasinghe emphasized the objective of Stockholm +50 and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and its 50 year commemoration as of 2022. Dr. Jasinghe highlighted the priority areas (i.e. poverty, development and environment), in which the UN Nations environment Unit was established on. In addition, he simplified the current position of Sri Lanka in the triple planetary crisis which entails prevalent challenges in climate change, bio diversity loss, and pollution. Although Sri Lanka has advanced in certain areas of environment, he pointed out that unfortunately the country has failed in other areas. As such, he explained that Sri Lanka is on a low emission path and currently, every sector of this country will have their quota in emission reduction. However, in regard to bio diversity loss, Sri Lanka has a target of 32% of forest cover by 2030; and unfortunately, that pollution is a least attended area. 
Dr Jasinghe highlighted that in line with the current economic downturn and political instability of the country, that there may be a difficulty to resolve the current environmental issues, and therefore, the voice of the environmental sector must be heard to ensure that the progressive minded majority would safeguard the interests of the environment.  
Dr. Jasinghe concluded by briefly highlighting the objective of this consultation and the importance to understand the context of Sri Lanka, its current challenges and the stakeholders’ role on the way forward, which in turn will feed into the development of the draft Stockholm +50 country report for Sri Lanka.
Remarks by Ms. Malin Herwig, Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP Sri Lanka 
Ms. Malin Herwig greeted the Secretary of Ministry of Environment and the participants of the discussion. Ms. Herwig reiterated the objective of the Stockholm +50 and the consultations planned for the development of the Stockholm 50+ report for Sri Lanka. It was highlighted that there are so many promising developments, but there is also the triple crisis, which prompts Sri Lanka to do more. 
With the economic downturn, she presumed that it may be difficult to efficiently work on environmental issues, but when it comes to Sri Lanka, it will be valuable for industries such as tourism to improve on crises such as bio diversity loss for instance.
Ms. Herwig mentioned that there are many linkages between the economy and environment, and that Sri Lanka needs to focus on the short-term priorities that will impact the countries long-term needs. As such, she advised that although the UNDP will support the consultation and the development of the report, that this consultative process to be government-led and to present the findings in the global discussion in Stockholm. 
Ms. Herwig concluded by stating that todays’ discussion is about collecting ideas through an engaged conversation amidst government stakeholders and academia, towards the success of environmental developments in the country, and the Stockholm 50+ country report for Sri Lanka. 

	Technical Discussion 
	The national report for the Stockholm +50 by Dr. Manoj Ranaweera  
Dr. Manoj Ranaweera initiated the technical discussion by briefly elaborating how the team will translate, compile, interpret and present the inputs in the report for the Stockholm conference representing Sri Lanka. Dr. Ranaweera presented the overall reporting format, reporting process, the synthesizing and space constraints, and validation and quality assurance to ensure a true reflection of Sri Lanka.
He mentioned that the findings will be presented in the form a technical report, which will be submitted by the end of May 2022. The technical report will be divided into five chapters - Chapter one will include information of the national consultations at a glance, as it will consist of a set of statistics, the cross section addressed, demographics and the no of participants, their organizations etc. The second chapter will state the participants’ selection process, and how the consultation was conducted to achieve a whole-of government and whole-of society approach. The third chapter will include the main inputs, insights and innovations discussed at the national consultation; it will highlight the overview of the main themes, challenges, solutions and recommendations. The fourth chapter is the consultation follow up, which will consist of next steps and certain linkages to national policies. Lastly, the report will conclude with the annexes which will include the data collated for each consultation. It was highlighted the chapters’ three and four are the most important sections. 
Dr. Ranaweera expressed that the consultation process is a multi-stakeholder process to cover governmental stakeholders and civil society amidst other cross sections of the society. It was highlighted that there is a limitation to express the inputs compiled, as only 1500 characters (inc. spaces) are allowed per question. Within this consultation, the participants will be divided into three groups, and due to the limitation of words, the inputs compiled will be made into a summary that will accurately reflect the overall opinion of the participants present. 
It was indicated that all minutes of the consultations will be included into the report to provide a summary and to create transparency for all. 
He highlighted that the validation is crucial and there are two levels of validation – stakeholder level and country level validation. Both levels of validations will ensure that the team will efficiently represent all participants’ ideas in an effective Stockholm +50 report. In addition, Dr. Ranaweera expressed that quality assurance will be ensured in sampling, data collection and reporting. In data collection, the team will ensure that there will be no gaps in responses; and quality assurance in general will be assured through the validation.
Introduction to Stockholm Declaration – Evolution from 1972 to 2022 by Dr. Shamen Vithanage 
Dr. Shamen Vithanage highlighted the concept of sustainability and its linkage to the economy, as well as the evolution of human-environment relationships. Mr. Vithanage expressed that Sri Lanka currently suffers a serious challenge of economic growth and sustainability. 
Key global initiatives and some of the early contributions before 1972, and initiatives from 1972 to 2022 (50 years) were highlighted, such as the establishment of the World Commission on Environment and Development in 1987, the Rio Conference in 1992, where three important conventions were agreed upon with established an agenda for the 21st century, to include important guidelines such as forest principles, that contributed to environmental development. Mr. Vithanage briefly underlined the UN conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) 2012 to secure the renewed political commitment for sustainable development, the Paris Agreement and the UNSDGs Agenda for environment, the World conservation strategy and how the National conservation strategy was developed from that in 1988. Key national initiatives such as the Biodiversity conservation plan, reports related to red listing, the most recent guidance on environment – such as the updated NDCs and the NAP (2022-2030), were also highlighted. 
Mr. Vithanage suggested that Sri Lanka’s development pathways have to change to achieve effective sustainable development. In order to understand the SDGs, he highlighted the wedding cake concept for SDGs, which is a hierarchical categorization emphasizing that economy and society are directly linked to the environment and sustainability. The presentation was concluded by highlighting the most recent guidance developed on environment in Sri Lanka. 
Context setting: Presentation on SDGs, NDCs, NEAP, Green Recovery, etc. by Dr. Thusitha Sugathapala 
Dr. Thusitha Sugathapala initiated his presentation by highlighting the importance of environment dimensions in the broader sustainability context to assist participants to better understand and provide inputs for the Stockholm 50+ questions. Dr. Sugathapala elaborated on the nexus between development and environment, and highlighted how human dominance and consumption, damages nature and how it drastically impacts the environment. He expressed the impact this can have on the environment and the planetary boundaries. An analysis of the impact can be made by assessing the human development index in line with the ecological footprint. 
Dr. Sugathapala expressed that Sri Lanka can create a development pathway to achieve maximum sustainability, and highlighted the local advancements in the country, such as the drafting of the National Policy and Strategy on Sustainable Development (SD). He acknowledged that in terms of challenges of the SDGs, the biggest challenge is related to environment, (such as greenhouse gas emissions and global warming), and stated that climate change poses the single biggest impact to SD having implications on most of the other SDGs. 
In addition, the most recent intervention by the Min. of Environment, the National Environment Action Plan (NEAP) was highlighted, along with its nine thematic areas. 
Dr. Sugathapala accepted the emerging trends and the complexity of development challenges (such as the unprecedented backdrop of COVID-19 and the human development index) in Sri Lanka. He commented that beyond recovery towards 2030, the response of Government of Sri Lanka for green development and the COVID-19 recovery is crucial. He highlighted new innovative approaches such as green financing to be introduced for sustainable finance, while stressing on the protection of the environment. 
He concluded by acknowledging that the series of integrated policies and programme assistance in different thematic areas are important to be initiated and implemented via government stakeholders and development partners. 
Stockholm +50 Leadership Dialogue Questions by Eng. Gamini Senanayake. 
The introduction to the 3 leadership dialogues by provided by Mr. Gamini Senanayake. Mr. Senanayake informed that this session will consist of 3 Leadership Dialogues (LD) and its Guiding Questions (GQ). Mr. Senanayake further explained that the participants will be divided into three groups to answer the questions in each dialogue. The key areas of focus for each dialogue will be as follows: 
- Leadership Dialogue 1 - Healthy planet and prosperity for all  
- Leadership Dialogue 2 – Green Recovery from COVID 19
- Leadership Dialogue 3 – Environment dimensions of SDGs 

Following a breakdown of participants into 3 groups assigned to a particular LD group, and following an extensive focused group discussion amidst each, a focal point from each group presented their answers, and the following responses were discussed – 
Leadership Dialogue 1: Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity for all – (assigned to Group 1)
Group 1 suggested the following inputs under each GQ, for which the participants in Group 2 and 3 provided suggestions (see below in bold) which were incorporated to finalize the overall inputs - 
GQ1 - 
	Good Practices
	Pathways

	Promote renewable energy 
	Review and revise feed in tariff 

	Sustainable consumption of resources
	Promote attitudinal change/school curricular/family

	Ecosystem restoration 
	National policy and strategy for ecosystem restoration



Suggestions:
· Group 2 suggested changing the wording ‘restoration’ alongside ‘Ecosystem’, as this may be too vast. 
· Participants in Group 3 suggested to clearly state (as a pathway), to revise current national policies and strategies to include ecosystem restoration, rather than developing new ones. 
GQ2 – 
	Actions
	Policies
	Structures

	Guidelines and regulations for policy implementation 
	Policy review and update to suit sustainable development.
	Redefining roles of regulatory bodies.

	Identify targets for mandated agencies 
	
	

	Request implementation, monitoring and auditing plans. 
	
	Parties identified for monitoring



Suggestions:
· Group 2 advised to be more specific when suggesting to redefine roles of regulatory bodies. Group 3 highlighted that there are regulatory bodies that have multiple functions (including acting as a regulatory), therefore it was collectively suggested to revise the sentence to state – Strengthening regulatory bodies while redefining their mandates. 
GQ3 – 
	How could marginalized and vulnerable groups benefit?

	1
	Targeted subsidies/cash transfers 

	2
	Partnerships to share benefits (roof renting/livelihoods restoration)

	3
	Awareness creation and engage them in possible solution 



Suggestions:
· Group 3 suggested to include relocation strategy/plan/policies for those living in high risk areas. 

GQ4 –
	How can we safeguard the rights of people and nature?

	1
	Avoid critical areas for people and nature in promotion of renewable energy/agriculture

	2
	Support affected parties


 GQ5 –
	Metrics
	Indicators

	
	% of energy from renewable energy 

	
	Per capita waste generation 

	
	Increase in extent of different ecosystems 


Meeting specific question –
	What kind of follow-up activities would you like to see?

	1
	Clean air

	2
	Clean water 

	3
	Food security 

	4
	Health ecosystem


Leadership Dialogue 2: Achieving a sustainable and inclusive recovery from COVID-19 – (assigned to Group 2)
Group 2 suggested the following inputs under each GQ, for which the participants in Group 1 and 3 provided suggestions (see below in bold) which were incorporated to finalize the overall inputs – 



GQ1 - 
	Current Recovery Practices 
	Public 
	Private 
	Civil Society 

	Individual
	Virtual transformation;
Capacity building and awareness creation
	
	

	Community
	Preventive healthcare
	
	

	City
	Lifestyle change 
	
	

	Regional
	
	
	

	Country 
	
	
	



Suggestions:
· Group 3 suggested to include the ‘Living with COVID’ resilience practice which is adhered in the Sri Lanka’s COVID-19 response plan and the country in general. 
GQ2 – 
	Pre-existing practices that need to be changed

	1
	Switching back from private/individual to public transportation with adherence to health and safety protocol

	2
	Encouraging communal living 

	3
	Abuse of prescriptive medicines 


GQ3 – 
	How do we ensure that all countries/communities can benefit?

	1
	Through knowledge and awareness creation 


GQ4 – 
	How can we create better performing industries 

	1
	Through virtual transformation

	2
	Green transformation through resource efficiency 

	3
	Adopting circular economy concepts 



	How can we create better performing supply chains?

	1
	Regional source and trading 



	Which industrial sectors are most critical? 

	1
	Tourism

	2
	IT

	3
	Garment, apparel and PPE




Suggestions:
· Group 3 participants suggested including the pharmaceutical and the agro processing industries as they too are crucial to ensure social safeguards and food security. 

	
	Rationale for selecting critical industrial sectors

	1
	Tourism – One of the biggest forex earner with relatively low investment base 

	2
	IT – To capitalize on our HR base. Less capital intensive. 

	3
	Garment, apparel and PPE – Leading world player and high forex earner



GQ5 – 
	Commitments
	Key industry sectors
	Finance and investment institutions

	1
	To become a leading eco tourism destination

	2
	To collaborate with leading IT operators in India 

	3
	To become a carbon neutral garment and apparel industry while ensuring the highest quality. 




	Responsible principles
	Key industry sectors
	Finance and investment institutions

	1
	Resource efficiency

	2
	Circular economy 



GQ6 – 
	
	What are the decent green jobs of the future?

	1
	Eco tourism related 

	2
	Waste recycling related 

	3
	Renewable energy related 



Suggestions:
· A participant from Group 3 suggested to include jobs in relation to pollution control. 

	New skills needed 
	Business
	Government
	Academia 

	1
	For virtual transformation

	2
	For resource efficiency 

	3
	For circular economy 


Meeting specific question -
	What kind of follow-up activities would you like to see?

	1
	Exchange of best practices 

	2
	Finance 

	3
	Exchange of technology and knowledge

	
	


Leadership Dialogue 3: Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development– (assigned to Group 3)
GQ1 - 
	
	What are the biggest challenges?

	1
	Improper political interferences in implementing environment policies/law.

	2
	Law of proper implementation and progress monitoring of environment related policies, enforcement of laws & regulations, and guidelines and related budget allocations 

	3
	Lack of institutional framework & coordination for implementation of environment actions. 

	4
	Gaps in data, information, capacity, technology..


Suggestions:
- Participants from other groups suggested to revise the 1st challenge to reflect bureaucracy interferences, and not just political interferences. 

	
	How do we create an enabling environment? 

	1
	National physical planning to guide the decision making process in environment management (in projects/programmes).

	2
	Establishment and empowerment of national council/ independent commission for policy implementation 



GQ2 - 
	
	Good practices 
	Pathways 

	1
	Indigenous sustainable practices (such as food security, water, conservation).
	Formal and informal/non-formal education 

	2
	Local decentralized governance system 
	Realignment/refining of local government systems (good governance)

	3
	
	Environment impact valuation on project appraisal.


GQ3 - 
	
	How to transform governance systems?

	1
	Restructuring of institutional mandates and arrangements to eliminate overlaps and better alignments. 



	
	How to transform legal systems?

	1
	Development and enforcement of cohesive and forward-looking/futuristic laws/regulations.



GQ4 - 
	
	What measures are needed to align public, private and development finance?

	1
	Establishment of legal framework for PPP

	2
	Stakeholder engagement platform 

	3
	Awareness and capacity building, particularly on partnerships 


GQ5 – 
	
	What type of partnerships from the UN and beyond are needed?

	1
	Financial resources 

	2
	Technology transfer 

	3
	Institutional capacity building 

	4
	Knowledge and information sharing 


GQ6 – 
	
	Capacities 
	Technologies

	1
	Information management (data management to support the decision making)
	Environmentally sound technologies adopted to the local context

	2
	Capacity to adopt to the national and local context /circumstances
	Advance and appropriate technologies for monitoring of environment parameters (air, water and soil)


Meeting specific question -
	What kind of follow-up activities would you like to see?

	1
	Sharing of lessons learnt and best practices

	2
	Positioning of Sri Lanka in the global map and learning from best practices of better performing countries. 

	3
	Support for the adoption of best practices locally.

	4
	Regional platform for information sharing







