Annex A: The plan for Stockholm+50 national consultations in Sudan
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[bookmark: _Toc103780311]National Stakeholder Consultations Leading to Stockholm+50: The Plan for Sudan

1. [bookmark: _Toc103780312]Brief about Stockholm+50
The UN General Assembly has agreed through two Resolutions to convene an international meeting entitled “Stockholm+50: a healthy planet for the prosperity of all - our responsibility, our opportunities”, in Stockholm on 2 and 3 June 2022 during the week of the World Environment Day. The meeting will commemorate 50 years since the convening of the UN Conference on the Human Environment, which will also coincide with commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the creation of the UN Environment Programme, UNEP@50. It is designed to help accelerate the implementation of commitments towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) during the Decade of Action including through a sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic (Resolutions available at: undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/280 and undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/326).
Core event of the meeting will be three leadership dialogues focusing on producing recommendations to address the following themes:
Leadership dialogue 1: Urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all; 
Leadership dialogue 2: Sustainable and inclusive recovery from coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic; and 
Leadership dialogue 3: Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimensions of sustainable development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for the SDGs.

2. [bookmark: _Toc103780313]Pre-Stockholm+50 National Consultations in Sudan
Preparations for the Stockholm+50 meeting need to ensure effective participation of all States Members and specialized agencies of the UN, and parties to the multilateral environment agreements. All relevant major stakeholder groups, including women, youth, older persons, persons with disabilities, indigenous people and local communities, as well as other representatives from civil society and the private sector are encouraged to contribute to the discussions of the international meeting and its preparation including through a range of consultations at global, regional, and national levels.

[bookmark: _Toc103780314]2.1 Objectives of the national level consultations
National consultations will provide in-person and virtual platforms for participants to share experiences and contribute ideas, innovations, and insights, aiming to stimulate inclusive whole-of-society dialogue on the main themes of Stockhom+50, as they relate to the national context, in order to:
1) build a shared vision on how to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity for all while accelerating progress on the environmental dimension of the SDGs through inclusive green recovery from COVID-19; 
2) Offer clear recommendations for governments, civil society and private sector on priority actions that can advance national and sectoral policies that address climate change and leverage nature-based solutions
3) Amplify voices of the poor, youth, women, indigenous groups, local communities, & other marginalized
4) Influence national and global debates that consider the views of all stakeholders

2.2 [bookmark: _Toc103780315]Sudan country team approach to structuring national consultations

A. Forming the UN Country Team (UNCT) for Sudan
A national coordination team (UNCT) has been recruited to design and conduct the national consultations. As per the guidelines “UNDP will work closely with UN agencies which have extensive experience in convening different development stakeholders and providing relevant knowledge to identify development challenges, opportunities, and solutions with a bottom-up approach rationale.” For the purpose of this consultation UNDP is working closely with UNEP in leading the national level consultations.

B. Selection of the national themes and consultations’ agenda
As national consultations are expected to provide results to feed into and inform the Stockholm+50 discussions and its follow-up, and also have to be context-appropriate, Sudan country team has chosen to design its consultations process on the basis that they must:
· Be anchored to the above Stockholm+50 three leadership dialogue themes
· Address national environmental management priority challenges under the three leadership dialogues
Based on extensive survey of relevant literature and outcomes of preparatory meetings of the national team (UNCT), the following have been identified to represent Sudan’s national priorities and key challenges to be addressed under above three leadership dialogues:

Under Leadership dialogue 1: “urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all”, national consultations will focus on the triple planetary crises (climate, nature, pollution) and their impacts on the people and ecosystems in Sudan. The following represent the risks to protect the health of our land, air, and water resources against:
1) The role of the national REDD+ Strategy in addressing drivers of deforestation and forest degradation and associated social and environmental impacts in Sudan
2) Addressing current pressures on and threats to the functional integrity of natural ecosystems and biological diversity in Sudan
3) The use of mercury in artisanal gold mining in Sudan: A major pollution threat to human and ecosystems’ health 
4) Improved management of solid waste: Addressing environmental risks of pollution from plastics 
The focus of the national consultations will be on priority actions towards SDGs 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 

Under Leadership dialogue 2: “sustainable and inclusive recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic”, national consultations will focus on all aspects related to the damages and threats of the Covid-19 pandemic:
a. Mitigating impacts on and increasing resilience of vulnerable groups
b. Effective prevention of re-emergence and containment of its spread
c. Safe management of Covid-19 related waste for sustainable and inclusive recovery from the pandemic
Under Leadership dialogue 3: “Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimensions of sustainable development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for the SDGs”, national consultations under this dialogue will address challenges to accelerating actions to adapt to and mitigate climate change risks in Sudan with focus on the following subthemes:
a. Improving the resilience to climate change among highly vulnerable communities and ecosystems (the adaptation component of Sudan’s nationally determined contributions-NDCs)
b. Improving access to sustainable and low-emission energy for national development (the mitigation component of Sudan’s NDCs). This will focus on priority actions towards SDG 7 (Clean energy at affordable price) that seeks to ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all 
Focus of consultations on all the above will be on priority actions towards SDG 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 
The above suggests 5 themes for the national consultations (pollution, climate change adaptation and mitigation, desertification, and biodiversity). The gender aspect will be a cross-cutting sub-theme in all national dialogues. 
C. Identifying stakeholder groups
To provide an anchor for deeper and broader participatory processes national consultations will be led by all stakeholders. Accordingly, partnerships and participants will be carefully identified to ensure representation of all concerned and affected parties under each of the national themes to be addressed. Selection of stakeholders and partners will be guided by recommendations of the Stockholm+50 Meeting: Guidelines for National Stakeholder Consultations. The guidelines recommend observing certain considerations for an inclusive and transparent selection process for mapping disaggregated groups of stakeholders to ensure diversity of civil society and balanced mix of gender, ethnicity, age, education, geography, economic activity, etc., and use of clear and justifiable selection criteria.
Guided by the above, lists of stakeholder groups will be prepared for each of the thematic workshops to be conducted.
D. Means and modalities
The following modalities will be employed to conduct Sudan’s national consultations:
i. National level consultations
· Several virtual and in-person meetings of the country team with key partners (Swedish Embassy, UNDP, UNEP, WHO, UNESCO, RR). Starting from the planning and preparations’ stage, these meetings continue throughout the launching of national consultations and post S+50 conference
· Three in-person (allowing for virtual participation as needed) thematic dialogues organised to facilitate national level stakeholders’ consultations with specialists from relevant research communities and policy makers, managers in respective public and private sector agencies, civil society, youth, women, etc.
· One final in-person (allowing for virtual participation as needed) stakeholders’ consultation workshop, inclusive of all stakeholders for final confirmation and validation of results of all consultations
ii. Regional (state) level consultations
Consultations at States’ level will be organized in 4 regional workshops at which States in each region will be convened together in one in-person consultation session. Each regional dialogue will cover more than one national priority theme, as relevant to the selected groups of states and stakeholders. Some of these regional consultations will proceed sequentially starting with consultations with communities, followed by consultations with the relevant state authorities. Outcomes of the regional consultations will feed into the national dialogues. In planning and facilitation of the national consultations, Sudan’s UNCT will draw heavily on previous and current national consultation mechanisms, dialogue institutions, committees and forums that proved to be successfully enabling inclusion of the voices of the widest possible stakeholder groups, such as NDCs, NAPA’s, Biodiversity, Desertification, REDD+, SDGs planning framework.
E. Preparation of concept notes and data relevant to each theme of the national consultation
2.3 [bookmark: _Toc103780316]Launching the national consultations (see the plan in Table 1)

Table 1. Timeline for planning and implementation of the Pre-Stockholm+50 national consultations in Sudan
	Event/activity
	Time frame 2022
	Location
	Remarks

	Recruitment of coordinators and formation of the national team
	Started March 25th
	Khartoum
	UNDP

	Engagement with partners and national team meetings
	Till end of May
	Khartoum
	Virtual & Physical

	Finalize plans for conducting the national consultations
	By April 20th 
	Khartoum
	Published

	Letter of Agreement for the Sudanese Environment Conservation Society as a facilitator of the regional consultations
	By April 20th 
	Khartoum
	UNDP

	Complete drafting of the concept notes for all themes
	By April 25th 
	Khartoum
	Virtual & Physical

	Communications strategy
	April 25th 
	Khartoum
	UNDP

	Launching national consultations: 1st National workshop on pollution threats
	April 26
	Khartoum
	Virtual/physical-LD1

	2nd national consultations workshop on Covid-19 & inclusive recovery
	May 8-12
	Khartoum 
	Virtual/physical-LD2

	3rd national consultations workshop on environmental dimensions of the SDGs
	May 8-12
	Khartoum
	Virtual/physical-LD3

	Regional consultations on all themes
	May 8-12
	In 4 regions
	Physical on all LDs 

	Final national validation workshop
	May 15-19
	Khartoum
	Physical on all LDs

	Reporting of results
	May 27th 
	Khartoum
	Coordinator
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Annex B: Communication strategy and outreach plan for Stockholm+50 national consultations in Sudan
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[bookmark: _Toc103780318]Sudan’s communication and outreach strategy for Stockholm+50
1. [bookmark: _Toc103780319]Stockholm +50
· The “Stockholm+50: a healthy planet for the prosperity of all – our responsibility, our opportunity” is an international meeting to be convened by the UN General Assembly in Stockholm on 2 and 3 June 2022 to commemorate the 50 years since the convening of the UN Conference on the Human Environment
· The main aim of Stockholm+50 (S+50) is to help accelerate the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) during the Decade of Action including through a sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
· The S+50 international meeting is hosted by the Government of Sweden with support from the Government of Kenya. 
· Stockholm+50 calls for an inclusive approach that reflects the diversity of voices and perspectives from a wide range of stakeholder groups (local governments and communities, civil society, women, academia, youth, private sector, people with disabilities, others)
5) The S+50 will be preceded by extensive national consultations to provide platforms for sharing experiences and contributing ideas, innovations, and insights, to stimulate inclusive whole-of-society dialogue on the main themes of the meeting, as they relate to the national context, in order to build a shared vision and offer recommendations on priority actions
6) Outcomes of the national consultations will inform the S+50 international meeting through national reports and a global synthesis report capturing key findings, recommendations, data, media coverage, and links to national policy frameworks
2. [bookmark: _Toc103780320]Sudan’s communication strategy and outreach plans 
Communication and outreach activities will aim to raise awareness and mobilize interest in, and support to the cause and objectives of the S+50 meeting. Using various tools (see below) the communication activities will target a wide range of audiences at the federal state, and local levels. Outreach and visibility promotion activities will be initiated from the Pre-S+50 preparations, to continue during launching and facilitation of the national consultations, and through post-S+50 meetings to achieve the following specific objectives: 
1. Communicate the S+50 meeting goals, objectives and outcomes
2. Advance dissemination of information about the national consultations to ensure awareness and allow adequate preparation of stakeholder groups to effectively engage in the process
3. Stimulate interest and contribution to the national consultations process
4. Disseminate results and recommendations of the national consultations
5. Follow up feedbacks and promotion post S+50
6. Acknowledge the roles of UNDP, UNEP, and the governments of Sweden and Kenya in supporting the S+50 meeting and associated initiatives
[bookmark: _Toc103780321]2.1 Communication activities
a) Design and publish branding material (logo usage, banners, templates for media releases, social media, rollups, stationery, etc.) during the preparation stage to convey overall goals of the S+50 meeting. Those will communicate information and key messages under the three leadership dialogues (LDs):
· LD1: Urgent actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity for all
· LD2: Sustainable and inclusive recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic
· LD3: Accelerating implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development - the decade of action and delivery
b) Articulate and disseminate objectives and key messages of the national consultations. The Sudan country team (UNCT) plans to organize 3 thematic national dialogues, local consultations at 4 states, and a final national validation workshop covering the following national environmental priority challenges under the S+50 three LDs themes:
· Actions on the triple planetary crises (climate, nature, pollution) and their impacts on the people and ecosystems in Sudan under LD1, addressing:
· Threats to the functional integrity of ecosystems and biodiversity
· Pollution from use of mercury in artisanal gold mining and environmental risks of pollution from plastics 
· Drivers of desertification and land degradation through the national REDD+ strategy
· Effective containment of the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic and prevention of its re-emergence (LD2)
· Improving the resilience to climate change among highly vulnerable communities and access to low-emission energy for development (LD3)
· The gender dimension across all the above
c) Prepare and release post-consultation deliverables (final report messages and results) through social media posts (local media broadcast, online) 
d) Disseminate to regional and international partners through SparkBlue
· All communication and outreach activities will be implemented by the UNCT and coordinated by UNDP and UNEP. Communication activities will make use of existing dialogue institutions, forums and committees that are convened at the federal and state levels (NDCs, NBSAPs, SDG, other standing committees). The strategy will also consider co-convening or co-organizing a consultation with key national partners to promote national ownership and accountability.
[bookmark: _Toc103780322]2.2 Target audiences 
· All stakeholder groups directly and indirectly affected by themes taken up at the various national dialogues to be conducted (civil society organizations, local communities, research and academia, private sector/business associations, federal and state government agencies, youth and women organizations, people with disabilities, others)
· Mass media/journalists to serve as dissemination agents for wider outreach 
· The general public
2.3 [bookmark: _Toc103780323]Communication tools 
The following main tools will be applied at the different stages of the S+50 cycle of Consultations and meetings as described above: 
7. Arrangement of in-person consultations/meetings 
8. Development of multimedia content and arrange for media coverage
· National and social media to serve as a platform for engaging journalists and mass media for TV coverages of the consultations/meetings
9. Video content/photos captured in the location of the national consultations 
10. Video content/recordings capturing:
· During consultations highlights and key interventions
· interviews with participating key stakeholders
· Interviews with UNCT members
11. Stories about the challenges, risks, and successful initiatives
12. Blogs and press releases about the national in-person consultation 
13. Utilize the support of professional communications consultant services 
14. Corporate UNDP website and social media
15. Websites and social media of the Stockholm+50 partner organizations
16. UNDP's digital platform, SparkBlue, for hosting interactive online consultations, live streaming, and discussions alongside development partners and stakeholder groups 
Annex C: Concept notes and agenda of Stockholm+50 national consultation dialogues in Sudan
Annex C1 (First national dialogue): Launching Sudan’s National Stakeholder Consultations Leading to Stockholm+50

[bookmark: _Toc103780324]UNDER LEADERSHIP DIALOGUE 1: Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all

[bookmark: _Toc103780325]Date: April 26, 2022			
Venue: UNDP, Khartoum Office- Marawi conference room (Virtual participation optional) 


[bookmark: _Toc103780326]National theme 1.1: The use of mercury in artisanal gold mining: A major pollution threat to human and ecosystems’ health

[bookmark: _Toc103780327]State of mercury use and its pollution damages in Sudan

Mercury is a persistent pollutant that remains in the environment for long. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), exposure to mercury is dangerous to human health. Methyl mercury can easily reach the bloodstream, crossing through the normally protective blood-brain barrier to cause serious neurological and behavioural disorders, including cognitive and motor dysfunction, as well as kidney failure. Potential damages to foetuses’ brain development due to exposure to mercury of pregnant and childbearing age women is one of the highest public health concerns. Mercury also can bio-accumulate in food chain media (especially in fish and seafood) at levels harmful to human health and wildlife (WHO, 2017). 

[bookmark: _Toc103780328]State of mercury use

The Higher Council for Environment and Natural Resources (HCENR) recent assessment of sources and uses of mercury in Sudan found that gold extraction is contributing more than 80% of all mercury input to society in the country. Its share in mercury releases is highest to water (96.5%), followed by releases to the atmosphere (88.1%), and to land (66.9%) (HCENR/UNIDO, 2021). Practices currently followed in artisanal gold mining (AGM), which accounts for 86% of all mercury input in the mining sector, are major sources of such harms to the health of the country’s ecosystems and its population. The HCENR/UNIDO (2021) report estimated that traditional miners use mercury in 5,668 mills and 5,398 washing bonds to process gold soil in 44,296 mining wells (small mines dug by artisanal miners). The said mining activities are found in 55 localities in 14 out of the 18 states of Sudan (see Annex 1), employing about two million people, including a large number of vulnerable members of the population, such as women, children, and old persons (HCENR/UNIDO, 2021). In addition, 70 large-scale gold mining companies, spread over 12 states, are licensed to extract gold from the tailings of AGM ore (locally called Karta). The HCENR/UNIDO (2021) review reported that all mercury-containing waste is discharged as part of the general waste stream and only very few artisanal miners use retorts (distributed by the Ministry of Energy and Mining) to recycle mercury.

[bookmark: _Toc103780329]Mercury pollution damages

Results of very recent research efforts jointly conducted by the Sudanese Environment Conservation Society (SECS), the HCENR, and Al Neelain University (ANU) confirmed very high levels of mercury contamination in the River Nile State (SECS/HCENR/ANU, 2021). The following abridged extract from the SECS/HCENR/ANU (2021) report summarizes mercury pollution impacts in the case study area “Chemical analyses results showed high concentration of mercury in the soil around the mixer basins, and in drinking water, especially in villages where there were high piles of Karta (AGM tailings). The high concentration of mercury found in the water of gold processing mixers reaching ponds is a direct danger to the health of children, birds, pets and other wild animals, noting that these ponds are open sites and spread between homes and farms. Levels of mercury traces found greatly exceed the tolerance limits of the WHO. The results showed that 28% of the human urine samples and 7% of the blood samples contained high levels of mercury. It was noted that most of the positive samples were in the children’s segment. Samples of hair, animal milk, plants, and fruits were also found to contain mercury traces. Interviews with citizens indicated the presence of cases of poisoning and allergy among women and children. It was found that more than 75% of the piles of the Karta are located within 50 meters from inhabited houses.”. 
Given how widely spread are mercury contamination of AGM and the associated health risks to the millions of people exposed indicates the degree of seriousness of this problem at the national level. It is also important to note that the said impacts do not cover several other environmental damages caused by gold mining to natural ecosystems, particularly the agricultural land scape and protected areas.

[bookmark: _Toc103780330]Current efforts and challenges to protecting communities and ecosystems against the hazards of mercury pollution 

On the 24th of September, 2014, Sudan became a signatory to the Minamata Convention on Mercury (MCM), the global treaty to protect human health and the environment from the anthropogenic emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds. However, no progress was made towards ratification of the MCM until April 2021 when endorsement of the Council of Ministers of the Transitional Period government was obtained, which now awaits final approval by the legislature. Completion of the ratification process therefore remains a critical task to pursue.
Appropriate national legislative frameworks and policy measures will be needed for effective implementation of the MCM instruments. This will require comprehensive reviews of national and sectoral environmental regulations and policy measures of relevance to be consistent with the provisions of the MCM instruments. The HCENR/UNIDO (2021) review identified gaps in existing policy and regulatory measures that need to be addressed to adequately serve the objectives of the MCM. Key among those is the Regulations for the Organization of Mercury Importation, Use and Circulation (ROMIUC) of the Mineral Resources Development Act of 2015, which contain considerable provisions concerning importation of mercury, provision of information to the public, training and awareness raising. Successful implementation of the provisions of the MCM will require effective cooperation and coordination between ROMIUC and other arms of the government with competence and mandates of direct relevance. Most important among those are the HCENR, the Sudanese Standards and Metrology Organization (SSMO), the General Customs Administration (GCA), the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Water Resources, and the National Drugs and Poisons Board.

Pressures from civil society organizations and local community elements concerned with mining mercury contamination problems has recently been on the rise. Actions taken by some state level governments, such as the River Nile State, to deal with adversities of the use of mercury in mining, are positive responses to be out-scaled.
The fact that AGM play an important role in rural development and creation of income and employment opportunities calls for reorganizing Sudan’s informal mining activities into a formal small-scale industry or integration into large-scale mining units. Appropriate policy initiatives and assistance programs to promote environmental friendly alternatives to mercury are therefore necessary for the livelihoods of the millions currently dependent on AGM. The HCENR organised a national stakeholders’ workshop in 2021 on stemming pollution from the use of mercury and the potential for switching to safer alternatives for AGM in Sudan. The said workshop issued a statement of recommendations for urgent actions to address these challenges, cosigned by all key stakeholders (representatives of small-scale miners, SECS and other civil society organizations, private and state owned mining companies, e.g., the Sudanese Mineral Resources Company and Sudamin Company Ltd) (HCENR, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc103780331]National theme 1.2: Improved management of solid waste: Addressing environmental risks of pollution from plastics

[bookmark: _Toc103780332]Plastic pollution a global crisis
The overwhelming support to endorse a global treaty to significantly reduce single-use plastics by 2030 at the recent UN Environment Assembly in Kenya 2022 (UNEA5.2) confirms that plastic pollution is now considered a global environmental problem. Plastics are bad for several reasons, most important of all is the fact that almost all plastic is non-biodegradable and thus builds-up and remains in the environment for very long (more than 400 years to break down). The alarming exponential growth in their production and use[footnoteRef:1] encouraged by the conveniences they offer is the other serious concern, if one considers the estimated 8.3 billion tons of plastic that have been produced since 1950 and need to be removed. However, it is estimated that only 9% of all plastic is recycled, 12% is incinerated, and the rest remained polluting the environment or can be found in dumps and landfills (Ronald, 2017). [1:  Global plastic consumption increased from 2 kg per capita in 1974 to 43 kg per capita in 2018 (World Economic Forum, 2018).] 

It is also estimated that about 8 million tons of plastic waste ends up in the oceans causing serious harm to marine life, killing millions of animals every year (700 species of seabirds, fish, and other marine organisms, some endangered, are known to have been affected by plastics. Microplastics have been found in more than 100 aquatic species, many of them come to our food plates. Plastics also are responsible for the death of many land-based domestic and wild animals (Parker, 2019).
Many countries have introduced various measures to reduce the amount of  plastic that is being used including improved waste management systems and recycling, and reduction in manufacturing of unnecessary single-use plastics. These are effected through bans coupled with promotion of sustainable alternatives such as reusable substitutes to single-use plastic products, and economic policy measures (fiscal incentives and tax instruments). Other options needed to tackle the problem of plastic that is already in the environment include technological solutions like conversion to energy and construction materials, use of satellite technology for tracking ocean plastic debris, among others. Nevertheless, the plastic crisis remains a major challenge in countries where waste collection systems are inefficient and poor or non-existent recycling, such as Sudan.

[bookmark: _Toc103780333]State of and progress with managing plastic waste in Sudan

Information on plastic waste in Sudan is very limited. Few reports attempted to estimate the quantity of plastic waste, primarily as percentage share of solid waste generated in the capital city, Khartoum (Ahmed, 2016; EWASCO, 2016; HCEURP, 2016; Hassan, 2020). The said sources estimate that the city of Khartoum alone generates more than 130 thousand tons of plastic waste every year at an average rate of about 16.25 kg/person/year. No other studies are available on plastic waste in other parts of the country, especially in the city of Port Sudan where serious plastic pollution is observed along the Red Sea coastline. However, at a much higher plastic generation rate of 28 kg/person/year, the World Population Review (WPR, 2020) ranked Sudan number 40 out of 166 countries world-wide and number 5 in Africa (after Nigeria, Egypt, South Africa, and Algeria) in terms of total amount of plastic waste generated (1.3 billion tons/year). It is clear from the above that plastic waste generation in Sudan is high, but it is also obvious that better data is badly needed to enable proper assessment of current state and options for sustainable management of plastic waste in the country.
Studies on solid waste management (SWM) in Sudan revealed that most of the country lack basic waste management services. Even where there are some municipal waste management services, such as in the city of Khartoum and few other major urban centers, current waste management infrastructure and institutions are poorly equipped and operated. The existing network of SWM services also excludes large segments of the urban population, especially in crowded low-income suburbs and informal settlements (CEA, 2014; HCEURP, 2016; Hassan et al., 2020). These deficiencies result in very low waste collection and processing rates which seriously limit opportunities for reuse and recycling. 
Where waste collection services are available they are provided with no well-organized waste separation at the source, which is the first step enabling recycling in the SWM supply chain. There are no organised formal waste separation and recycling facilities in Sudan, except for a recycling facility built at Abu Wilaidat landfill in Umdorman, which is currently operating at far below its capacity processing only about 5 tons of shredded plastic per day (Hassan et al., 2020). Recent research revealed that high levels of collection and reuse of particularly plastic bottles and containers are taking place in Khartoum (Ahmed, 2016; Hassan et al., 2020). These activities are performed by informal waste pickers (Nakasha/Barkata), who perform their unorganised waste separation and recycling activities mainly at the source and at land-fills. 
Collected plastic waste is then delivered to middle traders (the first point of trade in this informal recycling value chain), then to shredders, who sell pieces of finely shredded plastics in a third stage to exporters and very little goes to plastic factories to re-enter the circular flow. Moreover, huge amounts of plastic shopping bags remain uncollected representing the biggest plastic pollution challenge to be addressed. A ban on the use of plastic bags have been attempted in some states in Sudan (Khartoum, Gedarif, Kassala, Gezira) by introducing legislations prohibiting use of plastic bags. These attempts failed due to several reasons, including lack of clear policy vision and strategy for phasing-out plastics and resistance from the plastic industry lobby.
A recent survey of waste recycling in the city of Khartoum found significant waste processing at premises within the industrial sector, specifically the plastic processing industries, which recycle 78% of their waste at premises. The most recent industrial census shows that there are more than 300 factories engaged in manufacturing plastic products in Khartoum alone (Hassan et al., 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc103780334]DIALOGUE 1 WORKSHOP PROGRAM
	Time
	Events

	09:00 - 09:20 am
	REGISTRATION

	09:20 - 10:00 am
Session 1: Launching S+50 National Consultations
	Chair (UNDP)
· Talking points UNDP RR -10 minutes
· Structure of the national consultations (UNDP) – 10 minutes
· Talking points (UNEP) – 10 minutes
· Official Launch (Ambassador of Sweden) – 10 minutes

	10:00 am - 12:30 
Session 2: Use of mercury in gold mining: A major pollution threat to human and ecosystems’ health
	Chair (Rashid Hassan)
· Mercury pollution challenges in Sudan (S. Salih) – 10 minutes
· Focused Introductory Remarks by Panelists (Azhari A/Bagi, Ali Ahmed, Sami Mustafa, companies) – 60 minutes
· Floor Discussions – 60 minutes
· Wrap up closing remarks (R Hassan) – 10 minutes

	12:30 - 13:00 
	BREAK

	13:00 - 15:30 pm
Session 3: Improved management of solid waste: Addressing environmental risks of pollution from plastics
	Chair (Rashid Hassan)
· Addressing environment risks of plastic pollution (RHassan) – 10
· Focused Introductory Remarks by Panelists (Gosai, A. A/Aziz, SECS, communities, plastic companies) – 60 minutes
· Floor Discussions – 60 minutes
· Wrap up closing remarks (R Hassan) – 10 minutes





Annex C2 (Second national dialogue):  Climate change resilient and low emissions development 

[bookmark: _Toc103780335]UNDER LEADERSHIP DIALOGUE 3: Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimensions of sustainable development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for the SDGs”.

[bookmark: _Toc103780336]Date: May 15, 2022	
Venue: UNDP, Khartoum Office- Marawi conference room (Virtual participation optional) 

[bookmark: _Toc103780337]National dialogue on theme 2.1: Climate Change Resilient Development in Sudan

[bookmark: _Toc103780338]Global efforts to address the impacts of and vulnerability to climate change

The IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (AR6)[footnoteRef:2] summary for policy makers (SPM) stated that “climate change has caused substantial damages, and increasingly irreversible losses, in terrestrial, freshwater and coastal and open ocean marine ecosystems. The extent and magnitude of climate change impacts are larger than estimated in previous assessment. Widespread deterioration of ecosystem structure and function, resilience and natural adaptive capacity, as well as shifts in seasonal timing have occurred due to climate change, with adverse socioeconomic consequences”.  [2:  https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/
] 


The AR6 (2022) report also established that climate change (CC), including increases in frequency and intensity of extremes have reduced food and water security, hindering efforts to meet SDGs, especially in mid and low latitude regions, while positive impacts occurred in some high latitude regions. Increasing weather and climate extreme events have exposed millions of people to acute food insecurity and reduced water security, with the largest impacts observed in many locations and/or communities in Africa, Asia, Central and South America, Small Islands and the Arctic.
Given the urgency of adaptation actions, the Paris Agreement established the global goal on adaptation for enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience, and reducing vulnerability to CC in the context of the temperature goal of limiting global warming to 1.5°C or 2°C. The Glasgow – Sharm el-Sheikh work programme on the global goal on adaptation, established and launched at COP26, represents a turning point in the world’s journey to both make and measure progress towards this global goal. Among other things, this work programme will help enhance understanding of the global goal on adaptation and how to progress towards it. This, in turn, will help equip communities and countries with the knowledge and tools to ensure that the adaptation actions they take are indeed moving the world towards a more climate-resilient future as well as better inform the provision of support for adaptation.
[bookmark: _Toc103780339]Sudan’s vulnerability to climate change
Sudan is one of the most vulnerable countries to CC and therefore accords high priority to the international cooperation and collective efforts to fight climate change and avoid its devastating consequences on its economy, development prospects and livelihoods. CC poses significant threats to food security and sustainable development in Sudan, as more than 70% of the population is dependent on sectors and systems that are highly vulnerable to CC. National vulnerability assessments have identified water, agriculture, coastal zones and public health as the most vulnerable to CC, and hence are considered priority sectors for building resilience to climatic risks. According to Sudan’s Third National Communication (TNC), which is under government approval, trends of lower levels and higher variability in rainfall, steadily increasing temperatures, and more frequent extreme events, such as flooding and drought are evident across all of Sudan’s 18 states. The major physical impacts of these trends are briefly outlined in the bullets below.
· Reduction in ecosystem integrity and resilience, and a decline in biodiversity. There has been degradation of rangelands because of Sahel’s drought with permanent losses of pasture species, both woody and herbaceous. Moreover, almost all states report that the species composition of natural vegetation has changed; some tree and grass species have become either extinct or seriously endangered; and there has been a sharp decrease in the extent of gum-yielding trees (Acacia Senegal and Acacia seyal). 
· [bookmark: _Toc368300550]In Sudan, the link between climate and livelihoods is very strong, as rain-fed crop production accounts for nearly 90% of the cultivated area and about two thirds of the population depend on rain-fed agriculture. The dependence on rainfall in the context of increasing erratic rainfall patterns is an inherent source of vulnerability of the country’s economy, livelihoods, and food security. While the country enjoys an abundance of arable lands and favorable soil characteristics which have allowed the country to grow a wide variety of perennial crops in different regions, agricultural productivity has declined precipitously. Some high yielding crop varieties (i.e., sorghum, millet), in successful cultivation since the 1960s, are no longer viable under conditions of reduced rainfall in many parts, and have been replaced with other local species. Horticultural regions experienced reduction in fruit production due to increased flowers’ abortion as a result of warmer temperatures, and shorter rainy seasons have increased risks of total crop failure. Warmer climates induced higher pests and diseases risks, and a decline in forest cover and disappearance of some tree species (e.g. Tamarind, Ebony). Modeling studies confirm this trend will continue for major crops (i.e., sorghum, millet, wheat, sesame, faba bean) as well as a reduction in gum Arabic belt in Kordofan over the 2030-2060 period. The said trends have negatively affected farmers’ income, placing higher burdens on women as men abandoned agriculture in search for better paying employment opportunities in urban centres,.
· Major trends in progressive deterioration of livestock viability due to increasing temperature trends were observed across all states. Heat stress decreases forage intake, milk production, efficiency of feed conversion and performance, and reduces reproductive efficiency, with increases in extreme temperature trends by 1 to 5 degrees Celsius leading to increased mortality risk in grazing animals[footnoteRef:3]. Data on the number of cases brought to veterinary hospitals in East Darfur State during 2012-2017, indicated an upward trend in livestock disease incidence. [3:  As a coping strategy, many sheep and cattle farmers in Kordofan, Darfur and Gedarif states have adopted night grazing during the dry season to avoid high heat loads on their animals during the day.] 

· Half of Sudan’s population lives on about 15% of the land, mostly near the Nile. Hence, water resources are extremely important to Sudan’s continued economic development and social cohesion. According to Sudan’s Second Communication (2013), there are two major CC-related hazards facing water supply and demand in Sudan. These include changes in future temperatures that may adversely affect evapotranspiration rates at water storage locations, as well as changes in rainfall patterns that may adversely affect surface water quantities flowing in the Blue Nile and White Nile as well as lead to drought in areas that practice rain-fed agriculture. Under many climatic scenarios, water flow in the Nile River will decrease considerably, between 20% and 30%. This circumstance, combined with the increased water demand, suggests that risks of increasing water stress in Sudan over the next 40 years will need to be integrated into water planning and policymaking. Water storage will decrease considerably in Sudan, by about 40% starting around the year 2030. Efforts to increase water storage capacity are likely to face serious challenges due to greater temperatures and associated higher evapotranspiration rates. Hydropower generation will decrease considerably in Sudan. This will adversely impact national electrification efforts that seek to use a once-available non-GHG emitting resource. Sudan’s National Adaptation Plan (NAP) of 2016 identified actions (e.g., water harvesting, efficient irrigation technology and improved water management practices) to protect water resources and reduce vulnerability to CC in all 18 states of Sudan.
· Health risks are increasing in Sudan due to CC, particularly in relation to water and vector borne diseases.  Flash floods have led to contamination of water supplies and increased cases of diarrhea and cholera. Vector breeding zones have expanded in terms of coverage and intensity due to changes in precipitation and exposure-time linked to changes in seasonal patterns. In combination with water collecting in debris left after flood events, vector borne diseases such as malaria, dengue and chikungunya have increased. With communities increasingly exposed to risks, Sudan is considered a high burden and high-risk country for vector borne disease, particularly malaria. Despite the NAP’s recommendation that climate risks and related health impacts need to be integrated into health planning and budgeting to inform the necessary adaptation measures current health policies and strategies do not fully consider potential CC impacts.
· Sudan’s coastal zones are vulnerable areas given the increased certainty of sea level rise. The increasing concentration of infrastructure, industrial activity, and population render these areas vulnerable to impacts such as inundation, erosion, and flooding, and changes in sea surface temperature and salinity. Moreover, the intricate terrestrial and marine ecologies of coastal zones render these areas vulnerable to changes in seawater salinity levels and temperatures. Corals are vulnerable to thermal stress and have low adaptive capacity. If sea-surface temperature increases 1 to 3°C, Sudan can expect to have more frequent coral bleaching events and widespread mortality especially because of coral systems’ low adaptive capacity. Sudan’s mangroves have a high ecological value for the Red Sea and grow along major segments of the shore-line, on near-shore islets and fringing tidal inlets or creeks. Mangroves play a vital role in the life-cycle of many valuable seafood  species and provide a safe nesting, feeding and roosting site for many types of birds in Sudan. Sudan’s mangroves have shown signs of decline in recent years (Bashir, 1998).Their vulnerability to external factors will likely increase with CC-induced sea level rise. This due to the fact that root systems will be unable to take in oxygen and new trees will be unable to take root as seeds float in higher water (Gilman, et al, 2008). Additionally, any increase in extreme storms may induce erosion damage to the system. (Sudan’s Second Communication report, 2013)

[bookmark: _Toc103780340]National Adaptation Planning and implementation: 

The planning and implementation of systematic adaptation action began in 2007 with the completion of the NAPA, which identified and characterized the urgent and immediate priority adaptation needs to confront then-current impacts of climate change. This plan was followed by the completion of the NAP in 2016, a comprehensive, country-wide adaptation planning and implementation process whose objective was to assess future vulnerability and identify medium and long terms adaptation measures in the priority sectors (i.e., agriculture, water, health and coastal zones) and vulnerable hotspots and outline a set of adaptation strategies, including policies, technologies, systematic observation programs, climate proofing needs, and required investment. 

Sudan’s NAP (2016)[footnoteRef:4] is a policy framework for the government to ensure that adaptation and climate risk management are integrated into the wider Sudanese sustainable development planning process. As a result of the NAP process, adaptation to CC has begun to be rooted in the overall Sudanese development context. The NAP emphasizes the critical role of state-level governments as key stakeholder in the adaptation process. More frequent droughts have increased food insecurity in different ways among rural communities, this can only be effectively addressed through the kinds of state-specific adaptation interventions that are developed relative to specific state circumstances. Hence, the NAP calls for the development of state-level enabling environments that account for regional and state-level differences. Building local technical capacity is a core recommendation that will help support adaptation decision-making at state and community levels, while promoting federal-state institutional coordination arrangements.   [4:  https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/Documents%20NAP/National%20Reports/Sudan%20NAP.pdf
] 


Sudan is currently implementing some key urgent and immediate adaptation initiatives identified in the NAPA and NAP covering the most vulnerable states, based on resources from the Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF), participating states, and the national government. Recently, Sudan has received financial support from the Green Climate Fund (GCF) for a project to enhance adaptive capacity of local communities and restore carbon sink potential of the Gum Arabic belt (10 million USD) and another project that implements resilience-building measures in rainfed crop and livestock systems in nine states (25.6 million USD). Important as they are, these projects are only a start in reducing the gap between the magnitude of climate change impacts and the need for effective adaptive responses. HCENR as leading institution is currently working on developing a strategy for NDC implementation that is focused on strengthening institutional cooperative and data sharing arrangements as well as building technical capacities on project planning and implementation. Sudan is also in the process of revising its GCF country program in a way that reflects its updated NDC and developing a much-needed national fund-raising to support the financing of the 12 priority projects included in the NDC to build resilience in water resource management, agricultural production, public health supply chains and coastal zone ecosystem and infrastructure. 
[bookmark: _Toc103780341]National dialogue on theme 2.2: Low Emissions Development for Sudan

[bookmark: _Toc103780342]Global efforts on mitigation of climate change

According to the IPCC WGI AR6 (2021)[footnoteRef:5], “from a physical science perspective, limiting human-induced global warming to a specific level requires limiting cumulative CO2 emissions, reaching at least net zero CO2 emissions, along with strong reductions in other greenhouse gas emissions. Strong, rapid and sustained reductions in CH4 emissions would also limit the warming effect resulting from declining aerosol pollution and would improve air quality”. IPCC WGIII AR6 (2022) report on climate mitigation[footnoteRef:6], stated that “human-induced climate change is a consequence of more than a century of net GHG emissions from unsustainable energy use, land-use and land use change, lifestyle and patterns of consumption and production. Without urgent, effective and equitable mitigation actions, climate change increasingly threatens the health and livelihoods of people around the globe, ecosystem health and biodiversity”.  [5:  https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/]  [6:  https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/] 

IPCC Climate Change (2020), also stated that “there are both synergies and trade-offs between climate action and the pursuit of other SDGs. Accelerated and equitable climate action in mitigating, and adapting to, climate change impacts is critical to sustainable development. There are potential synergies between sustainable development and energy efficiency and renewable energy, urban planning with more green spaces, reduced air pollution, and demand side mitigation including shifts to balanced, sustainable healthy diets. Electrification combined with low GHG energy, and shifts to public transport can enhance health, employment, and can elicit energy security and deliver equity. Land-based options such as reforestation and forest conservation, avoided deforestation and restoration and conservation of natural ecosystems and biodiversity, improved sustainable forest management, agroforestry, soil carbon management and options that reduce CH4 and N2O emissions in agriculture from livestock and soil, can have multiple synergies with the SDGs”. 
Article 2 of the Paris Agreement (PA)[footnoteRef:7] aims towards enhancing the implementation of the Convention, through  strengthening the global response to the threat of climate change (CC), in the context of sustainable development and efforts to eradicate poverty, including by:  [7:  https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf] 

(a)  Holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels, recognizing that this would significantly reduce the risks and impacts of CC; 
(b)  Increasing the ability to adapt to the adverse impacts of CC and foster climate resilience and low greenhouse gas emissions development, in a manner that does not threaten food production; 
(c)  Making finance flows consistent with a pathway towards low greenhouse gas emissions and climate-resilient development. 
According to Article 4 of the PA, in order to achieve the long-term temperature goal set out in Article 2, Parties aim to reach global peaking of greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible, recognizing that peaking will take longer for developing country Parties, and to undertake rapid reductions thereafter in accordance with best available science, so as to achieve a balance between anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of greenhouse gases in the second half of this century, on the basis of equity, and in the context of sustainable development and efforts to eradicate poverty. Each Party shall prepare, communicate and maintain successive nationally determined contributions (NDCs) that it intends to achieve. Each Party’s successive NDC will represent progression beyond the Party’s then current NDC and reflect its highest possible ambition, reflecting its common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities, in the light of different national circumstances. Paragraph 20 of the Glasgow climate pact[footnoteRef:8] calls upon Parties to accelerate the development, deployment and dissemination of technologies, and the adoption of policies, to transition towards low-emission energy systems, including by rapidly scaling up the deployment of clean power generation and energy efficiency measures [8:  https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-glasgow-climate-pact-key-outcomes-from-cop26] 



[bookmark: _Toc103780343]Sudan’s GHGs mitigation

The Sudan’s updated first NDC[footnoteRef:9] reflects several developments in national priorities and circumstances. First, the awareness of climate change among policymakers has shifted from a topic mostly associated with future risk to a present-day threats involving enormous social and economic stakes. This was never more evident than by the record flooding experienced in consecutive years, 2020 and 2021 that affected seventeen of Sudan’s eighteen states.  Second, there are improvements in the information available on the costs of policies and measures to mitigate future growth of GHGs in priority sectors as well as the costs of adaptation in key vulnerable sectors and systems. Third, Sudan is intent on taking advantage of green growth opportunities that decouple economic growth from GHG emissions. This will tap Sudan’s rich renewable resource endowment that is so essential for low carbon and climate-resilient development while at the same time promote investment and the creation of new jobs. Since the submission of its INDC in 2015, Sudan has made progress in implementing its response to CC within the context of addressing the country’s pressing development challenges. On the GHG mitigation front, energy, forestry, and waste continue to be key areas for achieving future GHG reductions and sustainable development objectives. Key circumstances are briefly summarized in the bullets below: [9:  Currently under Government approval process] 

· Energy: A Solar Transformation Program (STP) was launched in 2020 to take advantage of opportunities around decentralized renewable energy solutions to provide cost-effective, rapidly deployable, and reliable alternatives for expanding electricity access to rural communities in Sudan. Based on Government resolution 58/2017, all solar powered irrigation equipment is exempted from customs and other fees. Moreover, the Ministry of Finance has extended the tax and duty exemptions to all components of solar pumping systems for drinking water.
· [bookmark: _Hlk84602660]Forestry: The forestry sector accounts for about 12% of GDP, provides 15% of the jobs in rural areas, support rural economy with a variety of non-wood forest products (Sudan is largest producer of Gum Arabic), comprises 30% of the feed source for livestock, and contributes more than 60% to primary energy supply. Nevertheless, there has been sustained deforestation over the last two decades at the rate of about 1.75 thousand km2/year, caused mainly by agricultural expansion, overgrazing and unsustainable wood extraction for energy purposes. In response, Sudan submitted its first sub-national Forest Reference Level (FRL)[footnoteRef:10] to the UNFCCC in 2020 as part of its national REDD+ Strategy implementation process. In that FREL, forests accounted for net emissions of about 0.94 million tons of CO2eq, 1.22 million from deforestation and removals of 0.29 million from enhancement of forest carbon stocks. [10:  https://redd.unfccc.int/files/sudans_modified_frl_submission_webposting.pdf
] 

· Waste:  Little progress can be reported regarding waste management in Sudan. It remains among the most pressing environmental problems facing the country, given the increasing quantity of municipal solid waste (MSW) and its effects on public health and the economy. In 2017, 11.8 million tons of MSW was generated with only 13% disposed of at managed waste disposal sites. Most of the rest (44%) is directed to unmanaged waste disposal sites and a considerable amount (15%) is openly burned which causes local air pollution and public health impacts. While some recycling occurs, it is ad hoc and not subject to regulation. Wastewater management is similarly problematic with most of the approximately 50.6 thousand m3/day generated mainly by industrial activities either dumped in shallow, unmanaged landfills or disposed in nearby areas. 

[bookmark: _Toc103780344]Low emission development planning

The government has projected that demand for electricity will more than double to around 8,500 MWe by 2031. As a result, Sudan wants to increase its installed electricity capacity to support socio-economic development related to the expected added demand, particularly in the industrial, agricultural and mining sectors. The Renewable Energy Master Plan published in 2019 by the Ministry of Water Resources, Irrigation and Electricity, recommends the development of a solar PV projects pipeline until 2030 of up to 2,000 MW with around 50% expected to be implemented in the Khartoum region and the remaining in the rest of the country to reinforce local grids. In Khartoum, a utility scale grid connected solar project with a total capacity of 1,600 MW is at planning stage. Solar home-systems have also been installed in rural areas with a total capacity of 140 MW[footnoteRef:11]. The Ministry of Energy considers expansion in use of renewable energy basically solar and wind, both off and on grid as key factor for achieving required electrification rate in Sudan (currently around 35%)   [11:  Paragraph from Identification and Costs Estimation of Priority Mitigation Measures Report.] 

The updated First NDC reflects the intention of Sudan to pursue low emission development interventions in three sectors - energy, forestry and waste. The measures chosen to achieve GHG emission reductions are consistent with Sudan’s national development priorities, objectives and circumstances. Sudan considers the updated emission reduction targets to reflect the highest possible ambition in the light of national circumstances and as a fair contribution to the long-term global mitigation goal. The updated targets have been established based on the assumption that support will be provided to Sudan as set out in the Paris Agreement’s Articles 9, 10, 11 and 13 for achieving the targets.
Sudan also started the process of preparing a  Long-Term Low Emission Development Strategy (LT-LEDS) with the following objectives:
· To meet its CC obligations in particular Article 4.19 of the Paris Agreement (PA) which requires “All Parties should strive to formulate and communicate long-term low greenhouse gas emission development strategies, mindful of Article 2 taking into account their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities, in the light of different national circumstances”
· To contribute to the national development of the related sectors (energy, land use and waste), as the LT-LEDS will complement the development planning in these sectors towards achieving sustainable development objectives
· To facilitate access to international climate finance and clean technologies and know-how to support transition to low emission development trajectory
[bookmark: _Toc103780345]DIALOGUE 2 WORKSHOP PROGRAM

	Day 1

	Sessions

	8.30 - 9.00

	Registration

	9.00 – 9.30
	Opening session: Introductory presentation (UNDP)


	9.30 – 11.30
	Sessions 1: Climate change resilient development 
Context setting presentation: Dr. Sumaya Ahmed Zakieldeen 
Panel: 
· Prof Imad Babikir (Agriculture and climate change research expert)
· Dr. Ahmed Hassan water resources expert (Sectoral perspective)
· Prof. Faisal Elhag (represents current adaptation projects)
· Prof. Rashid Hassan (climate finance)
· Mr. Adil Mohamed Ali Representative of SECS, 


	11.30 – 12.00
	Break


	
12.00 – 14.00
	
Session 2: Transition to Low emission development
Context setting presentation: Mr. Nouralla Ahmed (UNDP)
Panel: 
· Engineer. Yassir Abdalla (Renewable Energy expert)
· Representative of the private sector:
· Mr. Mohamed Yousif (Nubland)
· Mr. Mohamed Hassan Elshikh (Nubian Stone
· Ms Nisreen Elsaim, Chair, the UNSG Youth Advisory Group on Climate Change 
· Dr. Qousay Awad  Ahmed (Energy research and development)

	14.00
	Lunch 





Annex C3 (Third national dialogue): Combating deforestation and conserving biodiversity
[bookmark: _Toc103780346]UNDER LEADERSHIP DIALOGUE 1: Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all.

[bookmark: _Toc103780347]Date: May 17, 2022	
Venue: UNDP, Khartoum Office- Marawi conference room (Virtual participation optional) 

[bookmark: _Toc103780348]National dialogue on theme 3.1: REDD+ Strategy addressing drivers of deforestation and land degradation

Desertification and land degradation present global threats to fertile lands and the benefits they provide to human society, impacting the wellbeing of around 3.2 billion people, leading to food insecurity and poverty (IPBES, 2018). Annual global economic losses due to deforestation and land degradation were estimated at 1.5 - 3.4 trillion Euros in 2008 (ELD Initiative, 2014). The consequences of land degradation are high, with widespread loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services, most important among which is carbon sequestration.

Reduction of emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+): A global mechanism


The REDD+ framework has been adopted by the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties at its 19th session (COP 19) in Warsaw, December 2013 to guide activities in the forest sector that reduces emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, as well as the sustainable management of forests and the conservation and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries. Emissions estimated from agriculture and forest sectors is about one third of the total global GHGs emissions. This is an indicator of the climate mitigation potential of reduced deforestation. The IPCC SRCCL (2019) stated that reducing deforestation and forest degradation lowers GHG emissions, with an estimated technical mitigation potential of 0.4–5.8 GtCO2 yr-1, and sustainable forest management can enhance forest carbon stocks and maintain forest carbon sinks. REDD+ is also recognized in Article 5 of the Paris Agreement, where Parties re-iterated the encouragement to implement REDD+ activities, and that these should be an integral element of the Paris Agreement. 

Drivers of Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Sudan

Forests play a significant role in the integrated land use systems in Sudan in the sense of socio-economic development and environmental protection, and in supporting rural livelihoods and meeting the various needs for wood and non-wood forest products (NWFPs). Seventy percent of the total population (33.4 million) (rural and nomadic) considered as forest-dependent for their livelihoods, wood energy and round timber. The 1994 energy consumption study estimated the per capita consumption of fuel wood at 0.7 m3/yr which, when converted into Ton/Oil Equivalent (TOE), could be valued at nearly 2.0 Billion US dollars. NWFPs are diverse and have substantial contribution to the rural livelihood, household income and to the national economy in terms of exports.

The contribution of forests to the national economy is grossly underestimated. The Bank of Sudan and Ministry of Finance tend to consider only the estimated 3% of the country’s GDP, representing direct revenue realized by the Forest National Corporation (FNC) and export proceeds from forest products. This does not take into account other important contributions such as:

· The value of total consumption of the country wood at 0.7 m² per capita per annum (FAO 1995) derived from the country’s forests, directly collected by people for no payment or traded in the informal market, 
· The total consumption of fodder and animal feed for national herd of 130 million head derived from natural pastures and woodlands,
· The monetary value of the environmental services of forest ecosystems, particularly its carbon sink, protection of watersheds and water courses, agricultural land, wildlife and diverse other animal and plant species and human habitats functions.
· The direct revenue from institutional, community or private forests gained by the owners of these forests. 
According to the DoDD[footnoteRef:12] (2018) report, past deforestation has led to forest cover reduction in Sudan from 34% in 1900 to 19% of the total in 2010. The secession of Sudan in 2011 into two states of Sudan and South Sudan, led to a further reduction in the forest cover to about 10%, rendering Sudan a low-forest-cover country with an annual deforestation rate of between 2.2 – 2.4%. The DDoD (2018) report concluded that the key drivers of deforestation and forest degradation in the country are agriculture expansion, overgrazing, and unsustainable wood extraction. [12:  Drivers of Deforestation and Forest Degradation] 

Agriculture expansion is the main driver of deforestation and a key source of conflict over resources in Sudan. Both planned and unplanned agriculture expansion over the recent decades has led to conversion of vast areas of forests and rangelands into cropland. In the last decade agriculture has expanded over traditional grazing lands and on wildlife protected areas (e.g., Dinder National Park). Main reasons for agricultural expansion include the growing population, ineffective government policies and practices, and declining productivity. Forest degradation is also a significant cause of carbon stock change and associated emissions in Sudan. Key driver of forest degradation in Sudan are overgrazing by the large population of animal (over 106millions)[footnoteRef:13] and unsustainable wood extraction mainly for energy purposes.  [13: Source: Ministry of Animal Resources, Fisheries and Rangelands (MARF, 2017)] 


Sudan’s National REDD+ Strategy

Sudan, motivated by its national development objectives and global climate change obligations, has been actively involved in the global REDD+ process. In 2013, Sudan prepared its Readiness Preparation Proposal (R-PP) which was coordinated by the FNC. With the approval of Sudan’s R-PP in 2014, Sudan became a participant to the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) and therefore eligible to receive readiness support to implement its R-PP. Implementation of REDD+ readiness program started in 2015 and succeeded to achieve remarkable progress by completing all REDD+ readiness requirements. Those included a national REDD+ strategy (NRS) with strategic options and policies and measures (PAMs), and national forest monitoring system (MRV), a framework for promotion and protection of safeguards during REDD+ implementation, Environmental and Social Management Framework, Benefit Sharing Mechanism, and Grievance Redress Mechanism. The national REDD+ management arrangements are also well established and integrated in the FNC, with adequate technical and managerial capacities. 

Sudan’s NRS aims towards contributing effectively to national development objectives, and achieving a green prosperous country by 2030. This is to be achieved through maximizing carbon and non-carbon benefits and improving sustainable natural resources management. The NRS defines the general direction that Sudan will take to achieve the vision of the REDD+ program and transition the forest sector into a net sink development pathway. The NRS outlines five broad strategic options (see Table C3.1) to be implemented through a set of PAMs and actions that collectively address the key direct but also the indirect drivers of deforestation and forest degradation.

[bookmark: _Toc67571771]Table C3.1: The Strategic Options and PAMs of the NRS
	[bookmark: _Hlk51782020]
	STRATEGY OPTION

	STRATEGY OPTION 1: INTEGRATED FOREST LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT

	PAM 1
	Strengthen sectoral policies, financing, and institutional capacity 

	PAM 2
	Strategic landscape management, restoration and emission reductions 

	PAM 3
	Support for forestry research and development  

	STRATEGY OPTION 2: CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE AND RANGELAND MANAGEMENT

	PAM 4
	Improving the adaptive and climate mitigation capacity of the agriculture sector  

	PAM 5
	Promoting sustainable livestock and rangeland management 

	STRATEGY OPTION 3: INTEGRATED LAND USE PLANNING  

	PAM 6
	Harmonizing land use planning, investment policies, and legislation

	PAM 7
	Sustainable land management stewardship through land tenure security 

	STRATEGY OPTION 4: SUSTAINABLE ENERGY SUPPLY AND USE

	PAM 8
	[bookmark: _Hlk51781758]Increasing access to efficient and sustainable household energy

	PAM 9
	[bookmark: _Hlk51781945]Promoting a sustainable biomass-based energy value chain 

	STRATEGY OPTION 5: PROMOTING PARTICIPATION IN CLIMATE CHANGE RESPONSES 

	PAM 10
	Advance the participation of youth and women



Based on the NRS, Sudan started preparing its Emission Reduction Program (ERP), demonstrating its commitment to moving softly to REDD+ implementation phase and contributing to the global climate change mitigation efforts. REDD+ also has been included as one of the high priority Programs in Sudan’s Updated Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) to Paris Agreement. 

National dialogue on theme 3.2: Loss of soils biodiversity threatens agricultural productivity and the health of food supply systems in Sudan

The importunate of soil biodiversity

The health of soils is dependent on the mix of living organisms they contain, including bacteria, fungi, protozoa, insects, worms, other invertebrates, and vertebrates that drive the carbon, nitrogen and water cycles upon which life on Earth depends. The productivity of land is therefore determined, to a large  extent, by its soil biodiversity. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) states that land degradation is currently undermining the wellbeing of at least 3.2 billion people and represents an economic loss of 10% of annual global gross product. Soil biodiversity has been estimated to contribute between US$1.5 and 13 trillion annually to the value of the services of global ecosystems (IPBES, 2020).
Soil organisms regulate nutrient availability and uptake of nutrients by plants, maintain soil structure, and regulate hydrological processes. The loss of healthy soils reduces agricultural yields and could result in a food production shortfall of 25% by 2050. It is estimated that increasing soil biodiversity could contribute up to 2.3 billion tons of additional crop production per year, valued at US$1.4 trillion.

Soil stores two thirds of the fresh water on the planet, and this function is determined by the level of organic matter in the soil. This water from soils supports 90% of the world’s agricultural production. The loss of soil biodiversity reduces the infiltration capacity of the soil as well as its capacity to store water, lowering food production and worsening the impact of drought. By 2025 an estimated 1.8 billion people will be living under water stressed conditions. One estimate suggests that the loss of 1 gram of soil organic matter decreases available soil moisture by 1 to 10 grams.

There is also wide recognition that healthy ecosystems present opportunities for climate change mitigation and adaptation. Soil biodiversity represents one of the largest carbon stocks on Earth and plays a major role in mitigating climate change. It is estimated that there is more carbon stored in soils than the total carbon in both the atmosphere and above-ground vegetation. When soil is eroded, the carbon in soils is lost in the form of greenhouse gasses (GHGs), contributing to climate change. Increasing soil biodiversity could provide at least half of emissions reductions needed to limit the global average temperature increase to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels as set by the Paris Agreement. They are also essential to build resilience by protecting against climate-related risk as climate change will create additional stresses on land and coastal areas.
Target 15.3 of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development aims to halt the world’s net land degradation. Healthy soils are both a natural resource and a public good underpinning sustainable development. The extent of current trends in biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation requires urgent action and a shift in our understanding of our dependencies and risks associated with the decline in the flow of nature’s benefits to people and economies.

It is key that we ensure that Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities (IPLCs) are actively involved in the design and implementation of land use decisions, and that their free, prior, informed consent (FPIC) rights are fully respected. This is essential to achieving global climate, biodiversity and sustainable development goals. Since at least 36% of key biodiversity areas fall within IPLC lands, IPLCs are fundamental stakeholders for biodiversity protection and restoration. It is critical to recognize their roles and their rights – including their intellectual property rights – and responsibilities in relation to biodiversity and ensure that where appropriate they can benefit from its sustainable use.

DIALOGUE 3 WORKSHOP PROGRAM

	Session 1:  REDD+ Addressing drivers of deforestation and forest degradation

	8.30 - 9.00
	Registration and opening by UNDP

	9.00 – 11.00
	· Context setting
· Dr. Sayda Khalil (REDD+ coordinator) – Context setting
· Panelists
· Prof Talaat Dafalla (REDD+ and safeguards specialist), 
· Mr. Burae Balla (REDD+ technical Adviser)
· Prof Abdalla Merghani (NFI/NFMS/MRV)
· Mr. Elwathig Mukhtar, FAO (development partner)
· Q&A and comments from the floor
· Closing remarks (UNDP)

	11.00 – 11.30
	Break


	Session 2: Halting soils biodiversity loss and restoring their ecosystem services

	11.30 – 12:00
	Registration and opening by UNDP

	12:00 – 14:00
	· Context setting
· Dr El Khitma Elawad (Biodiversity expert)
· Panelists
· DR Mohamed Ahmed Adlan (Soil expert)
· Prof Yeha Adam (Soil management expert)
· Dr. Ali Abdelaziz (Policy advisor)
· Prof Ayisha Elfaki
· Q&A and comments from the floor
· Closing remarks (UNDP)

	14:00-14:30
	Lunch


 




2) Annex C4 (Fourth national dialogue): Sustainable and inclusive recovery from the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic”
Focused on all aspects related to the damages and threats of the Covid-19 pandemic, specifically:
1) Mitigating impacts on and increasing resilience of vulnerable groups
2) Effective prevention of re-emergence and containment of its spread
3) Safe management of Covid-19 related waste for sustainable and inclusive recovery from the pandemic

The global context

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected the health and livelihoods of people globally. Coronavirus does not discriminate between countries, ethnicities, or wealth, but it does not treat us equally. There is in fact an observable divergence between high- and low-income countries in terms of impacts and recovery from the crisis. Particularly affected among them are informal workers without access to contractual or social protection. Informal workers are concentrated in low-income countries, most notably in rural areas, and they remain the most vulnerable.

Two years after Covid-19 first swept around the globe, countries and communities are still recovering from the effects of the pandemic and the national measures taken in response. Over one hundred million jobs have been lost1 or displaced in the formal and informal sectors; trillions of dollars have been spent2 to keep businesses, families, and economies afloat. The COVID-19 pandemic has had devastating impacts on the world’s food security and nutrition – over 800 million people in the world faced hunger in 2020, over 160 million more than in 2019.[footnoteRef:14] Families and communities living in poverty and in vulnerable situations now face even more dire survival challenges. The pandemic has taken a disproportionate toll on women and girls and reflects the fragility of progress on gender equality.[footnoteRef:15] Many developing countries and households are facing growing levels of unmanageable debt. Our world today continues to be more divided, unequal, and unsustainable. [14:  FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP and WHO (2021). The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021. Transforming food systems for food security, improved nutrition and affordable healthy diets for all. Rome, FAO 
 ]  [15:  UN Women (2021), UN Women’s Feminist Plan for Sustainability and Social Justice. Research and Data Section, UN Women. Retrieved March 13. 2022 from 
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/Library/Publications/2021/Feminist-planhttps://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/Library/Publications/2021/Feminist-plan-for-sustainability-and-social-justice-en.pdffor-sustainability-and-social-justice-en.pdf  ] 


Unfortunately, much of the unprecedented fiscal and monetary infusion has only reinforced business-as usual.[footnoteRef:16] Population growth, urbanization, conflict, climate change, environmental degradation and the increasingly unsustainable patterns of resource extraction, production and consumption are testing the Earth’s resilience. The rapidly deteriorating environment threatens not only our social and economic wellbeing, but also the achievement of the SDGs and the protection of basic human rights.  [16:  UNEP (2021) Are We Building Back Better? Evidence from 2020 and Pathways for Inclusive Green Recovery. UNEP. Retrieved February 27, 2022, from https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/are-we-building-back-better-evidence-2020-andhttps://www.unep.org/resources/publication/are-we-building-back-better-evidence-2020-and-pathways-inclusive-greenpathways-inclusive-green  ] 

Pro-poor, gender-responsive, inclusive, rights-based approaches are key to ensuring progress towards environmental sustainability and sustainable development that benefits people and the planet. 
The national context 

[bookmark: _Hlk101129840]Sudan, like the rest of the world, has been going through the extraordinary social, economic and environmental impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Sudanese authorities attempted to act quickly in the face of the spreading virus. To cope with this the government established a High-level National Emergency Committee in March 2020 to manage the processes related to the COVID-19 pandemic. As a precautionary strategy the committee announced  closure of schools, airports, ports, and land crossings; barred travel between states; and banned mass gatherings. Following in mid-March 2020 Khartoum state was partially locked down. Restrictions on movement  made the economic situation worse, with commodity prices soaring across the country. The rapid spread of COVID-19 in Sudan and the government’s containment measures  negatively affected household welfare including loss of employment and income, decreased access to basic commodities and services, and food security. The COVID-19 pandemic has worsened living conditions, particularly among the poor and vulnerable Sudanese.  
The COVID-19 pandemic attacked the country at a critical time of the revolution and the democratic transition. Despite the emerging challenges, the Government of Sudan in collaboration with other partners responded through various support programs targeting the highly vulnerable people. The support provided in the form of social protection measures such as in-kind support and cash transfer, widening of health insurance coverage, delivery of goods and emergency care services, beside awareness campaigns to introduce precautionary measures in the country.
A wide range of ongoing, upcoming, or recently concluded processes are of direct relevance to the national consultations including post-COVID socio-economic and green recovery plans.  
Few studies and surveys were conducted to assess the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, most of them showed adverse impacts on health as well as the economic, social, legal, environmental, and cultural aspects of life (WB,2020). 
The Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) recently conducted a High Frequency Survey in partnership with the World Bank to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Sudanese households and enterprises. The said survey aimed to inform policymaking, strategic planning, and government responses to contain the impact of the pandemic to its lower possible level. The objective was to quickly collect household and firm level information to monitor the crisis and assess the dynamics of the impacts of COVID19 on households and micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in Sudan. The survey focused on the socioeconomic impacts of COVID-19 on households in urban and rural areas and provided near real-time data, supporting an evidence-based response to the crisis.

The results of the study revealed that, 98 percent of the respondents have heard about the COVID-19 pandemic and that the health crisis might have worsened the availability of certain basic commodities, particularly bread and cereals as well as milk and milk products. The coverage rate and quality of social insurance was much lower for the most economically vulnerable people. The difficulty in accessing health care during confinement affected almost all categories of the population in a uniform manner, regardless of whether they live in urban or rural areas.  The health crisis caused severe disruptions in the education sector due to closure of schools, with immense impact on learning. Access to financial services was also severely restricted during the lockdown to minimize the spread of COVID-19. Regarding jobs, economic activity has sharply reduced for most employees, and a decline in incomes has been observed in both rural and urban areas. Indeed, only a third of the respondents who declared working before the lockdown were able to continue their work during of COVID-19 pandemic outbreak. With regard to employment sectors, people buying and selling goods have been the most affected (40 percent), followed by those in services (13 percent) and freelancers (13 percent) and agriculture, hunting and fishing workers (10 percent). Among the employees who had to stop working, only 26 percent received their full salary while 47 percent received only part of their salary and 27 percent received no payment altogether. Family production units were also heavily affected by the crisis. About one-third of households were unable to perform normal farming activities during the outbreak. A substantial share of households experienced an income loss.

Most households have been affected by COVID-19, mostly through jobs and income losses, but also through rising food prices exacerbated by the health crisis. For example, in the 30 days prior to the interview, 46 percent of the respondents said they were worried about having enough food to eat; rural and female headed households, in particular, expressed this concern. There is evidence of modification in eating habits; for example, households reduced the quantities consumed or started consuming foods that they normally do not like. This modification was more pronounced in urban areas. A substantial share of Sudanese households reported a decline in their international remittances and domestic remittances since the outbreak of the pandemic.

Another article by Babiker (2021) argued that the lockdown imposed in Sudan due to the COVID-19 pandemic has seriously affected the livelihood of vulnerable populations and their right to live a dignified life. Babiker (2021) The article argued that these measures have seriously affected the enjoyment of core economic and social rights, particularly in the context of a weak legislative framework of social protection. The said paper concluded by arguing that Sudan’s transitional government is not subject to parliamentary scrutiny and exercises legislative and executive powers that are de facto illegitimate, as they are not subject to review by the courts and because of the current suspension of constitutional organs and governance structures. This incomplete governance structure is concerning from a rule of law perspective and has prevented scrutiny of COVID-19 emergency measures, particularly those affecting the basic rights of vulnerable groups.
Current efforts and challenges to achieve Sustainable and inclusive recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic  

ILO (2021) conducted a Rapid Assessment of the Socio-economic Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with a focus on Khartoum, West Kordofan and East Darfur, States of Sudan. The ILO (2021) study reported that, the government had a widespread and comprehensive response to the pandemic. The COVID-19 response program distributed cash and in-kind support to 1 million informal sector workers around the country. The Ministry of Health distributed personal protective equipment to state ministries and launched a communication campaign after the second wave to increase awareness about preventive measures. 
Dialogue 4 workshop Program

	Time

	Sessions

	8.30 - 9.00

	Registration

	9.00 – 9.30
	Opening Introductory presentation (UNDP)


	9.30 – 11.30
	Speakers:
· Prof Rashid Hassan - Context setting
Panelists: 
· Dr. Muntasir Mohamed Osman (Ministry of Health)
· Dr Ali Mohamed Abbas Ahmed, Central Bureau of Statistics
· Professor Nafisa Badri, Ahfad University 
· Dr. Bushra Hamid (Member of the National High-level Emergency Committee) 
· Dr. Moheeldeen (ICC) (Representatives of (Frontline medical staff, doctors/nurses)
· Awadia Koko (Representatives of community (informal sector, street vendors, tea shops, etc.)

	11.30 – 12.00
	Lunch








Annex C5: Regional consultation workshops
Regional consultations have been conducted in 4 states (Blue Nile, River Nile, Gedaref, and Kordofan) selected to, respectively, represent the country’s southern, northern, eastern, and western geographical parts. Each regional dialogue covered the national priority themes relevant to the region in question. Outcomes of the regional consultations have then been presented together with results of the national dialogues to the final validation workshop facilitated at the national level. Sessions of the regional consultations were conducted in the following modality:
1. Participants have been introduced to the objectives of the Stockholm+50 meeting
2. Brief presentations on the theme to be debated, which covered pollution from use of mercury in AGM, drivers of deforestation, impacts of climate change and the implication on people’s livelihoods
3. Open deliberations were then facilitated to solicit feedback and input from participants about how their lives have been affected by the environmental problems under consideration and how to address those to achieve healthy environment and ultimately prosperity for all
· The participants were requested to evaluate and provide feedback on the role of the federal and state governments and provide recommendations for government and any other relevant institutions for priority actions to protect their health and support their livelihoods
· Special attention has been given to adequate representation of the youth, women and other disadvantaged groups to accommodate their voices and inputs in the outcomes of the consultations
4. Separate consultation sessions have been organized for relevant local executive administration officials
1. River Nile State consultations on pollution risks associated with the use of mercury in Artisanal Gold Mining (AGM)

River Nile State is considered the leading State in AGM as it produces 80% of the total gold production in the country. Recently, gold extraction was practiced within and in close proximity to residential areas as well as farms. This practice will no doubt increase the magnitude of the serious risk of exposure to mercury pollution of the environment and ultimately to human health and the ecosystem.
As part of Sudan’s national consultations on the pollution impacts of using mercury in mining, implemented under the Stockholm+50 Leadership Dialogue 1 agenda, the Sudanese Environment Conservation Society (SECS) held four regional consultation sessions in the River Nile State, namely in: Atbara, Darmali, Sadaabyia and Abidya localities. 

Conclusions of the consultations:
· Since Sudan has not ratified the Minamata Convention on Mercury (MCM) therefore, there is no implementation plan nor any activity or program done
· The participants are not aware of the MCM and what has been happening on that
· Most of the participants are aware of the health hazards caused by mercury
· All the participants in the consultation sessions in the four localities, agreed that the presence of the tailings in farms and residential areas could pose serious environmental and human health hazards
· All the participants agreed on the urgency of removal of the tailings from settlements and farms
· All participants were upset about actions taken by the government (severe punishments, penalties and power cutoff) regarding the prohibition of gold processing in settlements and farms 
Recommendations:

All the participants recommend urgent removal of the tailings and proposed four scenarios:
a) Tailings to be given to the gold processing companies without demanding any rewards
b) Tailings (if proved profitable) should be given to the gold processing companies provided that some of the revenue be allotted to support basic services in the area
c) Tailings should be given to the gold processing companies according to specific agreement with owners without any government intervention
d) Tailings (if proved not profitable) should be removed by the government
Recommendations by the national consultant:
· Speed up of the process of ratification of Minamata Convention.
· Update legislations to fulfill the requirements of Minamata Convention.
· Continue to conduct intensive awareness raising sessions to local community and artisanal gold miners.
· Setup relevant policies and procedures to protect human health and environment from exposure to mercury in AGM.
· Enforcement of regulations in the mining sector
· Assessment of health situation in mining areas and the surrounding villages.
· Introduction and promotion of the use of safe and environmentally friendly gold extraction methods.
Table C51. Schedule of conducting the River Nile State consultations on mercury pollution: Visited villages, dates, speakers, and stakeholder groups

	Participants
	Speakers
	Date
	village
	State

	AGM miners, local communities
	· Dr.Salih Ali Salih
· Mr.Ali M. Ali
· Dr.Sami Safyaldain
	11 May
	Dar mali
	



River Nile

	
	
	
	Nabwia
	

	
	
	
	Bant
	

	
	
	12 May
	Al Salama
	

	
	
	
	Enabis
	

	
	
	
	Kanor
	

	
	
	13 May
	Workshop at state level, relevant institution (e.g. FNC, HCENR in the States, Academia and Research, NGOs etc.)
	

	
	
	14 May
	Visit to Gold Processing market 
	



2. Gedaref State consultations

Two separate workshops have been organised, one in the Gadambalia and the other in Gedarif cities

2.1 Gadambalia, Centeral Gedaref Locality (May 10, 2022)

Participants: 40 community members, 11 women and 29 men (see Table C52 for more details)

Modality:
· A material presented to introduce and inform the local community on the Stolckholm+50 and the themes, sub- themes and the purposes of conducting the consultation and the intended outcomes
· Drivers of deforestation, impacts of climate change and the implication on people’s livelihoods and achieving development objectives
· Interventions addressing these problems, their relevant and effectiveness 
· Feedback, views and recommendations from the local community on how to accelerate actions and improve their relevance and effectiveness
Recommendation:
· Projects implemented are not a priority for the local community
· Local community should participate and consult in any intervention or project
· Interventions should provide livelihood projects to reduce forest degradation

2.2 Gedaref Lead Dialogue Workshop (Community Development Hall, Gedaref University
May.11, 2022)

Participants: 40 community members, 11 women and 29 men (see Table C52 for more details)

Modality:
· Interventions addressing these problems, their relevant and effectiveness 
· Feedback, views and recommendations from the group

Group Work Recommendation:
Group (1) REDD+:
· Real Stakeholder Engagement
· Conducting extensive research on the drivers of deforestation in Gedaref State.
· Conducting an awareness campaign about the REDD+ and SNRP
· REDD+ should be part of Sudan plan for development
Group (2) Forest drivers:
· Awareness of the importance of forests
· Facilitating the distribution of the renewable energies
· Strengthening the National Forest Cooperation
· Protection of the State forests with strong rules and regulations
· Review of the NFC Policy
Group (3) Artisanal mining in the State
· Immediate suspension of artisanal and small- scale mining in the State
· Conduct research on the responsible gold mining in the State
Group (4) Environmental goals in the SDGs:
· Review the development Laws in the state
· Giving priority to the development sector
· Promote the productive development that does not cause environmental losses
Group (5):
· Integrating climate change adaptation into development plan
· Raising awareness of the importance of climate action
· Develop and support the cooperation between the relevant authorities.

3. Blue Nile State consultations

Two separate workshops have been organised, one in the Agadi and Addamazin cities

3.1 Agadi, Eltadamoun Locality (May,14,2022)

Participants: 24 community members, 11 women and 13 men (see Table C52 for more details)

Modality:
· A material presented to introduce and inform the local community on the Stolckholm+50 and the themes, sub- themes and the purposes of conducting the consultation and the intended outcomes
· Drivers of deforestation, impacts of climate change and the implication on people’s livelihoods and achieving development objectives
· Interventions addressing these problems, their relevant and effectiveness 
· Feedback, views and recommendations from the local community on how to accelerate actions and improve their relevance and effectiveness
Recommendation:
· NFC law enforcement
· Reforestation
· Engage local communities in project implementation
· Encouraging environmental initiatives
· Encouraging the use of renewable energies

3.2 Addamazin Leader Dialogue Workshop (Mosham Hotel Conference Hall-May.15,2022)

Participants: 53 community members (see Table C52 for more details)

Modality:
· A short presentation to introduce and inform the participants on the Stolckholm+50 and the themes, sub- themes and the purposes of conducting the consultation and the intended outcomes
· A short presentation on the drivers of deforestation , impacts of climate change and the implication on people’s livelihoods and achieving development objectives
· A short presentation by REDD+ focal point
· Interventions addressing these problems, their relevant and effectiveness 
· Feedback, views and recommendations from the group 

Group Work Recommendation:

Group (1) REDD+:
· Conduct Awareness workshops
· REDD+ should be a real solution
· The SAF will be obstruct the REDD+ work, it must be removed from the forests
· Coordination with wild life forces
Group (2) Forest drivers:
· Awareness of the importance of forests
· Enforcement of the role of the regional HCENR
· Strengthening the National Forest Cooperation
· Conduct researches for benefit sharing
Group (3) Artisanal mining in the Blue Nile Region
· Support for community education in preparation for group microcredit as appropriate for individual communities
· Support of Regulating Mercury Trade
· Raising the community awareness of the damages of mining
· Requiring companies to conduct a real EIA
· Emphasize the necessity of keeping women and children away from amalgamation and amalgam burning
Group (4) Environmental goals in the SDGs:
· Spreading environmental awareness
· Encouraging sustainable production and consumption
· Right to clean water is one of the human rights
· Combating genetically modified cotton in the region
· Develop alternative environmental livelihoods

Group (5):
· Incorporating climate change into education curricula
· Raising  awareness  among the population on climate change
· Opening up opportunities for environmental investment

4. Kordofan


Table C51

	Workshop
	Participants
	% Female
	% Youth

	
	Count
	Miner
	Farmer
	Pastoralist
	Wives
	CSO/NGO
	Other
	
	

	Gedaref 1
	36
	3%
	53%
	22%
	0%
	0%
	22%
	0%
	29%

	Gedaref 2
	40
	0%
	5%
	5%
	33%
	25%
	32%
	32%
	40%

	TOTAL
	76
	1%
	28%
	13%
	17%
	13%
	28%
	17%
	37%

	

	BN 1
	24
	13%
	 33%
	29%
	25%
	0%
	0%
	46%
	45%

	BN 2
	53
	4%
	4%
	6%
	43%
	11%
	32%
	23%
	46%

	TOTAL
	77
	7%
	13%
	13%
	30%
	8%
	29%
	24%
	45%

	

	Kordofa1
	34
	0%
	50%
	9%
	32%
	0%
	9%
	32%
	30%

	Kordofa2
	49
	0%
	4%
	0%
	27%
	20%
	49%
	26%
	20%

	TOTAL
	83
	0%
	23%
	4%
	29%
	12%
	32%
	29%
	30%





Annex C6: National consultation final validation workshop
Final workshop of Sudan’s Pre-Stockholm+50 national consultations: Validating outcomes of all dialogues

Date: 24 May 2022
Venue: Al Turabi Hall, Faculty of Engineering, University of Khartoum, Jama Street

	Session & Time

	Program

	SESSION I


10:00 - 10:35

	Facilitator: Ismail Elgizouli
Opening remarks (20 minutes)
· UNDP
· UNEP
· SECS
· AMBASSADOR OF SWEDEN
Introduction to the validation workshop (15 minutes)
· Rashid Hassan (UNCT)
· SECS

	SESSION II

10:35 – 11:10



11:10 – 11:45
	Leadership Dialogue 1: Addressing Pollution Challenges

	
	Part 1: Pollution from use of Mercury in gold mining
Facilitator: Rashid Hassan
· Summary of results & recommendations: Rashid Hassan (10 minutes)
· Floor discussions (25 Minutes)

	
	Part 2: Pollution from plastic waste
Facilitator: Rashid Hassan
· Summary of results & recommendations: Rashid Hassan (10 minutes)
· Floor discussions (25 Minutes)

	SESSION III


11:45 – 12:20



12:20 – 12:55

	Leadership Dialogue 1: Combating deforestation & conserving biodiversity

	
	Part 1: REDD+ strategy for combating deforestation
Facilitator: Nagm Goutbi
· Summary of results & recommendations: Nagm Goutbi (10 minutes)
· Floor discussions (25 Minutes)

	
	Part 2: Managing threats to biodiversity & ecosystems health
Facilitator: Asia Adlan
· Summary of results & recommendations: Asia Adlan (10 minutes)
· Floor discussions (25 Minutes)

	12:55 – 13:25
	LUNCH

	SESSION IV

13:25 – 14:00
	Leadership Dialogue 2: Sustainable & inclusive recovery from COVID-19
Facilitator: Asia Adlan
· Summary of results & recommendations: Asia Adlan (10 minutes)
· Floor discussions (25 Minutes)

	SESSION V


14:00 – 14:35



14:35 – 15:10

	Leadership Dialogue 3: Climate change resilient & low emission development

	
	Part 1: Strengthening resilience to climate change
Facilitator: Nagm Goutbi
· Summary of results & recommendations: Nagm Goutbi (10 minutes)
· Floor discussions (25 Minutes)

	
	Part 2: Transitioning to low emissions development
Facilitator: Nagm Goutbi
· Summary of results & recommendations: Nagm Goutbi (10 minutes)
· Floor discussions (25 Minutes)

	15:10 - 15:15
	Closing Remarks – Hanan Mutwakil
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