STOCKHOLM +50 
ACADEMIA CONSULTATION 
MEETING MINUTES
	Date 
	25 April 2022 (Monday)

	Time
	09.00am- 12:30pm

	Venue 
	Virtual via Zoom 



Meeting Participants:
	No
	Name
	Title
	Organisation/Department 

	1
	Dr. (Mrs.) Loha Pradheeban 
	Snr Lecturer, Agronomy
	University of Jaffna 

	2
	Dr. (Mr.) Jayalath Edirisinghe
	Snr Lecturer, Agronomy
	University of Peradeniya 

	3
	Dr (Mr.) Manjula Wickramasinghe
	Head, Mechanical & Manufacturing Technology
	Wayamba University

	4
	Mrs. Chintha Rupasinghe
	Snr Lecturer, Agricultural Engineering
	University of Ruhuna

	5
	Eng.(Dr.) Dimuthusiri Suraweera 
	Snr Lecturer, Electrical and Electronics
	University of Vocational Technology

	6
	Dr. (Mr.) Chaminda Karunasena
	Snr Lecturer, Mechanical Engineering
	University of Ruhuna

	7
	Dr. (Mrs.) Maheshi Danthurebandara
	Snr Lecturer, Department of Chemical process and Engineering 
	University of Peradeniya 

	8
	Dr. (Mr.) Aslam Saja Abdul Majeed
	Senior Lecturer 
	South Eastern University 

	9
	Dr. (Mr.) Sampath Dharmadasa
	Snr, Lecturer, Export Agriculture 
	Uva Wellassa University 

	10
	Prof. (Ms.) Indrika Rajapaksha
	Prof, Architecture 
	University of Moratuwa 

	11
	Mrs. Kanthi Jayaweera
	Snr Lecturer, Electrical and Electronics
	University of Vocational Technology

	12
	Prof. (Mr.) Terney Pradeep Kumara
	Prof. Faculty of Fisheries
	University of Ruhuna 

	13
	Prof. (Mrs.) Hemanthi Ranasinghe
	Snr Prof. Forestry and Environment
	University of Sri Jayawardenapura 

	14
	Dr. (Mr.) Chithral Ambawatte
	Dean, Faculty of Engineering
	University of Ruhuna 

	15
	Dr. (Mr.) Pathirage Don Chandima Kumara
	Snr Lecturer, Mechanical Engineering Technology
	Institute of Technology University of Moratuwa

	16
	Dr. (Mr.) Prasanna Gunawardane
	Snr Lecturer, Mechanical Engineering
	University of Peradeniya

	17
	Prof. (Mr.) Chulantha Kulasekere
	Prof, Electrical & Electronics Engineering
	Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology

	18
	Dr. (Mr.) Chulantha Jayawardena
	Snr Lecturer, Earth Resources Engineering
	University of Moratuwa

	19
	Prof. (Mr.) Sirimal Abeyratne
	Snr Prof. Dept of Economics
	University of Colombo 

	20
	Dr. (Mr.) Sainulabdeen. M. Junaideen)
	Snr Lecturer, Civil Engineering
	South Eastern University

	21
	Dr. (Mr.) Sisira Rajapakshe
	Senior Lecturer, Env Management
	Rajarata University of Sri Lanka

	22
	Dr. (Mrs.) Dilanthi Koralagama
	Senior Lecturer
	University of Ruhuna 

	23
	Prof. (Mrs.) Erandathie Lokupitiya
	Prof., Zoology and Environment Sciences
	University of Colombo

	24
	Prof. (Mr.) Ajith Jayaweera
	Prof, Animal Nutrition/Livestock & Avian Sciences
	Wayamba University

	25
	Dr. (Mrs.) Inoka Manthilake
	Snr Lecturer, Mechanical Engineering
	University of Moratuwa 



Discussion Summary: 
	Agenda Item
	Discussion

	Technical Discussion 
	Following a breakdown of participants into 3 groups, which were assigned to a particular LD group, and following an extensive focused group discussion amidst each, a focal point from each group presented their answers, and the following responses were discussed and validated by academia virtually – 
Leadership Dialogue 1: Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity for all – (assigned to Group 1)
Group 1 suggested the following inputs under each GQ, for which the other participants provided suggestions (see below) which were incorporated to finalize the overall inputs - 
GQ1 - 
	Good Practices
	Pathways

	Reduce green house gas (GHG) emissions 

	· Promote renewable energy at domestic level (Biogas, solar power at domestic level)
· Encourage public transport 
· Facilitate lifecycle thinking on different sources of renewable energy to see what is better 
· Promote designing of high performance buildings

	Restoration and sustainably management of ecosystems  

	· Establish and promote sustainable extraction methods, 
· Mechanisms for restoration and sustainably manage critical ecosystems (including mangroves) according to a national plan
· Prevent indiscriminate use / misuse of agro chemicals
· Safe disposal of effluent / waste  

	Enhance sustainable consumption and production (SCP)

	· Strengthen waste minimization and management at domestic and industry levels 
· Support convert biodegradable waste into compost and recycling of  non-degradable waste
· Promote the use of materials with low embodied energy in construction 



Suggestion: 
- To state the word ‘misuse’ of agrochemicals in row 2, point 3.  

GQ2 – 
	Actions
	Policies
	Structures

	Review policies related to reduce green house gas emissions and identify gaps. 

Promote restoration and sustainable management of ecosystems.

Promote Sustainable Consumption and Production.
	· Programmes for social responsibility of all including individuals in environmental management
· Overcome the gap between policy and practice through enabling conditions.
· Awareness raising on ecosystems, incorporate them into curricular and build attitudes towards conservation   

	· Issuance of circulars to implement policies (policies into the legislative system)
· Incentive mechanisms to promote RE / Restoration /SCP
· Improve/strengthen institutional / inter-agency coordination 
· Inculcate positive attitude towards environment through formal, informal and non formal education




GQ3 – 
	How could marginalized and vulnerable groups benefit?

	1
	GHG – empowering local communities to engage and contribute to local industries. 

	2
	Ecosystem Restoration and mgt – they can become partners in restoration and sustainable ecosystem management initiatives with benefit sharing mechanisms. 

	3
	SCP – benefit from self sufficiency, reduction issues related to waste generation and  with SCP contributes to all other areas. 




GQ4 –
	How can we safeguard the rights of people and nature?

	1
	Improved participation of all stakeholders in decision making and implementing decisions wrt all areas discussed

	2
	Targeted benefits to affected parties / cash transfers where appropriate.


 
GQ5 –
	Metrics
	Indicators

	Number of connections with renewable energy, biogas.
	Carbon and water footprint, change in conservation status of species, Air quality index.

	Number of climate related warnings issued, energy rating. 
	Building energy index.
Change in forest cover
Waste generation/person 

	Water quality, coverage of rainwater harvesting, innovations from recycling 
	


Meeting specific question –
	What kind of follow-up activities would you like to see?

	1
	Legally binding commitments towards sustainability reached

	2
	Set up milestones for implementation of achievements. 

	3
	Establish a platform for sharing and learning. 

	4
	Provide technical support / capacity building programs on addressing main environmental issues. 

	5
	Initiative to effective promotion of trans and multidisciplinary cooperation/collaboration. 


Leadership Dialogue 2: Achieving a sustainable and inclusive recovery from COVID-19 – (assigned to Group 2)
Group 2 suggested the following inputs under each GQ, for which the other participants provided suggestions (see below) which were incorporated to finalize the overall inputs – 
GQ1 - 
	Current Recovery Practices 
	Public 
	Private 
	Civil Society 

	Individual
Community
City
Regional
Country 
	E-governance (I road for transport management, use of QR code)
	E-commerce (Cashless transaction, online auctioning), E banking, Mobile venders.
	Virtual communication, Education, Childhood literacy.


	
	Work from home (Hybrid)

	
	Food security (Home gardening)

	
	Emerging new business opportunities (PPEs)

	
	Industry automation – From manual to mechanization – eg. Poultry in  livestock sector 



	Scale up 
	Public 
	Private 
	Civil Society 

	Individual
Community
City
Regional
Country 
	Promoting and providing appropriate incentives for the adoption of best practices 

	
	Imparting new knowledge and skills and assist to change attitude to embrace ICT. Confidence building of users to engage in cashless transaction 

	
	Improving the regulatory systems

	
	Improving infrastructure


GQ2 – 
	Pre-existing practices that need to be changed

	1
	Rigid financial regulations (state sector)

	2
	Lack of attitude/knowledge of some regulators on e-transactions hindering the progression

	3
	Reluctance for sharing of resources in the state sector

	4
	Cumbersome procurement procedures 


GQ3 – 
	How do we ensure that all countries/communities can benefit?

	1
	Making use of the opportunity to change irrelevant and obsolete practices

	2
	Learning from countries having best practices. 

	3
	Through proper monitoring mechanism 


GQ4 – 
	How can we create better performing industries 

	1
	Better utilization (multi tasking workforce) and management  of human resources (attitudinal changes)

	2
	Resource efficiency improvements 

	3
	Relevant changes to labour laws (flexible or less stringent) 

	4
	Elevating industries to the “next level” of IR (“industrial revolution” ) from where they are now

	5
	Rationalizing import controls/restrictions 

	6
	Responding to global ‘demand conditions’ for industry growth 

	7
	Localizing targets and indicators of SDGs and appropriately incentivizing responsible implementing bodies. 



Suggestion: 
- To state the word ‘localizing targets and indicators of SDGs’. 

	How can we create better performing supply chains?

	1
	Shortening the supply chain by strengthening national supply sources and logistics. 

	2
	Flexible supply chains 

	3
	Integrating with global supply chains (by removing regulatory and trade barriers)



Suggestion: 
- To change the wording in point 3 to ‘rationalizing regulatory and trade barriers’. 

	Which industrial sectors are most critical? And what is the rationale for selecting these sectors?

	1
	Agriculture and food sector – Due to high growth prospects and for food security

	2
	Pharmaceutical / Aurvedic – Forex saving, Forex earning, Aurvedic tourism, etc.

	3
	Renewable energy sector – For energy security and independence. 



GQ5 – 
	Commitments
	Key industry sectors
	Finance and investment institutions

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	




	Responsible principles
	Key industry sectors
	Finance and investment institutions

	1
	

	2
	



GQ6 – 
	
	What are the decent green jobs of the future?

	1
	For the ICT sector

	2
	For green technologies adoption 




	New skills needed 
	Business
	Government
	Academia 

	1
	For resource efficiency improvements

	2
	For renewable energy

	3
	For green production


Meeting specific question -
	What kind of follow-up activities would you like to see?

	1
	More detailed action plan

	2
	Post monitoring and comparing performance with other countries.


Leadership Dialogue 3: Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development– (assigned to Group 3)
Group 3 suggested the following inputs under each GQ, for which the other participants provided suggestions (see below) which were incorporated to finalize the overall inputs – 
GQ1 - 
	
	What are the biggest challenges?

	1
	Lack of awareness & competencies (particularly attitudes, life styles) (on environment) at all the levels – individual, institutional, society 

	2
	Unsustainable use of natural resources and associated climate risks (production/consumption) 

	3
	Lack of holistic approach (policy incoherence, weak institutional coordination, integrated implementation, optimum management of infrastructure, responsibility & accountability) in addressing complex challenges 




	
	How do we create an enabling environment? 

	1
	Educational reform for formal education and in mainstreaming informal/non-formal modes, early childhood 

	2
	Legislations and enforcement, sustainability appraisals 

	3
	Establishment of mechanisms to review and update the implementation of policies and strategies under Sustainable Development Council 



GQ2 - 
	
	Good practices 
	Pathways 

	1
	Green infrastructure initiatives by the private sector 
	Regulations/standards/guidelines for mainstreaming the concept to all sector 

	2
	Regulatory schemes for sustainable management (EPL for industries/EIA for new projects) 
	Proper monitoring, enforcement. Recognitions for achievements and penalties for violations. 

	3
	Eco labeling / Energy labeling for appliances and products 
	Introduce voluntary and mandatory schemes and monitoring of compliances. 


GQ3 - 
	
	How to transform governance systems?

	1
	Strengthening the institutions (including e-governance), aligning policies and mandates, leaning through good-practices. 

	2
	Ensuring responsibility and accountability, participatory approach, multi-stakeholder engagements. 

	3
	Encourage generation of information through research in the local context to support decision making. 



	
	How to transform legal systems?

	1
	Strengthening the environment police system

	2
	Awareness and education on the applicable laws and regulations to prevent unintentional and harmful practices and enhance the respect to the legal system (including schools etc.).

	3
	Cumbersome legal proceedings hindering demoralizing the engagement of officers and other sections of the society.


 Suggestion: 
- To include awareness and education on applicable laws, including schools. 
- To include the cumbersome legal proceedings hindering the engagement of officers and other sections of the society.  
GQ4 - 
	
	What measures are needed to align public, private and development finance?

	1
	Effective stakeholder engagement platform with clear roles, responsibilities and benefits. 

	2
	Guidance and legal support for establishing and maintaining PPP (presently occurring at specific project level with limited partners). 


GQ5 – 
	
	What type of partnerships from the UN and beyond are needed?

	1
	Finance 

	2
	Technology and Innovation 

	3
	Information


GQ6 – 
	
	Capacities 
	Technologies

	1
	Skills for implementation of particular interventions 
	Environment monitoring technologies (air, water, soil, eco-systems) 

	2
	Regional laboratories (within the country) for monitoring – Accredited. 
	


Meeting specific question -
	What kind of follow-up activities would you like to see?

	1
	Regular updates on the findings and actions taken

	2
	Sharing of best practices from other countries 







