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National Stakeholder Consultations Leading to Stockholm+50: The Plan for Sudan

1. Brief about Stockholm+50
The UN General Assembly has agreed through two Resolutions to convene an international meeting entitled “Stockholm+50: a healthy planet for the prosperity of all - our responsibility, our opportunities”, in Stockholm on 2 and 3 June 2022 during the week of the World Environment Day. The meeting will commemorate 50 years since the convening of the UN Conference on the Human Environment, which will also coincide with commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the creation of the UN Environment Programme, UNEP@50. It is designed to help accelerate the implementation of commitments towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) during the Decade of Action including through a sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic (Resolutions available at: undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/280 and undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/326).
Core event of the meeting will be three leadership dialogues focusing on producing recommendations to address the following themes:
Leadership dialogue 1: Reflecting on the urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all; 
Leadership dialogue 2: Achieving a sustainable and inclusive recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic; and 
Leadership dialogue 3: Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimensions of sustainable development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for the SDGs. 
2. Pre-Stockholm+50 National Consultations in Sudan
Preparations for the Stockholm+50 meeting need to ensure effective participation of all States Members and specialized agencies of the UN, and parties to the multilateral environment agreements. All relevant major stakeholder groups, including women, youth, older persons, persons with disabilities, indigenous people and local communities, as well as other representatives from civil society and the private sector are encouraged to contribute to the discussions of the international meeting and its preparation including through a range of consultations at global, regional[footnoteRef:1], and national levels.  [1:  Regional multistakeholder consultations will be facilitated by UNEP and the GO4SDGs initiative in cooperation with Major Groups and other stakeholders, and will be linked and coordinated with the national consultations. More information on these regional consultations is available here.] 

2.1 Objectives of the national level consultations
National consultations will provide in-person and virtual platforms for participants to share experiences and contribute ideas, innovations, and insights, aiming to stimulate inclusive whole-of-society dialogue on the main themes of Stockhom+50, as they relate to the national context, in order to:
· build a shared vision on how to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity for all while accelerating progress on the environmental dimension of the SDGs through inclusive green recovery from COVID-19; 
· Offer clear recommendations for governments, civil society and private sector on priority actions that can advance national and sectoral policies that address climate change and leverage nature-based solutions[footnoteRef:2] [2:  This can build on and inform Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs), green economy/green recovery, and SDG frameworks.] 

· Amplify voices of the poor, youth, women, indigenous groups, local communities, and other marginalized groups; and 
· Influence national and global debates that consider the views of all stakeholders
2.2 Sudan country team approach to structuring national consultations

A. Forming the UN Country Team (UNCT) for Sudan

A national coordination team (UNCT) has been recruited to design and conduct the national consultations. As per the guidelines “UNDP will work closely with UN agencies which have extensive experience in convening different development stakeholders and providing relevant knowledge to identify development challenges, opportunities, and solutions with a bottom-up approach rationale.” For the purpose of this consultation UNDP is working closely with UNEP in leading the national level consultations.

B. Selection of the national themes and consultations’ agenda
As national consultations are expected to provide results to feed into and inform the Stockholm+50 discussions and its follow-up, and also have to be context-appropriate, Sudan country team has chosen to design its consultations process on the basis that they must:
· Be anchored to the above Stockholm+50 three leadership dialogue themes
· Address national environmental management priority challenges under the three leadership dialogues
Based on extensive survey of relevant literature and outcomes of preparatory meetings of the national team (UNCT), the following have been identified to represent Sudan’s national priorities and key challenges to be addressed under above three leadership dialogues:
i. Under Leadership dialogue 1: “urgent need for actions to achieve a healthy planet and prosperity of all”, national consultations will focus on the triple planetary crises (climate, nature, pollution) and their impacts on the people and ecosystems in Sudan. The following represent the risks to protect the health of our land, air, and water resources against:
a. The role of the national REDD+ Strategy in addressing drivers of deforestation and forest degradation and associated social and environmental impacts in Sudan
b. Addressing current pressures on and threats to the functional integrity of natural ecosystems and biological diversity in Sudan
c. The use of mercury in artisanal gold mining in Sudan: A major pollution threat to human and ecosystems’ health 
d. Improved management of solid waste: Addressing environmental risks of pollution from plastics 
The focus of the national consultations will be on priority actions towards SDGs 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 
ii. Under Leadership dialogue 2: “sustainable and inclusive recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic”, national consultations will focus on all aspects related to the damages and threats of the Covid-19 pandemic:
a. Mitigating impacts on and increasing resilience of vulnerable groups
b. Effective prevention of re-emergence and containment of its spread
c. Safe management of Covid-19 related waste for sustainable and inclusive recovery from the pandemic
iii. Under Leadership dialogue 3: “Accelerating the implementation of the environmental dimensions of sustainable development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for the SDGs”

National consultations under this dialogue will address challenges to accelerating actions to adapt to and mitigate climate change risks in Sudan with focus on the following subthemes:
a. Improving the resilience to climate change among highly vulnerable communities and ecosystems (the adaptation component of Sudan’s nationally determined contributions-NDCs)
b. Improving access to sustainable and low-emission energy for national development (the mitigation component of Sudan’s NDCs). This will focus on priority actions towards SDG 7 (Clean energy at affordable price) that seeks to ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all 
Focus of consultations on all the above will be on priority actions towards SDG 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 
The above suggests 5 themes for the national consultations (pollution, climate change adaptation and mitigation, desertification, and biodiversity). The gender aspect will be a cross-cutting sub-theme in all national dialogues. 
C. Identifying stakeholder groups

To provide an anchor for deeper and broader participatory processes national consultations will be led by all stakeholders. Accordingly, partnerships and participants will be carefully identified to ensure representation of all concerned and affected parties under each of the national themes to be addressed. Selection of stakeholders and partners will be guided by recommendations of the Stockholm+50 Meeting: Guidelines for National Stakeholder Consultations. The guidelines recommend observing certain considerations for an inclusive and transparent selection process for mapping disaggregated groups of stakeholders to ensure diversity of civil society and balanced mix of gender, ethnicity, age, education, geography, economic activity, etc., and use of clear and justifiable selection criteria.
Guided by the above, lists of stakeholder groups will be prepared for each of the thematic workshops to be conducted.
D. Means and modalities
The following modalities will be employed to conduct Sudan’s national consultations:
i. National level consultations

· Several virtual and in-person meetings of the country team with key partners (Swedish Embassy, UNDP, UNEP, WHO, UNESCO, RR). Starting from the planning and preparations’ stage, these meetings continue throughout the launching of national consultations and post S+50 conference
· Three in-person (allowing for virtual participation as needed) thematic dialogues organised to facilitate national level stakeholders’ consultations with specialists from relevant research communities and policy makers, managers in respective public and private sector agencies, civil society, youth, women, etc.
· One final in-person (allowing for virtual participation as needed) stakeholders’ consultation workshop, inclusive of all stakeholders for final confirmation and validation of results of all consultations

ii. Regional (state) level consultations
Consultations at States’ level will be organized in 4 regional workshops at which States in each region will be convened together in one in-person consultation session. The country is accordingly divided into the following 4 regional groups: River Nile, South Kordofan, Gedaref, and South Darfur states. All 4 national consultations’ themes will be addressed during the regional consultations with local stakeholders’ groups. Details on themes, participants, speakers for each of the regional workshops will be published as plans for implementing the dialogues are firm. Each regional dialogue will cover more than one national priority theme, as relevant to the selected groups of states and stakeholders. Some of these regional consultations will proceed sequentially starting with consultations with communities, followed by consultations with the relevant state authorities. Outcomes of the regional consultations will feed into the national dialogues.
In planning and facilitation of the national consultations, Sudan’s UNCT will draw heavily on previous and current national consultation mechanisms, dialogue institutions, committees and forums that proved to be successfully enabling inclusion of the voices of the widest possible stakeholder groups, such as NDCs, NAPA’s, Biodiversity, Desertification, REDD+, SDGs planning framework.
E. Preparation of concept notes and data relevant to each theme of the national consultation agenda

Development of concept notes for each of the above five national consultations’ themes are in progress and will complete according to the time frame presented in Table 1. Concept notes will provide comprehensive plans for implementing the national consultations including the necessary background materials (reports and data), modality, agenda, speakers, and list of stakeholders to convene.
F. Selection of consultations’ speakers

A panel of speakers will be composed of specialists selected from communities of researchers, policy makers, and managers in fields of relevance, and members of local communities and civil societies engaged in and affected by the respective thematic area.

2.3 Launching the national consultations

A. Communications strategy for dissemination of data and information of relevance to the themes of the national  consultations

In preparation to be ready as per the timeline in Table 1
B. Post-consultation reporting on results and outcome
Will follow as shown in Table 1

G. Time frames for conducting the national consultations

Table 1. Timeline for planning and implementation of the Pre-Stockholm+50 national consultations in Sudan
	Event/activity
	Time frame 2022
	Location
	Remarks

	Recruitment of coordinators and formation of the national team
	Process started by March 25th
	Khartoum
	UNDP

	Engagement with partners and national team meetings
	Continue till end of May
	Khartoum
	Virtual & Physical

	Finalize plans for conducting the national consultations
	By April 20th 
	Khartoum
	Published

	Letter of Agreement for the Sudanese Environment Conservation Society as a facilitator of the regional consultations
	By April 20th 
	Khartoum
	UNDP

	Complete drafting of the concept notes for all themes
	By April 25th 
	Khartoum
	Virtual & Physical

	Communications strategy
	By April 25th 
	Khartoum
	UNDP

	Launching the national consultations: 1st National workshop on pollution threats
	April 26
	Khartoum
	Virtual/physical-leadership dialogue I

	2nd national consultations workshop on Covid-19 & inclusive recovery
	May 8-12
	Khartoum 
	Virtual/physical-leadership dialogue II

	3rd national consultations workshop on environmental dimensions of the SDGs
	May 8-12
	Khartoum
	Virtual/physical-leadership dialogue III

	Regional consultations on all themes in 5 regions 
	May 8-12
	Regional in  
RN, SK, Gedarif, and SD states.
	Physical on all leadership dialogues 

	Final national validation consultations workshop
	May 15-19
	Khartoum
	Physical/virtual on all leadership dialogues

	Reporting of results
	May 27th 
	Khartoum
	Coordinator
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