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What Happened 
at UNEA-5.2?

§ Groundwork laid in 2014 and 2016
§ Efforts to unlock negotiations 

picked up in earnest in 2017
§ Three draft resolutions

- Rwanda-Peru, 60+ co-sponsors
- Japan, 2 co-sponsors
- India

End Plastic Pollution: Towards an International 
Legally Binding Instrument

§ Convenes an intergovernmental negotiating committee (INC) to 
develop an international legally binding instrument:

- plastic pollution in all environments, including microplastics

- comprehensive approach addressing the full lifecycle of plastics, 
including provisions on:

- sustainable production and consumption of plastics

- product design

- environmentally sound waste management

- national action plans

- reporting

- technical and financial assistance



Timetable

§ Q2 2022: OEWG to discuss 
timetable and organization
of work

§ Q4 2022: First INC meeting

§ End of 2024: Goal to 
complete negotiations 

§ 2025: Conference of 
plenipotentiaries to adopt 
instrument and open for 
signature

Convention on 
Plastic Pollution

= 8 to 9 months
= 26 to 32 months



Other 
considerations End Plastic Pollution: Towards an International 

Legally Binding Instrument
§ Decides the intergovernmental negotiating committee (INC) in its 

deliberations on the instrument also to consider:

- obligations and measures in support of the objectives

- a financial mechanism, possibly a dedicated multilateral fund

- a scientific and socio-economic mechanism

- lessons learned and best practices, including from informal and 
cooperative settings

- best available science, traditional knowledge, knowledge of 
indigenous peoples and local knowledge systems

- any other aspects that the INC may consider relevant

§ Role of standards and restrictions 
on additives in product design?

§ Global and/or national targets?
§ Scope of reporting?
§ Remediation areas?



United Nations 
Development 
Programme Recommendations

§ Participate in the INC (obviously)

§ Engage partner countries in advance of negotiations on key issues:

- A dedicated multilateral fund to provide stable and predictable 
funding to developing countries for enabling activities, including:

- institutional strengthening

- capacity-building and training

- reporting and monitoring

- policy development and implementation

- Robust role for implementing and bilateral agencies

§ Identify sustainable financing mechanisms for waste management

§ Advocate for controls on virgin plastic production and consumption

§ Support specific strategies to address fishing gear and agriplastics



Thank you

Tim Grabiel
timgrabiel@eia-international.org

More information can be found at:
https://reports.eia-international.org/a-new-global-treaty/

https://reports.eia-international.org/a-new-global-treaty/essential-elements/
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Plastic pollution threats in 
the Pacific Islands 



“Even if they 
developed the most 
robust national 
legislative and policy 
frameworks, Pacific 
Islands countries 
would still need 
significant support 
from the international 
community…”



“It is out of our 
control how to 
influence big 
suppliers.”

“…ministries that do want to 
address [plastic pollution] have 
limited power to do 
so…regardless of the best laid 
policy legislation argument: …the 
people in the ministries are not 
the decision makers.”

“[Trade Agreements] caused an 
inability of governments to 
control their own economy. “

….[Coca Cola] is just a company, … not 
a government….This is an industry that 
… is a producer of waste that has put 
a hold on a national policy.”





3(b) To promote 
sustainable 
production and 
consumption of 
plastics, including, 
among others, 
product design…



3(n) To specify 
arrangements for 
capacity-building 
and technical 
assistance, 
technology transfer 
on mutually agreed 
terms, and financial 
assistance…



3 (e) To promote 
national action plans 
to work towards the 
prevention, reduction 
and elimination of 
plastic pollution, and to 
support regional and 
international 
cooperation.



4 (d) The best available science, 
traditional knowledge, knowledge of 
[I]ndigenous [P]eoples and local 
knowledge systems.

Art by Loretta Reynolds
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