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What Happened

at UNEA-5.2? End Plastic Pollution: Towards an International
Legally Binding Instrument

Convenes an intergovernmental negotiating committee (INC) to

= Efforts to unlock negotiations develop an international legally binding instrument:
picked up in earnest in 2017

=  Three draft resolutions

=  Groundwork laid in 2014 and 2016 n

- plastic pollution in all environments, including microplastics

- Rwanda-Peru, 60+ co-sponsors - comprehensive approach addressing the full lifecycle of plastics,
- Japan’ 2 CO_SponsorS |nCIUd|ng prOV|S|OnS on.
- India - sustainable production and consumption of plastics

- product design

- environmentally sound waste management
- national action plans

- reporting

- technical and financial assistance




I Timetable

= Q2 2022: OEWG to discuss
timetable and organization
of work

= Q4 2022: First INC meeting

= End of 2024: Goal to
complete negotiations

= 2025: Conference of
plenipotentiaries to adopt
instrument and open for
signature
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Selected conventions - the time it takes

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
HEERLERRLERNTEND 2 + 25

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)

HHUTHTHUTUEREE:

= 1 month in the period between the
Basel Convention mandate and start of negotiations
(TN g + 27 = 1 month in the period between the start

of negotiations and adoption
Montreal Protocol
FOEERREEREREERR TR 29 + 9
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Convention on
FOEERREEEREEEREEEERREE RN RNy 212 + 25 Plastic Pollution
Vienna Convention = 8 to 9 months
U 8 + 38 - 26 to 32 months
Stockholm Convention
FOCEERREREEERRETE PR PR P RR TR R RO EE R RRTUER R 26 + 35
Minamata Convention
FCEERREEERREE TR E R EE TR R R E R RN 26 + 40

Rotterdam Convention

CEEEEE R EEREERE R R R R REEEEEETT TR AR R R R UUUUINI 45 + 24

WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC)
R R T R R
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Other
considerations End Plastic Pollution: Towards an International
Legally Binding Instrument

Role of standards and restrictions * Decides the intergovernmental negotiating committee (INC) in its
on additives in product design? deliberations on the instrument also to consider:

Global and/or national targets?

obligations and measures in support of the objectives
Scope of reporting?

a financial mechanism, possibly a dedicated multilateral fund

Remediation areas?

- a scientific and socio-economic mechanism

- lessons learned and best practices, including from informal and
cooperative settings

- best available science, traditional knowledge, knowledge of
indigenous peoples and local knowledge systems

- any other aspects that the INC may consider relevant
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Recommendations

Participate in the INC (obviously)

Engage partner countries in advance of negotiations on key issues:

- A dedicated multilateral fund to provide stable and predictable
funding to developing countries for enabling activities, including:

institutional strengthening
capacity-building and training
reporting and monitoring

policy development and implementation

- Robust role for implementing and bilateral agencies

Identify sustainable financing mechanisms for waste management

Advocate for controls on virgin plastic production and consumption

Support specific strategies to address fishing gear and agriplastics
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Thank you

Tim Grabiel
timgrabiel@eia-international.org

More information can be found at:




Associate Professor Trisia Farrelly

Massey University Political
Ecology Research Centre, NZ

UNDP Let's Talk Plastics 14

Global Legal Instrument on
Plastics Key Issues

March 2022

‘Ending Plastic Pollution’:
Pacific Islands
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Plastic Pollution
Prevention in Pacific
Island Countries:

Gap analysis of current

legislation, policies and
plans

POLICY FORUM

A binding global agreement to
address the life cycle of plastics

To eliminate plastic pollution, a holistic approach is needed

2y Nils Simon', Karen Raubenhcimer?,

Niko Urho®, Sebastian Unger*, David Azoulay’,
Trisia Farrelly‘, Joao Sousa”. Harro van Asselt’,
Gluliz Carlin¥, Christian Sekomo®,

Maro Luisa Schulte’, Per-Olof Busch?,

Nicole Wienrich', Laura Weiand*

mid the global plastic pollwion eri-
SIS, A growmg number of govern.
ments and nongovernmental actors
are propesing & new global treaty. In
February 2021, at the fifth mecting
of he United Natons

the basis that maintaining the status quo
was not an option (7). Support for a legally
binding Zobal agreement now comes from
at l2ast 79 governments, who endocse the
Oceans Day Pastic Pollution Deelaration
from 1 June 2021 Many civil socicty orga-
nizations, as well as a large coalition of ma-
jor companies, have fo years favored @ UN
treaty on plastic paliution (2). In May 2041,
Peru and Rwanda announced they would
table a resolution at the upcoming UNEA
mecting in February 2022 to establish an

Assembly (UNEA)-1he worids  highest.
level decsion-making body on the environ.
ment—many governmants spoke in favor of
an international agreement to combat plastic
pollution. In the past, the international com-
munity tended to View the plasties problem
fram a predominantly oceanforused and
waste-centered perspeetive. However, plasties
are increasingly found in all environmental
media, Induding terresrial ecosystems and
the atmosphere, a5 well as human marrices,
mduding lungs and placenta We tharefore
argue for a new international legally binding
agrecment that addresses the entire life cycle
of plastics. from extraction of raw matesials
to legary plastic pollutian. Only by taking this
approach can efforts match the i

e Lo

hegin developing suel an agreement
The start of negotiations & overdue. (n
2019, 368 milkon metric tons of newly made
(or “yirgin®) plastics were produced. Current
solutions will not nateh the expected growih
1n plastics ProAuCTion and WASTe generation,
even if massively sealed (3). In addition. the

Safe circularity principles
The followng principles provide
Ruidancs for developing critesia for
the crcularity of plastics:

Durability

Single-wse plastios for which =afe and

and transhoundary nsture of this escalating
problem and its social. i and

saund
Istare aliminated; ard product design

economic impacts. Targeting the full Jife cyde
oF plastics alloss foe a mare eqaitable disir-
bution of the costs and benafits of relevant

rapairability. and rafillabillty



Plastic pollution threats in
the Pacific Islands



“Even if they
developed the most
robust national
legislative and policy
frameworks, Pacific
Islands countries
would still need
significant support
from the international
community...”




“It is out of our
control how to
influence big
suppliers.”

caused an
inability of governments to
control their own economy. “

“...ministries that do want to
address [plastic pollution] have
limited power to do
so...regardless of the best laid
policy legislation argument: ...the
people in the ministries are not
the decision makers.”

....[Coca Cola] is just a company, ... not
a government....This is an industry that
... is a producer of waste that has put

a hold on a national policy.”



A safe(r) circular economy
for plastics in the Pacific Region
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Plastics Pollution Policy
Gaps in the Pacific Region

Weak plastics
policy cannot

protect Pacific
communities

The Business of Plastics:

The impacts of plastics pollution on human
rights in the Pacific Region

Tode rebsled prrvmssn robu s messdatuing engtatiss
Bochageny. wd wnt ol e sheste ol Smcheaal regunere

ACLEAN, * .
HEALTHY,

AND SUSTAINABLE
ENVIRONMENT

IS A HUMAN RIGHT

All nation states will continue to fail to
protect citizens from human rights abuses
if they allow plastics production and
manufacturing companies to devastate the
health of the Pacific Islands.

UN® 5@

programme

>>




3(b) To promote
sustainable
production and
consumption of
plastics, including,
among others,
product design...




3(n) To specify
arrangements for
capacity-building
and technical
assistance,
technology transfer
on mutually agreed
terms, and financial
assistance...




3 (e) To promote
national action plans
to work towards the
prevention, reduction
and elimination of
plastic pollution, and to
support regional and
International
cooperation.




4 (d) The best available science,
traditional knowledge, knowledge of

[[Indigenous [P]eoples and local
knowledge systems.

Art by Loretta Reynolds
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RAISE YOUR HAND
OR POST YOUR QUESTION
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THANKS TO TODAY

t.farrelly@massey.ac.nz

timgrabiel@eia-international.org

isabelle.vanderbeck@un.org



STAY TUNED FOR OUR NEXT SESSION



