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ABOUT AGENT – Advancing Gender in the Environment 

A collaboration between the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Advancing Gender in the Environment 

(AGENT) aims to increase the effectiveness of environment programming through robust gender 

integration, while improving gender equality and women’s empowerment outcomes through a 

broad range of environmental efforts. AGENT works to identify and fill knowledge gaps; make the 

case for gender across sectors; and provide tailored technical support to a wide range of 

environmental policies, programs, and projects. Better understanding and tackling gender-based 

violence and environment (GBV-ENV) linkages is one of AGENT’s priority areas. Visit the GBV-

ENV Center to learn more. 
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Gender-based violence is pervasive. Research demonstrates that GBV is employed as a means to 

reinforce existing privileges and power imbalances over roles and resources, which worsen in the face of 

environmental stressors, pressures, and degradation. Examples of GBV-ENV linkages include: 

  

● Domestic violence to prevent women’s inheritance or land ownership; 

● ‘Sex-for-fish’ extortion of women fish processors and sellers by fishermen; 

● Sexual and physical violence against, predominantly, women and girls when collecting water and 

firewood; 

● Increased domestic violence and early, forced and child marriage in the aftermath of disasters; 

● Sexual exploitation and human trafficking associated with both legal and illegal extractive 

industries and environmental crimes; 

● Domestic and other forms of violence to limit, restrict or otherwise control women’s 

participation in decision-making processes or participate in or benefit from environment 

projects; and 

● Rape threats and smear campaigns to diminish or silence women environmental human rights 

defenders. 

  

A human rights violation and form of socioeconomic control that sustains gender inequality, GBV can 

undermine strategies and outcomes of environmental efforts. For example, while environmental 

programming is often geared to address and improve inequitable, unsustainable natural resource 

governance, disruption to access and control norms can create conditions for new or exacerbated GBV 

incidence. Understanding these dynamics and considering ways to anticipate and respond is fundamental 

to identify risks, ensure safeguards, and realize gender-responsive strategies and outcomes across 

conservation and sustainable development spheres. 
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GBV-ENV KEY RESOURCES 
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As mentioned above, this tool in its original form was developed due to the findings of a 

gender analysis. Examining gender dynamics in its Southeast Asia context, the fishery 

project’s analysis revealed tensions and potential for violence in relation to women 

accessing financial opportunities, a core part of the project’s women’s economic 

empowerment component. Based on this finding, project managers paused 

implementation and reached out for assistance, now reorienting activities to strengthen 

specific safeguards.   

 

Many major environment organizations and development partners prioritize or require 

gender analyses,1 recognizing the invaluable opportunity they offer to better understand 

a project context through a gender and sociocultural lens. Ideally gender analyses are 

conducted in project design, as their findings and recommendations should inform every 

stage of the implementation cycle ahead. Gender analyses can help identify risks, 

strengthen safeguards, and tailor action-oriented recommendations toward gender-

responsive strategies, stakeholder and partner arrangements, resources, indicators, and 

outcomes. Proactive and careful attention to GBV in particular is critical in any gender 

analysis process. 

Important to note: if an analysis of this kind is not included at a project outset, it is 

never too late to learn and make adjustments. If this is the case, the primary 

recommendation implied in this tool is to conduct a baseline assessment, upon which 

further strategic adjustments and interventions can be built. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS TO INVESTIGATE IN A GENDER ANALYSIS 

● What are the specific forms of vulnerability in the area of implementation? Who tends to be most 

vulnerable, excluded or disenfranchised? Why? 

● What are the national/local data on GBV? What forms of violence do local women and members of 

vulnerable populations endure? 

● What are the customary norms around GBV? What are the legal as well as customary methods for 

accessing support or services to address an incident of GBV? 

● Who are the trusted GBV support and care providers? 

● What types of violence should implementers be aware of? 

Please note these example questions are for the purposes of developing a gender analysis, wherein GBV 

considerations should be paid special attention. Answering these questions may reveal information necessary to 

develop standard operating procedures or referral pathways for GBV survivors. There may be a need for a 

dedicated GBV risk assessment, separately or in conjunction with an analysis.  Any data gathering should follow 

a survivor-centered approach (see resources below).  
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https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/annex_9_to_c_95_8_iucn_gender_equality_and_womens_empowerment_policy.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/policy-gender-equality
https://www.thegef.org/council-meeting-documents/policy-gender-equality
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/3247/text
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http://asiafoundation.org/resources/pdfs/GBVMappingNepal.pdf
https://gbvaor.net/support
https://www.refworld.org/docid/52146d634.html
https://www.unhcr.org/afr/583577ed4.pdf#zoom=95
https://www.care.org/sites/default/files/documents/CARE%20GBV%20M%26E%20Guidance_0.pdf
https://www.care.org/sites/default/files/documents/CARE%20GBV%20M%26E%20Guidance_0.pdf
https://www.endvawnow.org/fr/articles/1813-conduct-a-service-mapping-exercise.html
https://www.endvawnow.org/fr/articles/1813-conduct-a-service-mapping-exercise.html
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2020-002-En.pdf
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https://encompassworld.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/guiding_principles_for_working_with_gender-based_violence_survivors.pdf
https://encompassworld.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/guiding_principles_for_working_with_gender-based_violence_survivors.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/docid/52146d634.html
https://www.care.org/sites/default/files/documents/CARE%20GBV%20M%26E%20Guidance_0.pdf
https://www.care.org/sites/default/files/documents/CARE%20GBV%20M%26E%20Guidance_0.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/gbv_sc_sops_2018_english_final.pdf
https://www.who.int/gender/documents/OMS_Ethics&Safety10Aug07.pdf
https://www.who.int/gender/documents/OMS_Ethics&Safety10Aug07.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/docid/52146d634.html
https://gbvguidelines.org/en/pocketguide/
https://applications.emro.who.int/dsaf/EMROPUB_2015_EN_1882.pdf?ua=1%20&ua=1
https://applications.emro.who.int/dsaf/EMROPUB_2015_EN_1882.pdf?ua=1%20&ua=1
https://applications.emro.who.int/dsaf/EMROPUB_2015_EN_1882.pdf?ua=1%20&ua=1
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https://www.idlo.int/news/highlights/protecting-gbv-survivors-confidentiality-afghanistan
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/gbv_sc_sops_2018_english_final.pdf
https://www.techsafety.org/s/4NNEDV_ProgramConfidentiality_TemplatePolicy_Nov08_English.doc
https://www.techsafety.org/s/4NNEDV_ProgramConfidentiality_TemplatePolicy_Nov08_English.doc
https://2012-2017.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1864/200mbe.pdf
https://2012-2017.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1864/200mbe.pdf
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00913367.2015.1018460?journalCode=ujoa20
https://www.kobotoolbox.org/
https://www.endvawnow.org/en/articles/1594-data-collection-.html
https://www.endvawnow.org/
https://www.endvawnow.org/en/articles/1594-data-collection-.html
http://www.gbvims.com/
http://www.gbvims.com/gbvims-tools/classification-tool/
http://www.gbvims.com/gbvims-tools/classification-tool/
http://www.gbvims.com/gbvims-tools/intake-form/
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2020-002-En.pdf
https://www.care.org/sites/default/files/documents/CARE%20GBV%20M%26E%20Guidance_0.pdf
https://www.care.org/sites/default/files/documents/CARE%20GBV%20M%26E%20Guidance_0.pdf
http://raisingvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/downloads/Activism/SBL/EthicalMEforVAW%20Programs.pdf
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https://www.rifka-annisa.org/en/services/counseling-for-men
https://www.rutgers.international/sites/rutgersorg/files/PDF/MenCare_Indonesia_PDF.pdf
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https://promundoglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Journeys-of-Transformation.pdf
https://bmcinthealthhumrights.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1472-698X-13-46
https://www.poverty-action.org/study/reduction-gender-based-violence-against-women-cote-d%E2%80%99ivoire
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/555731468149666405/pdf/878540BRI0enGE0Box385206B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://ceec.or.ke/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Training-Guide-Positive-Masculinities.pdf
https://promundoglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Journeys-of-Transformation.pdf
https://trainingcentre.unwomen.org/RESOURCES_LIBRARY/Resources_Centre/masculinities%20booklet%20.pdf
https://www.youthpower.org/sites/default/files/YouthPower/files/resources/Men_VAW_report_Feb2015_Final.pdf
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http://www.partners4prevention.org/sites/default/files/resources/vietnam_lessons_learned_final_english_no_link.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2020-002-En.pdf
https://www.unfpa.org/publications/engaging-men-and-boys-gender-equality
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13552074.2013.767511
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13552074.2013.767511
http://www.partners4prevention.org/sites/default/files/resources/vietnam_lessons_learned_final_english_no_link.pdf
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2017/04/the-manual-for-facilitators-of-male-advocate#view

