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RBAP Policy Brief Launch, Reimagining 
Development & Inclusive Imaginaries
This interactive session will feature a presentation of RBAP 
Policy Briefs, as well as a high-level synthesis on inclusive 
imaginaries and reimagining development.

SESSION 3
20 Jan 8AM – 10AM
Bangkok

19 Jan 8PM – 10PM
New York

Swarnim Wagle
Chief Economic Advisor, 
UNDP RBAP

[Moderator]
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Co-Founder and 
Executive Director 
of Reboot
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What and why INCLUSIVE IMAGINARIES?

The countries of Asia and the Pacific 
are among the most socially, culturally 
and ecologically diverse in the world, 
yet how often do we draw from the 
riches of our local context to inform 
the way we “do” development?



Before we can create the future,
we must first imagine it.
CONTEXT
In tandem with the Foresight Briefs, Inclusive 
Imaginaries examines and challenges traditional 
development orthodoxy by cultivating culturally 
driven, nuanced, and locally contextualized 
imaginations of the futures of Asia and the Pacific.

II brings perspectives that are traditionally 
discounted in policy circles, but essential to 
ground policy discussions in the concrete, lived 
experience of those that are and will be most 
impacted.

INCLUSIVE IMAGINARIES
• Helps us realize equitable, decolonial development 

futures—from the perspectives of young people and local 
communities that will be living with its consequences

• Explores points of convergence and divergence between 
academic analysis and contextual imaginations—including 
‘at the edge’ or ‘under the radar’ observations and insights 
emerging from lived experience

• Complements the rigour of academic futures analysis with 
co-created participatory visions to support the creation 
of more just, equitable and inclusive futures



Stories FROM THE FIELD

Six COs participated in the 2021 pilot:
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Nepal, the Pacific 
MCO in Fiji, the Philippines, and Samoa.
We acknowledge their invaluable 
contributions and are proud to present a 
snapshot of their results.



Imagine a future where…

We learn to embrace and apply various kinds of data/information
from diverse sources past, present, and future.



Common themes ACROSS COUNTRY OFFICES

Discourse, access, and well-
being within digital transformation
Inclusive governance and 
authentic engagement between 
those in power and those closest 
to the problem

Equal access to quality education, 
well-being, and healthcare for 
future generations
Traditional knowledge, 
community and individual action to 
address climate crises



How to better DECIDE, DESIGN AND DELIVER? with II?
It’s really about…
Being more conscious about who’s “not at the table” and 
being intentional about making sure their voices are heard.
Localizing development narratives and being critical and 
reflexive about “imported” norms and values.
Challenging our ideas of what is and isn’t valid data.
Looking for nuance!



Imagine a future where…

We learn to embrace and apply various kinds of data/information
from diverse sources past, present, and future.



SPECIAL THANKS
To our consultants Virkein Dhar
(Inclusive Imaginaries) and 
Panthea Lee (Reimagining 
Development)



Foresight Briefs

1. New Forms of Rights - Sushma Raman

2. Equitable Digital Public Goods - Urvadi Anesha

3. Indigenous Futures - Michelle Brown

4. Development as Long Term Thinking - Caroline Baylon



Policy Briefs
1. 

5. Is Southeast Asia Falling into 
a Latin American-Style Middle-
Income Trap?
José Gabriel Palma & Jonathan 
Pincus

6. Equality of Opportunity as a 
Measure of Development
Avidit Acharya & John Roemer

7. Insights for Policymaking from 
the Multidimensional Poverty 
Index
Sabina Alkire & Alexandra Fortacz

8. COVID-19 and Human 
Insecurity
A.K. Shiva Kumar

9. Making COVID-19 Vaccine 
Universally Accessible 
Partha Mukhopadhyay

10. Enhancing the Provision of 
Global Public Goods: Ready for 
More Realism?
Inge Kaul

11. Asia-Pacific Regional 
Cooperation in the Post-COVID-
19 Era
Khalil Hamdani

12. Pandemic Governance and 
Human Development: early 
Lessons from Asia
Sakiko Fukuda-Parr

13. Seven Lessons for 
Development Policy from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic
Sanjay Reddy

1. 
1. Aligning Sovereign Debt 
Financing with Climate Action in 
the Asia-Pacific Region  
Manuel F. Montes

2. Melting Glaciers, Threatened 
Livelihoods: Confronting Climate 
Change to Save the Third Pole  
Arnico K. Panday

3. Accelerating Universal Digital 
Connectivity 
Paul Garnett

4. The Post-Covid-19 Future for 
Global Value Chains 
Ben Shepherd



Accentuation
What the crisis revealed

• Mass vaccination 
inadequacy:

Universal access; modes of collaboration; 
unknown unknowns

• Multi-dimensional poverty 
and human security:

Imperative of a standing social protection 
architecture; granular identification of 
vulnerability but all-of-society approach to 
combat deprivations

• Inequality of opportunity:
Renewed case for fairness by balancing 
choices (effort); circumstances (inherited); and 
interventions

Acceleration
Where shifts continue apace

• Climate emergency: 
Melting glaciers, rising seas; structural 
transitions; financing mismatch 

• Digital divide:
Preponing universality by overcoming techno-
regulatory inertia; public-private solutions for 
cost-effective connectivity

• Production shifts:
GVCs still a route to diversify risks;
productivity slowdown and the challenges of 
catch-up

Adjustment
How to govern differently

• Global public goods:
Mutually compatible (sovereignty vs. int. 
coop) policy challenge that adopts a mission 
- oriented approach 

• Regionalism:
Recovery through cross-border travel, trade 
and supply-chains; connectivity; finance and 
investment

• State capabilities:
Social norms and contracts; conceptions of 
collective welfare; capacity vs. capabilities; 
adaptive policymaking; public trust

RBAP Policy Briefs

Our policy agenda for 2022 focuses on Asia and the Pacific through a series of briefs on policy and foresight; flagship publications like an edited 
volume and Regional Human Development Report; high-level policy dialogues; and country-specific advisory support. 



THANK 
YOU!

Join other
Strategic Foresight Week  
2022 sessions on Zoom
https://bit.ly/ForesightWeek

Find session materials,  
recordings and more
https://www.sparkblue.org/ 
strategic-foresight-week-2022
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