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SGP'S OVERALL ISLAND’S RESILIENCE APPROACH 
AND PROGRAMMING IN PACIFIC AND OTHER SIDS

YOKO WATANABEDeniz Karamanoğlu Saral
Co-founder, Director Gökova Sailing Club Society - TURKEY 

Let’s Talk Plastics and Ghost Nets 
TURKEY Case



In Izmir Gökova, a doctarate thesis proves that % 89 of the loses are sourced by trawler and seines. In 
Gokova (3000 ha), each year 200-280 km ghost nets lost in fishing activities. Questionaries with local fisher 
cooperatives, in 14 locations, only in 2 ha, 72 km fishing line and 315 m coast net was reported. In Izmir 
Bay, in 2002, it was reported as 300 km extension net, in Karataş in 2008, 226 km extension net, 2700 m 
paraquat ve 14 weasel basket was reported as lost.  In 2008, in İskenderun Bay, 402 basket trap was lost. 

In 2011, during the SGP supported project in Adana by Mavi Kilikya Society, it is scientifically proven that an 
200 m ghost net in 3 weeks can hunt 3 Chelonia mydas, over 30 Epinephelus marginatus and over 40 
crustaceans and 19 other species. Additional to academic studies, these projects helped to raise the ghost 
nets threatening the marine ecology, fishing economy and pollution in Turkey. 

Roughly, in lowest possible figures says that at least 2000 km fishing nets remains per year 
and continue ghost hunting, min for 8-10 years. As none of the materials are degradable, it 
also contains separate lead or iron components.  

In Turkey, with reference to sample boat numbers that ghost nets reported (Gökova 
100, İzmir 440 and İskenderun 657) it costs 13 million TRY in 2012 which is 7,5 million 
USD per year.  



Turkey and Ghost Nets 
Studies in Numbers 
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BASIC STATS TOTAL AMOUNTS BY

Number of Projects in Turkey 6 TAGEM - TUBITAK

Number of SGP Supported Projects 4 Mavi Kilikya / Koza Youth / 
Gökova Sailing / ADYSK

Total Number of Scientific Studies 5 – of 2 PhD
Canakkale 18 Mart University, 

Ege University, Mugla 
University

Total Amount of SGP Grants 116,000 USD 329,275 USD (Co-financing) 

Total Number of Ghost Hunters Below 50 person 65 % Volunteers



Ghost Net Removal 
Sites in Turkey

Prince Island, Marmara Sea

Kapıdag Peninsula and Marmara 
Islands 

Gokceada, Agean Sea

Dardanelles, Canakkale

Babakale, Canakkale

Gokova Bay

Karatas, Yumurtalık Lagoon, Adana



Ghost Nets Project 
Supported by SGP Turkey
Neandros Island Ghost Net and Coral Protection Project – ADYSK (2019 – 2020)

Ghost Nets Busters – Gokova Sailing Club Society (2012 – 2013)

Ghost Net Fishing – Mavi Klikya Association (2011 – 2012)

Ghost Nets Fishing Awareness – Koza Youth Society (2011 – 2012)
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Ghost Net Hunters, Gökova 
Bay- Turkey 2012-2013

Objective 1: Raising fishing communities' awareness about 
ghost nets and their impact on the important marine habitats,

Objective 2: To strengthen the Marine habitat in Gökova  
Marine Protected Areas by the removing ghost nets, and to                          
create a network to control and intervene in                        
future ghost nets

Actions of removal:
Locating the sites
Locating the ghost gear
Extraction…
Storing…
Recycle….. 
Upcycle… 
Prevention dialogs, networking
Advocacy briefs, regular visits
Trainings and workshops
Promotion and exhibitions



Ghost Nets Busters Project 
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Outcomes at local 
level

Enhanced capacity building allows fishery communities’ awareness and reduce the threat of 
fishing gears on Turkey’s ecology of seascapes. 

Ghost Net Hunters Projects has cleared 5700 m nets in 36 locations at 6 ha, in Gökova 
btw 2012-2013. Mediterranean Conservation Society MCS keeps clean-up ongoing in 
Gökova MPA. Only in 2020 115 kilometers of fishing line, 1060 m of fishing net and 78 kg 
of lead removed.

ADYSK, cleared 6 ha ghost nets on coral transplantation site in Neandros Island in 2019. 
April 2021, Neandros Island is declared as a PA, marine conservation area.

Mavi Klikya monitored 200 km nets 
and proved the effects on globally 
threatened species.

Koza Youth Society in several 
Trainings increase the volunteers in 
marine conservation actions and 
professional diving for ghost nets’ 
removal up to 40 m. Credit: Mavi Kilikya Association



Outcomes at National Level  

National policies and programs promote replication of best practices derived from 
SGP and UNDP projects, dissemination and promotion of lessons learned at the national level, 
involvement of policymakers in CBA projects and processes,

Shortly after, following the discussions of projects and academia, MoAF implemented Ghost Net Removal 
Project btw 2014 and 2018, 600 location (over 60 ha) were searched. ‘Lost Net Hotline” executed. In 63 
ha, 4420 fish traps removed. Underwater robotics introduced in project.

Ghost Nets Projects implemented by TAGEM resulted as the removal of 45,000 kg fishing gears. 

By June 2021, Şenmak - Marmara Island Ghost Nets Project is going to start in Marmara Archipelago 
at 25 locations to extract and recycle of ghost nets.
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Mitigation Measures for 
Ghost Nets

Financial incentives to encourage fishers, and fisheries to 
report lost fishing gears or to bring old gears for recycle. 

Marking gear to track back and better understand the 
reasons for gear loss and identify appropriate, fishery-specific 
preventative measures. Innovation in fishing gears, fish and 
crustacea boxes with doors. 

New technologies to reduce the loss, to monitoring and 
locating lost gears and to prevent pollution by using by 
biodegradable materials

Improving collection, disposal and recycling scheme (buy-
back programs) to engage fishers and other actors from 
relevant sector 

Better reporting of lost gear to prevent potential hazards and 
increase the opportunity for gear recovery. 

Restrictions the use of extension nets in deep waters 
(over 200 m) as in EU since 2006. 

Marine PAs and governance of seascapes, and 
dissemination of sustainable fishing practices, ecological 
based stock management etc. 
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