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leads UNDP’s Nature, Climate and Energy Team of more than 200 policy and technical advisors located 
in 5 regional hubs (in Panama, Bangkok, Addis Ababa, Istanbul and Amman) as well as UNDP 
Headquarters in New York. He has overall responsibility for the strategic leadership and management of 
UNDP’s engagement with the global environmental vertical funds (GEF, GCF, AF, CBIT); overseeing a 
portfolio of over $4.5 billion in grant financing in 142 countries, covering: ecosystems and biodiversity; 
forests; ocean and water governance; climate strategies and policy; climate change adaptation and 
mitigation; energy; and sustainable management of chemicals and waste.  
  
Under his leadership, UNDP serves as a conduit of more than 50% of the Least Developed Countries 
Fund and Adaptation Fund, two of the primary funds for adaptation finance under the UNFCCC. Pradeep 
led UNDP’s early engagement with the Green Climate Fund (GCF), creating the internal systems and 
processes within UNDP to support countries to engage effectively and efficiently with the Fund. In less 
than three years, UNDP has supported more than 40 client countries with accessing more than $800 
million from the GCF, not to mention establishing a strong pipeline that will further strengthen UNDP’s 
value proposition to countries on climate action over the years ahead. In the process, UNDP is 
recognized as one of the leading agencies in supporting countries on climate action via the Green 
Climate Fund, the main financing instrument under the UNFCCC to support climate action under the 
Paris Agreement.  
 
Prior to joining UNDP, he worked with the World Bank’s Agriculture and Rural Development Department 
and Environment Department, and the Munasinghe Institute for Development, an NGO/Think-Tank, in 
Sri Lanka.    
  
Pradeep holds a M.Phil. from Cambridge University (UK) and Ph.D. from Yale University (USA). He 
continues to publish new research findings in leading international economics journals on the valuation 
of climate change impacts and the economics of adaptation to climate change.  
  


