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Knowledge Café: UN Integrated Support for Food Systems
Transformation: The Issue-based Coalition in Europe and Central Asia

Wednesday, 19 January 2022



OUTLINE:

* Introduction to Sustainable Food Systems
and the Issue Based Coalition-SFS

* National food system pathways — tools of
policy integration (Albania experience)

* Challenges/successes of policy integration

Presentation by: Mary Kenny, Food Safety and Consumer Protection Officer,
FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia



Issue-based Coalition on Sustainable Food Systems

e Regional UN Coalition supporting UN
Resident Coordinators, UN Country
Teams, and thus Member Countries,
with a multi-sectoral and coordinated
approach on sustainable food systemes,
to contribute to the achievement of the
SDGs.

» Capitalizes on the expertise of several
UN agencies

* Delivering as One UN

e Established

e Members:
WHO*, IFA
and WMO.
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Food systems are crucial for delivering all the Sustainable Development Goals

CLIMATE CHANGE

GLOBALIZATION AND

EXTERNAL DRIVERS

SOCIO-CULTURAL

TRADE CONTEXT
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Storage and distribution > food prices, relative to other foods or information and knowledge Food acquisition, ﬁ'é,ej « DIETS

Processing and packaging ——

Retail and marketing —

to an income/expenditure standard

Product properties -
quality and appeal, safety, and
convenience

Vendor properties -
type and characteristics of retail
outlet

Food messaging -

Promotion, advertising, and
information about food

.?.

Aspirational -
desires, values, and preferences

Situational -
home and work environment,
mobility, location, time resources

preparation, meal —_ .p
practices, and storage @

ADAPTED FROM: HLPE (2017). NUTRITION AND FOOD SYSTEMS. A REPORT BY THE HIGH LEVEL PANEL OF EXPERTS ON FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITIOM OF THE COMMITTEE ON WORLD FOOD SECURITY, ROME, ITALY.



IBC-SFS modalities for policy integration
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Specific food system challenges and priorifies
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1. Advocacy: SFS and multi-sectoral approaches SUSTAINABLEFO0D ISTENS :

and improving susfainability
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Technical Note on Sustainable Food Systems
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2. Knowledge sharing and institutional development

PREPARED BY THE
ISSUE-BASED COALITION ON
SUSTAINABL E FOOD SYSTEMS
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Food System Talks
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Webinars
Policy and govermance -:::
iasues to transform food - ) )
aystems in Europe and Regional Dialogue (!\/Igy 2021) - focus on the need for strong
Centrsl Asia Py governance and holisticapproaches
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Policy Paper: Regional challenges and priorities on SFS
(working draft)



. - . 7233\ COVID-19
IBC modalities for policy integration HE ﬁgr RESPONSE

S\ Bl
b o2
PP Lnd COOPERATICH I T UNECE REGION
3. Emergency preparedness and response-related Sigizree e based ostn an SstanabeFood Ssems

relevant information and guidance material

IBC-SFS online repository: facilitate the sharing of best
practices and knowledge on the impact of COVID-19 on the
food systems.
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Accelerating SDG progress in the time of a pandemic: improving food

Pzl

systems to make healthy diets accessible to all

Technical paper on the impact on COVID-19 on sustainable food
systems
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UNITED NATIONS

REGIONAL COLLABORATIVE
PLATFORM

Regional Overview of the State of Food
Security and Nutrition

* |BC-SFS collaboration to tackle issues in a cross-agency way
e Sharing data, evidence, policy advice
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g 2020: FAO, WFP, UNECE, UNICEF, WHO, WMO

Affordable healthy diets to address all forms of
malnutrition for better health
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: .’J\U :: g!-.-l,‘l‘—_ 5 2022: (TBD) FAO, WFP, UNECE, WHO, UNICEF, WMO, and IFAD
00D SECUR! Topic: Focus on environmental sustainability
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Through these modalities, we are supporting UN Country Teams on
sustainable food systems

Combining strengths of different UN agencies to support countries

Advocating for sustainable food systems in all policies and to “build back better”

Supporting policy reform and strategic planning in support of the transformation of food
systems

Promoting consistency onimpact assessments of COVID-19 on food systems
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UNITED NATIONS
% FOOD SYSTEMS
SUMMIT 2021
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UNFSS MS Dialogue - Albania experience

e Strong and active support from the UN RC and the

Minister of Agriculture during 4 national UNFSS

Dialogues

* National Pathway: export potential of agriculture, o
value chain development, rural tourism, safety and
health of the system, environmental protection, .

climate change mitigation, crisis management

e Multi-stakeholder: Central & local-government,
national and international organizations, private

sector, academia, civil society, public agencies
as university

as well

 UN Country Team support: FAO, and UNDP, UNIDO,

ILO, WHO

IPPN Knowledge Cafe

Cooperation and partnership

The current pathway is mostly focused on agriculture
and rural development

Wider social and health issues were considered

People centred approach, small producers, youth,
etc.

Beginning of the process of multi-sectoral policy
integration

* Include the pathway of SFS into the new National

Strategy for Agriculture and Rural Development
(2021-2025)



REGIONAL COLLABORATIVE

Challenges/successes of policy integration

CHALLENGES

PLATFORM
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MULTISECTORAL
COORDINATION

COUNTRY LEVEL
PROCESSES

Coordinating between the
mandate of IBC and
individual agencies

Not all agencies see their
role in sustainable food
systems transformation

SUCCESSES/OPPORTUNITIES

IBC lead by example

Trickle-down effect from IBC-SFS to individual agencies “common
thinking”, to foster multi-sectoral and multi-disciplinary work
among Ministries and partners at country level

Synergies are becoming more evident on key regional policy issues
(e.g. school feeding and nutrition education, agriculture-
environment interface, circular economy, financing policies for
greening agriculture)

Challenges of policy
coherence

Differences in country
presence

Improved sharing and use of evidence and data

UNFSS Member State dialogues — provided an opportunity

Raised awareness and momentum

Agencies with strong country presence can be a channel for
evidence and information
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What next for the IBC-SFS?

e Support food systems transformation agenda

e Continue to support governments to build on the momentum of the UN
Food Systems Summit at the country level, and implement national
pathways (23 Member States in the region)

* Engage and meet needs of UN Resident Coordinators and UN Country
Teams for food systems transformation

* Further distill common policy priorities, and join efforts through the UN
Country Teams to support relevant government ministries and
stakeholders, join up evidence and information

IPPN Knowledge Cafe



DISCUSSION

"What are the factors for success for policy coherence?
"How to further integrate sustainable food systems

- actions to ongoing programmes beyond the key Ministry
- of Agriculture, Ministry of Food?

*What is the role of UN Country Teams?

Further food for thought and discussion:
https://foodsystems.community/communities/food-systems-in-europe-and-central-asia/




B Learn more about the IPPN:
sdgintegration.undp.org/IPPN

&% Join the IPPN group on SparkBlue:
sparkblue.org/IPPNgroup

o Sign up to receive updates about the IPPN:
bit.ly/IPPN_Sign-up

o Any questions? Drop us a line at:
ippn@sparkblue.org




